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FP E T A L I N G  JAYA,  J U N E  l%,(BERNAHA) - -  D,A.TUK.SERI  D R  M A H A T H I R

~OH~~MAD..SAID  T O N I G H T  T H A T  T H E  P R E S S  I N  T H E  C O U N T R Y  1s F R E E  T O  E I T H E R
CRITICISE  ‘ O R  S U P P O R T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T .

P R E S S  F R E E D O M  D I D  N O T  O N L Y  M E A N  T H A T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  C O U L D  B E
CRITICISED BUT ALSO FREEDOM TO SUPPORT THE GOVERNflENTl  THE PRIME
M I N I S T E R  A D D E D .

HE ALSO SAID THERE IS A VIEW THAT IF THE PRESS SUPPORTED THE
GOVERN~~ENTI  IT W A S  A N  I N D I C A T I O N  O F  A  L A C K  O F  F R E E D O M  A N D  IF T H E
PRESS OPPOSED THE GOVERNMENTI  IT IS CONSIDERED FREE, ALTHOUGH IT DID
SO OUT OF FEAR OF CERTAIN GROUPS OUTSIDE THE GOVERNMENT OR IT
WORRIED IT WOULD NOT BE POPULAR AND THE NEWSPAPERS WOULD NOT SELL
W E L L .

+THEREFOREv  S U C H  N E W S P A P E R S  A R E  A L S O  N O T  FREEI+ H E  A D D E D ,  W H E N
SPEAKING AT THE NATIONAL UNION OF JOURNALISTS (NUJ) DINNER AT THE
PETALING JAYA  HILTON HOTEL.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID IN DEMOCRATIC COUNTRIES IN THE WEST*
T H E R E  A R E  P R O - G O V E R N M E N T  A N D  A N T I - G O V E R N M E N T  N E W S P A P E R S .

+BUT  B E C A U S E  T H E R E  A R E  T H R E E  O R  F O U R  N E W S P A P E R S  IN I’lALAYSIA
WHICH DO tlAKE  WILD CRITICISMI  THE MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT IS ACCUSED OF
N O T  U P H O L D I N G  F R E E D O M  O F  T H E  PRESS*+  H E  A D D E D ,  - -  M O R E
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THE PRIME MINISTER SA‘ID THERE ARE MANY NEWSPAPERS IN THE COUNTRY
WHICH ARE ANTI-GOVERNHENT AND PUBLISHED *HIGHLY ADVERSE+ REPORTS AND
INSINUATIONS.

HE ADDED8  +THESE N E W S P A P E R S  A L S O  R E P O R T  B L A T A N T  L I E S .  B U T  T H E Y
S T I L L  E X I S T .

+THE EXISTENCE OF THESE NEWSPAPERS IN MALAYSIA ALSO DOES NOT
iTOP  C E R T A I N  P E O P L E  FROtl  M A K I N G  A L L E G A T I O N S  T H A T  T H E  P R E S S  IS  N O T
FREE. IN SHORT9  WHATEVER THE WEST DOES IS NOT WRONG, BUT,  IF
MALAYSIA AND THE OTHER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES DO THE SAHE  THING9  THEY
ARE WRONG.+

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID FOREIGN JOURNALISTS AND OTHERS ONLY
READ SOi’lE  ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS WHICH SUPPORTED THE GOVERNMENT AND THAN
A L L E G E  T H A T  T H E R E  IS  N O  P R E S S  F R E E D O M  IN T H E  COUNT.RY.

CERTAIN GROUPS IN MALAYSIA BLINDLY AGREE WITH THEM AND SAY +YESv
OF COURSE THERE IS NO FREEDOM OF THE PRESS IN MALAYSIA.+

THIS9  HE SAID9  ONLY REFLECTED THE COLONIAL MENTALITY OF THESE
PEOPLE WHO ONLY ACT AS AN +ECHO+  OR +MYNAH  WHICH IS GOOD AT
MIMICKING* BUT LACK THE ABILITY TO EXPRESS THEIR OWN,VIEWS  AND JUST
A C C E P T  E V E R Y T H I N G  U T T E R E D  B Y  T H E  F O R E I G N E R S .  - -  M O R E
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+AND  W H E N  T H E  F O REIGNERS  D E N Y  SOMETHINGI  T H E Y  T O O  F O L L O W  SUIT
A N D  D E N Y . D O N ’ T  T H E Y  H A V E  P R I D E ?  T H I S  S H O W S  T O  W H A T  E X T E N T  T H E I R
T H I N K I N G  I S  S H A C K L E cb s o  M U C H  so3 W H E N  T H E  FOREIGNERS  P R O P O S E D  T H A T
O U R  T R A D E  P R I V I L E G E
(GSP)  B E  WITHORAWNI

.S UNDFR  T H E  G E N E R A L I S E D  S Y S T E M  O F  P R E F E R E N C E S
THEY TOO JOINED THEM. MENTAL COLONIAL'ISM  IS MORE

EFFECTIVE THAN PHYSICAL COLONIALISM.
+THE STARK FACT IS THAT FREEDOM OF THE PRESS DOES NOT EXIST

ANYWHERE9  BE IT IN LIBERAL DEMOCRATIC COUNTRIES OR IN COUNTRIES WITH
A  DICTATORSHIPI+  H E  A D D E D .

