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CBERNAMA) - -  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W I L L  I N V I T E  A

G R O U P  9F O B S E R V E R S  F R O M  h)MMONWEALTH  C O U N T R I E S  F O R  T H E  N E X T  G E N E R A L
E L E C T I O N . 9  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  D A T U K  SER.4 .DR MAHA.THlR  M O H A M A D  ~SAID  T O D A Y .

H E  T O L D  T H E  DEWAN R A K Y A T  T H A T  H E  H A D  I N F O R M E D  C O M M O N W E A L T H
S E C R E T A R Y - G E N E R A L  SIR S H R I D A T H  RAMPHAL  O F  T H E  I D E A  D U R I N G  HIS V I S I T
T O  L O N D O N  O N  M A Y  1 2 .

D U R I N G  T H E  M E E T I N G ,  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  H A D  C A L L E D  O N  T H E
C O M M O N W E A L T H  S E C R E T A R I A T  T O  A R R A N G E  F O R  T H E  G R O U P .  M A L A Y S I A  W I L L
F O O T  T H E  E X P E N S E S  F O R  B R I N G I N G  IN T H E  OBSERVERSI  H E  S A I D .

H E  A D D E D : + T H E  GOVERNME.NT’S  H O V E  D O E S  N O T  M E A N  W E  D O  N O T  H A V E
C O N F I D E N C E  I N  T H E  MANAG.kMENT  O F  T H E  E L E C T I O N  B Y  T H E  ELECTION
COMMISSION WHICH HAS HANDLED PREVIOUS ELECTIONS INDEPENDENTLYI
FAIRLY AND HONESTLY’, a

+WE  S U S P E C T  C E R T A I N  G R O U P S  A R E  A L R E A D Y  P L O T T I N G  T O  S M E A R  T H E
I M A G E  O F  T H E  C O U N T R Y  I N  T H E  N E X T  E L E C T I O N . +

DATUK. SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID THESE GROUPS WERE PREPARED WITH
V A R I O U S  L I E S  A N D  A C C U S A T I O N S  W H I C H  W O U L D  B E  S P R E A D  B Y  T H E I R  S T O O G E S .
- -  M:jRE  ’
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+THEREFOREy IT IS VITAL  THAT WE GET OUTSIDE PEOPLE WITH NO
I N T E R E S T ?  T O  W I T N E S S  A N D  O B S E R V E  O U R  ELECTIONl+  H E  S A I D  I N  R E P L Y  T O
A  Q U E S T I O N  F R O M  O P P O S I T I O N  LEADER*  E N C I K  LItl  KITjIANG
(DAP-TANJUNG).

E N C I K  L I M  A S K E D  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  IF M A L A Y S I A  WOULd  S E T  A N
EXAMPLE FOR OTHER COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES BY INVITJNG OBSERVERS FROM
T H E  C O M M O N W E A L T H  F O R  T H E  N E X T  G E N E R A L  E L E C T I O N .

D A T U K  SERI D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  S I R  S H R I D A T H  H A D  A G R E E D  T O  A R R A N G E
F O R  T H E  GROUP1  O N  C O N D I T I O N  T H E  M A L A Y S I A N  GOVERNblENT  8ORE A L L  T H E
E X P E N S E S .

+WHAT I S  I M P O R T A N T  NOWI  I S  T O  G E T  A  D E C L A R A T I O N  FROfl  P O L I T I C A L
PARTIES IN MALAYSIA, PARTICULARLY THE OPPOSITION PARTIES3  IF THEY
ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT THE OBSERVERS FROfl  THE COMMONWEALtH  COUNTRIES
W H I L E  T H E Y  T H E M S E L V E S  ( T H E  O P P O S I T I O N )  H A V E  A L R E A D Y  F O R M E D  A  G R O U P
O F  O B S E R V E R S  C O M P R I S I N G  T H E I R  O W N  P E O P L E , +  H E  A D D E D .

IN A  S U PPL E M E N T A R Y  Q U E S T I O N ,  ENcIK ~sfl  VOICED THE PARTY'.S
CONSENT TO THE IDEA AND ASKED THE PRIME MINISTER TO GIVE AN
A S S U R A N C E  T H A T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W O U L D  A C C E P T  T H E  OUTCOflE  O F  T H E
ELECTION? WHATEVER IT MAY BE,

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  T H A T  I F  A L L  P A R T I E S  W E R E  W I L L I N G !  T H E N
THE GOVERNMENT WOULD CONTACT THE COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT To Go
AHEAD WITH THE.ARRANGEMENTS. -- MORE
l701MST  2 1  0 6  9 0



PARLIAMENT-MAHATHlR  3  K U A L A  L U M P U R .

