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good  and have a&t  served

JERTIH, Mon. - Barisan
Nasional MPs  and  state

their, constituents, they

assemblymen with poor -

have to be replaced.

service records will be
dropped in the pext gen-
eral election, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said today. ’

MPs  and assemblymen
who had served a few
terms might- atso  be
dropped, the Prime Minis-
ter told The Stai after ad-
dressing a gathering of
about 10,000 people here.

“It is not that--we  want
to drop our existing wakil
rakvat but if thev are no

“As  ,ftir  those who have
served a few terms,, we
will  replace them to give
the--younger -leaders’  3 .
chance as well ,” he said.

shown by thk people dur-
ing his  pre-election tours
to Lembah Pantai in the
Fe&zi%il  TEri?toiy‘  yester-
day and Besut today.

Earlier in his speech,
Dr Mahathir denied alle-
gations by the opposition
that the Government sup-
pressed freedom of the
press .

“If t’he  Government did
nbt  practise  freedom  o f
the press, then anti-gov-
ernment newspapers like
Watan  and  Mingguan
Kota would  not be selling
anymore,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was
the opposition which was
going round threatening
to kill  journalists working
for newspapers which

Dr’Mahathir,  wlio  is the
Barisan chairman, said

Dr Mahathir said he

the Front would. assess
the service records of its

was pleased with the ex-

wakil mkvat before de-

traordinary

cidllg on- any changes,
adding that he ha4  not

support

made shy  assessm&t-  so
far.

He said. the Barisan
_ Government’s priority
was always to serve the
multiracial community
fairly without discrimina-
tion.

-poor recotcls  J
supported, the Govern- ’ Seri L!Si$iVIaL!l?  gin-
ment’s efforts to build the  .__ istez  in the m D&p&t-’m~nzc  - - - ment. Datuk Dr Yusof

He said -an opposition--Noor;  and Terengganu
party leader made a Mentri Be&r Tan Sri  Haji

Wan Mokhtar Ahmad,  lat-speech recently, accusing
him of  plott ing the death
of army  gene&3 in a re-
cent helicopter crash.

“They  alleged that I
planned ft  in order to
make my relative, Tan Sri
J e n  Hashim Ali,  thep
armed forces chief . .
there is a tape of the
speech and I was very
shocked to hear it my-
self ” he said.

“?hey  simply want to
discredit me to gain politi-
cal mileage.”

Dr Mahathir, accompa-
nied by his wife Datin

er presented 62 1ractors
to farmers.

Earlier. the Prime Min-
ister vi&ted  the Kenyir
reservoir arid  a flood-miti-
gation embankment pro-
ject in Sungai Benut.

He later addressed
about 1,000  Umno election
machinery members be-
fore attendi,ng  a - closed-
door briefing. on agricul-
ture and a c osed-door
meeting wit4 Jertih
Umno.
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