H E  S A I D  N E W S  A N D  F E A T U R E S  I N  T H E  M A S S  ME&I% I N  LIBERAL
DEtlOCRATIC  COUNTRIES ARE CONTROLLED BY CERTAIN PEOPLE WHO HELD
POWER1  PARTICULARLY IN THE MEDIA.

.- >

THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT WHEN HE WA%  IN NEW YORK TO ADDRESS
THE UNITED NATIONS9 ADVERSE REPORTS ON MALAYSIA WERE PUBLISHED IN
T H E  W A L L  S T R E E T  J O U R N A L  A N D  T H E  A S I A N  W A L L  S T R E E T  J O U R N A L  B U T  N O T  A
WORD OF HIS SPEECH APPEARED IN THE WALL STREET JOURNAL OR,ANY  MAJOR
NEWSPAPER IN THE UNITED STATES,

I N  CONTRAST1  T H E I R  OIGNITARIES  W H O  VISIT MALAYSIA9  H A D
E V E R Y T H I N G  T H E Y  U T T E R E D  A R E  P U B L I S H E D  A T  L E N G T H  BY. T H E  N E W S P A P E R S  I N
flALAYSIA, HE ADDED.

+WHO IS PRACTISING FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, THEY OR US?+ HE ASKED.
- -  M O R E
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DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID A NUMBER OF NATIONAL HEADS AND
G O V E R N M E N T  L E A D E R S  A N D  O F F I C I A L S  W H O  A T T E N D E D  T H E  C O M M O N W E A L T H  H E A D S
OF GOVERNMENT (CHOGM)  AND GROUP OF 15 (Cl51 MEETINGS HERE REf’lARKED
THAT THEY FOUND flALAYSIA  DEVELOPEDI  PEACEFUL AND SOPHISTICATED,
UNLIKE THE PICTURE THEY GOT FROM REPORTS BY WESTERN NEWrij  AGENCIES.

HE SAID EVEN THOUGH THERE MIGHT BE NUJ MEMBERS WHO ARE
A N T I - G O V E R N M E N T ,  E V E R Y  U N I O N  flEMBER  S H O U L D  A T  L E A S T  H A V E  A  FEELING
OF PATRIOTISM TOWARDS MALAYSIA.

HE ADDED8  + W E  S H O U L D  N O T  D I S C R E D I T  T H E  C O U N T R Y  A N D  O U R  O W N
P E O P L E  A N D  B E C O M E  T O O L S  O F  T H E  F O R E I G N  P R E S S  J U S T  B E C A U S E  W E  D O  N O T
L I K E  T H E  GOVERNflENT.

+LET US NOT STOOP TO WRITING BASELESS REPORTS JUST BECAUSE THE
FOREIGN P R E S S  D O  N O T  L I K E  W H A T E V E R  I S  P O S I T I V E  I N  C O U N T R I E S  W H E R E
THEY DO NOT WIELD POWER ANYMORE. LET US NOT SELL OUR PRIDE FOR
@ONEY,+

URGING T H E  P R E S S  T O  H O L D  S T E A D F A S T  T O  T H E  TRUTH*  H E  S A I D  T O  L E T
I T S E L F  B E  I N F L U E N C E D  BY F E E L I N G S  O F  H A T R E D  TOWAROS  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  O R
B Y  flONEY W O U L D  B E  T O  D E N Y  P R E S S  F R E E D O M .  - -  M O R E
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+DO  N O T  T H I N K  T H A T  O N L Y  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  C A N  T H W A R T  P R E S S  F R E E D O M .
O W N E R S ,  DI.RECTORS,  E D I T O R S !  F I N A N C I A L  INTERESTS9  P O P U L A R I T Y
M O T I V A T I O N - -  A L L  T H E S E  C A N  O B S T R U C T  P R E S S  F R E E D O M , +  H E  A D D E D .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  M A L A Y S I A N  G O V E R N M E N T  L E A D E R S  D I D  N O T
P O S S E S S  A B S O L U T E  P O W E R  A N D  T H E  P E O P L E  C O U L D  R E P L A C E  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T
W H I L E  T H E  C O U R T S  T O O  C O U L D  N U L L I F Y  G O V E R N M E N T  D E C I S I O N S .

T H E R E F O R E ,  T H E  P R E S S  I N  T H I S  C O U N T R Y  S H O U L D  A C C E P T  C E R T A I N
R E S T R I C T I O N S  B E C A U S E  T H E Y  A R E  N O T  A I M E D  A T -  D E N Y I N G  P R E S S  F R E E D O M  B U T
T O  P R O T E C T  T H E  I N T E R E S T S  O F  T H E  C O U N T R Y ,  H E  A D D E D .  --,BERNAMA
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