H E  A L S O  D R E W  T H E  DEWAN R A K Y A T ’ S  A T T E N T I O N  T O  M A L A Y S I A ’ S  S U P P O R T
FOR THE PROPOSAL FOR THE FORtlATION  OF AN ELECTIdN  OBSERVER MISSION
W I T H I N  T H E  COMMONWEALTHv  SAYING THAT,,OWING  T O  F I N A N C I A L  A N D ’ O T H E R
HITCHES9  S U C H  A  G R O U P  H A D  Y E T  T O  B E  ,FORMED.

T H E  P R O P O S A L  W A S  M O O T E D  A T  &HE’C$)MMONWEALTH  H E A D S  O F  G O V E R N M E N T
M E E T I N G  (CHOGM)  H E R E  I N  O C T O B E R  L A S T  Y E A R ,

H E  S A I D  M A L A Y S I A ’ S  C O N S E N T  T O  T H E  P R E S E N C E  O F  A N  O B S E R V E R  G R O U P
W O U L D  M A K E  I T  T H E  F I R S T  C O U N T R Y  T O  SEEKSUCH  S E R V I C E S  F R O M  T H E
C O M M O N W E A L T H  INSTITUTIONI  A N D  P O S S I B L Y  .9ET A.TREND  F O R  O T H E R
C O U N T R I E S . . -, . .

D A T U K  SERI  D R  M A H A T H I R  S A I D  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W A S  C O N C E R N E D  A B O U T
E F F O R T S  B Y  O P P O S I T I O N  P A R T I E S  T O  D E S T R O Y  ‘ D E M O C R A C Y  I N  T H E  C O U N T R Y .
H E  C I T E D  A S  A N  E X A M P L E  T H E  B Y - E L E C T I O N S  O V E R  T H E  P A S T  F E W  Y E A R S
WHICH SAW SIGNS OF UNDEMOCRATIC ACTIONS BY THE OPPOSITION PARTIES.

H E  A D D E D : +THERE  W E R E  T H R E A T S  M A D E  A N D  T H E R E  W E R E  E L E M E N T S  O F
INSTlGATION  A N D  BRIBERY‘TO  M A K E  T H E  R U L I N G  P A R T Y  L O S E ,  HOWEVER3  IT
IS D I F F I C U L T  F O R  THE.GOVERNMENT  T O  O B T A I N  P R O O F  O F  SUCH’ACTIVITIES.
- -  M O R E
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+IN  T H E  P A N T A I  M E R D E K A  B Y - E L E C T I O N ,  A  C H I N E S E  W O M A N  W A S  S A I D  T O
H A V E  B E E N  D R A G G E D  B Y  P A S  E L E C T I O N  W O R K E R S  N E A R  T H E  P O L L I N G  STATION.
THIS SCARED THE OTHER CHINESE WOMEN AND THEY REFUSED TO COME OUT AND
V O T E  F O R  F E A R  O F  B E I N G  H A S S L E D . +

ACCORDING TO HIMI +SAMSENG+  W E R E  A L S O  B R O U G H T  I N  .TO C A S T  F E A R
AMONG T H E  B A R I S A N  N A S I O N A L  E L E C T I O N  W O R K E R S .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H X R  S A I D  H E  W A S  C E R T A I N  T H A T  T H E  O P P O S I T I O N
W O U L D  N O T  K I C K  U P  A  F U S S  A B O U T  A  L O C A L  G R O U P  O F  O B S E R V E R S ,
P A R T I C U L A R L Y  I F  T H E  G R O U P  W A S  M A D E  U P  O F  T H E  OPPOSITIONI  LIKE
E L E C T I O N  W A T C H , ’

THE DAP’S ATTITUDE WAS CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED Si ITS',ANTICS  IN THE
P U L A U  P I N A N G  S T A T E  LEGISLATIVE’ASSEMBLY  S I T T I N G S  I N  THEI P R E S E N C E  O F
O B S E R V E R S  C O M P R I S I N G  S C H O O L C H I L D R E N  W H O  H A D  C O M E  .TO S E E  T H E  W H E E L S
O F  D E M O C R A C Y  A T  WORK*  HE ADDEDI  I N  A P P A R E N T  R E F E R E N C E  T O  T H E
B O O K - T H R O W I N G  I N C I D E N T .

