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PETALING JAYA, Fri. —
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad saia Bhight
that the press in the coun-
try is free to either criti-
cise or support the Gov-
ernment.

Press freedom did not
only mean freedom to
criticise the Government

’Freed%go

but aso freedom to sup-
port the Government, the
Prime Minister said.

He said that there was a
view that if the pfess sup-
ported the Government, 1t
indicated a lack of free-
dom.

And if the press op-
posed the Government. it
was considered free, al-
though it might be doing
so out of fear of certain
groups outside the Gov-.
enment or it worried that
it would not be popular
and their newspapers
would not sell well, he
said.

“Therefore, such news
papers ae adso not freg”
he added a the Nationd
Union of Journalists
(NUJ) dinner at the Petal-
ing Jaya Hilton Hotel.

Dr Mahathir said that in
democratic countries in
the West, there were pro-
government and  anti-gov-
ernment newspapers.

“But because there are
three or four newspapers
in Maaysia which do not
make wild accusations,
the Malaysian Govern-
ment is accused of not up-
holding freedom of the
press” he added.

The Prime Minister
said there were many
newspapers in the coun-
try that were anti-govern-
ment and published
“highly adverse” reports

and  insiguations.
He added: “These news-
papers aso report blatant

lies. But they still exist.
“The existence of these
newspapers in Malaysia

also does not stop certain
people from alleging that
the press is not free. In
short,, whatever the West
does I1s not wrong, but if
Maaysia and other devel-
oping countries do the
same thing, we are
wrong.”

Dr Mabhathir said for-
eign journadists and oth-
ers only read some En-
glish newspapers which
supported the Govern-
ment and alleged that
there was no press free-
dom in the country.

Certain groups in Ma-
laysa blindly agreed with
them and said “yes. of
course there is no free-
dom of the press in Ma
laysia” he said.

This, he said, only re
flected the “coloniad men-
tality” of these people
who only acted as an
“echo” or “mynah which
is good at mimicking” but
could not express their
own views and accepted
everything uttered by the
foreigners.

“And when these for-
eigners deny something,
these people adso make a
similar denia. Don't they
have any pride? This is
how their minds have be-
come shackled, to the ex-
tent that when foreigners
proposed to have our GSP
privileges  cancelled, they
also called for the same
thing. Mental colonisation
seems to be more effec-
tive than physical domi-
natian..,” he said. .

“The fact is that free-
dom of the press does not
exist anywhere, in liberal
democratic countries or
in a dictatorship,” he said;
and added that even in lib-
eral democratic coun-
tries, news reports and ar-
ticles in the mass media
were controlled by influ-
ential people within the
media itsdlf.
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Dr Mahathir said that
when he was in New York
to address the United Na
tions, adverse reports on
Malaysia were published
in The Wall Street Journal
and the Asiun Wall Street
Journal, but not a word of
his speech appeared in
The Wall Street Journal or

any major American
newspaper. o
In contrast, their digni-

taries who visited Malay

sla were given extensive

coverage hy the Malay-
san newspapers, he said.
“Who is practising free-

dom of the press, they or
us? he asked.
Dr Mahathir said sever-

al leaders and officials
who came for the Com-
monwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment Meeting and the
Group of 15 summit here
had remarked that they
found Malaysia devel-

oped, pesceful and sophis-
ticated, totally different
from wha they had read
in western news agency
reports.

He said there were
probably some NUJ mem-
bers who were anti-gov-
ernment, but added that
the members should at
leest have a sense of pa
triotism towards Malay-
sa

“Just because you dis
like the Government, you
don't have tu discredit the
country and your opwn
race and become the tools
of the foreign press

“Don’t resort to pub
lishing baseless reports
Just because the foreign
newspapers don't like |
anything positive about
countries where they are

no longer the master. Let

us not sell our dignity,” he
said.

He asked the press to
hold to the truth and not

alow itself to be ruled by
hatred for the Govern-

ment or by money or
there would be no press
freedom.

“Don't think that only
the Government can
check press freedom. The

(newspaper) owner, di-

rector, editor, financial
considerations, the need
to be popular al these

can jeopardise press free

dom.“ he said.

Dr Mahathir said the
government |eaders did,

not have any “absolute”
powers, and the people
could replace them and

the courts could overrule
government decisions.

i In view of this, he said.

! the press in Malaysia
must accept the restric-
tions placed on them as
these were not meant to
muzzle them hut to pro-
tect nationa interest.
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