THE PRIME MINISTER ALSO POINTED OUT THAT DURING THE TABLING OF
T H E  M O T I O N  O F  C O N D O L E N C E  F O R  T H E  F A M I L Y  O F  T H E  L A T E  PRiME  MINISTER
T U M  H U S S E I N  ONNv  E N C I K  L I M  T U R N E D  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  T H E  P A R T Y ’ S
I N T E R E S T  A N D  U S E D  H A R S H  W O R D S  O N  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T .

E N C I K  LIM  S H O W E D  A  B A D  E X A M P L E  T O  O B S E R V E R S  PRESENT’LN  T H E  O E W A N
R A K Y A T  O N  T H A T  DAYI  I N C L U D I N G  S C H O O L C H I L D R E N 1  H E  S A I D .  - -  M O R E

.
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H E  S A I D  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  H O P E D  T H A T  T H E  P R E S E N C E  O F  A N  FOREIGN
‘QBSERVER  M I S S I O N  A T  T H E  G E N E R A L  E L E C T I O N  W O U L D  H A L T  T H E  O P P O S I T I O N ’ S
N E G A T I V E  W A Y S  A N D  P R E S E R V E  D E M O C R A C Y  I N  T H E  C O U N T R Y .

R E P L Y I N G  T O  A N O T H E R  S U P P L E M E N T A R Y  Q U E S T I O N  F R O M  E N C I K  LIMI  HE
S A I D  T H E  O P P O S I T I O N  P A R T I E S  S H O U L D  N O T  F E A R  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’ S
R E A C T I O N  T O  T H E  O U T C O M E  O F  T H E  E L E C T I O N .

+THE  G O V E R N M E N T  A L W A Y S  A C C E P T S  T H E  D E C I S I O N  O F  T H E  PEOPLE1
UNLIKE THE DAP AND ITS NEW’PARTNERSI  WHO ARE WILLING,.TO  GO TO COURT
T O  D E N Y  T H E  P E O P L E ’ S  D E C I S I O N ! +  H E  S A I D  A M I D S T  T H U M P S  O F  A P P R O V A L  B Y
BACKBENCHERS.

HE SAID DISTURBANCESt  LIKE THE MAY 13 RIOTS IN 19699 WOULD NOT
R E C U R  B E C A U S E  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  H A D  A L W A Y S  S H O W N  A  G O O D  E X A M P L E  D U R I N G
E L E C T I O N S .

H E  A D D E D  T H A T  A  STUDY  O F  T H E  1 9 6 9  R I O T S  S H O W E D  THAT.IT  W A S  T H E
OPPOSITION WHICH SPARKED OFF THE INCIDENT BY CLAIMING THEY HAD WON,
E V E N  B E F O R E  T H E  R E S U L T S  W E R E  A N N O U N C E D ,  A N D  A N - A L L I A N C E  E L E C T I O N
W O R K E R  W A S  KILLED I N  P U L A U  P I N A N G .

+IT  I S  C L E A R  T H A T  T H E  R O O T  O F  T H E ,  T R O U B L E  D I D  N O T  S T E M  F R O M  T H E
G O V E R N M E N T  I N  R E F U S I N G  T O  A C C E P T  T H E  D E C I S I O N  O F  T H E  PEOPLES+  H E
S A I D . - -  M O R E ‘Y*
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THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE DAP SHOULD’kEFLECT  ON THE ATTITUDE
O F  I T S  +NEW P A R T N E R +  WHICH R E F U S E D  T O  A C C E P T  T H E  O U T C O M E  O F  T H E  U M N O
G E N E R A L  A S S E M B L Y  IN 1 9 0 7  A N D  A L S O  A D O P T E D  P O L I T I C S  O F  B R I B E R Y  A N D
THREATS IN THE PANTAI MERDEKA AND AMPANG  JAYA  BY-ELECTIONS.

+THEY  INCLUDE THOSE WHO WERE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE MAY 13
RIOTS+ HE ADDED.

REPLYING TO ENCIK KARPAL SINGH (DAP-JELUTONG)  WHO ASKED IF THE
P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  W A S  A W A R E  O F  P O L I C E  I N T E R V E N T I O N  IN T H E  P U L A U  P I N A N G
STATE LEGISLATIVE ASSEM@LY SITTING RECENTLY9  DATUK SERI  OR  MAHATHIR
SAID THE INCIDENT OCCURRED BECAUSE +THERE  WERE ASSEMBLYMEN WHO
F L O U T E D  I N S T R U C T I O N S  T O  T H E  E X T E N T  O F  FLINGI.NG B O O K S + :

H E  A D D E D  T H A T  T H E  S T A T E ‘ S P E A K E R  D I D  N O T  N E E D  T O  S E E K  P O L I C E  H E L P
IF ALL THE MEMBERS ABIDED BY HIS INSTRUCTIONS.

POLICE WERE CALLED IN TO ESCORT ENCIK KARPAL SINGHI  WHO.IS  STATE
A S S E M B L Y M A N  F O R  GELUGORI  A N D  E N C I K  LIM, T H E  S T A T E  A S S E M B L Y M E N  F O R
K A M P U N G  ‘KOLAM?  O U T  O F  T H E  S T A T E  A S S E M B L Y  F O R  I G N O R I N G  T H E  S P E A K E R ’ S
O R D E R S  T H A T  T H E Y  W E R E  BEING S U S P E N D E D  I N D E F I N I T E L Y .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  QUIPPED T H A T  H E  T O O  A B I D E D  B Y  A S S E M B L Y
tjEGULATIONS,  S A Y I N G :
S T A N D . .  .

+IF  SOMEONE STANDS?  I SIT AND WHEN HE SITS, 1
IT'S SIMPLE.+

'
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H E  SAXD T H E R E  W E R E  T I M E S  W H E N  P O L I C E  H E L P  W A S  NECESSARYI  +FOR
INSTANCEI.  IF A  M E M B E R  W H I P S  O U T  A  K N I F E  A N D  T H E R E .  IS A  S T A B B I N G  IN
T H E  ASSEMBLY9  S U R E L Y  T H I S  C A N N O T  B E  A L L O W E D . +  ’

D A T U K  SERI  D R  M A H A T H I R  P O I N T E D  O U T  T H A T  A S  A  L A W Y E R  B Y
PROFESSIONI  E N C I K  K A R P A L  S I N G H  W A S  S U R E L Y  F A M I L I A R  W I T H  T H E  L A W S  T O
W H I C H  H E  A L S O  ABIDEDAS  A  D O C T O R .

T O  THIS9  E N C I K  LIM  I N T E R J E C T E D  S A Y I N G  D A T U K  SERL  D R  HAHATHIR  W A S  *
A  +DOCTOR  O F  L A W S +  T O  W H I C H  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  H E  W A S  W I L L I N G
T O  A C C E P T  A N Y  T I T L E S  B E S T O W E D  O N  H I M .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  TQLD.HAJL  B U J A N G  ULIS (PERMAS-SIMUNJAN)  T H A T
T H E  .GOVERNMENT  H A D  N O T  E S T I M A T E D  T H E  E X P E N D I T U R E  I N V O L V E D  I N
B R I N G I N G  I N  T H E  C O M M O N W E A L T H  O B S E R V E R  G R O U P .

+MAYBE  X T  C O U L D  C O M E  U P  T O  M O R E  T H A N  W E  C A N  A F F O R D  B U T  W E  W I L L
D E F I N I T E L Y  B E A R  I T  B E C A U S E  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  I S  C O N F I D E N T  T H E  R O L E  O F
T H I S  G R O U P  I S  M O R E  E F F E C T I V E  W H E N  C O M P A R E D  W I T H  E L E C T I O N  W A T C H  W H I C H
CLEARLY SIDES THE OPPOSITION PARTY?+  HE SAID.

T H E  O N L Y  P R O B L E M  W O U L D  B E  I F  T H E  OPPOS’ITION  P A R T I E S  R E J E C T  T H E
P R E S E N C E  O F  THE.  C O M M O N W E A L T H  O B S E R V E R  GROUP9  H E  P O I N T E D  O U T .  - -


	Parliament - Mahathir (Bernama 21/06/1990)

