By Wong Sai Wan

KUALA KLAWANG, Sat.
— Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad, warned

mno members today
againg any in-fighting as
it will result in the party’s
defeat in the next_genera
election.

The Umno president
said the party must stay
united or it ‘would play
into the handsalolf the oppo-
sition, eC Seman-
at46 esp y

In-tighg

g9

“We are definitely go-
ing to win the election.
But the only way we will
lose is if there is in-fight--

ose the election. it is not
because Semangat and
the other opposition par-
ties are strong but it
would be because of our
own fault by flghtlng
among ourselves,” Dr Ma-
hathir” said at a meeting
with state Umno division
leaders a Simpang Duri-
an about 50km from here.

The Prime Minister
said that if the party re-
mained united and acted
as one, nothlng would be
|mp055|bl

“We must put the party
above al ese. We must
remember that we serve

er way round,” he said.

He reminded members
of the old Umno's 1987
party elections where the
party was badly split be-
cause of in-fighting.

“We must learn from
our past mistakes and not
repeat them,” he added.

Dr Mahathir also ad-
vised MPs and assembly-
men not to be disappoi nt-
ed if th%y were drop ed
as candidates in_the
tion but to continue sup
porting the other candi-
dates.

He added that he had
not made any decision on

which MPs or assembly-
men would be dropped.
“What | had said was
only a Warnmg so that
those who are eventudly
dropped do not fee dlsap
Eomted when it happens,’

Dr Mahathlr said that
Umno members should
accept and support all
Barisan Nasiona candi-
dates even if they were
from other component
parties.

“Umno needs the sup-
port of the other commu-
nities to win seats and
therefore, we should re-
ciprocate by supporting

non-Umno candidates
from the Barlsan. | do not
want to hear anymore
complaints that this or
that seat should be an
Umno seat and not a MCA
or MIC seat. We must
abide by the principles of
the Barisan.”

Dr Mahathir advised
the people to choose their
elected  representatives
carefu y.

“In the past, the people
have chosen wisdly and,
have continuously re-
turned the Barisan Na-
sional Government. You
have the right to change
the government, as advo-
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g within Umno If we™ the parfv and” not the oth-

cated by certain groups,
but be sure that any gov-
ernment you elect should
be one that puts the peo-
ple first. Not all govem-
ments are as caring as the
Barisan Nasional. Be
warned that the Semangat
46 group have only got
their own interest in try-
ing to form a new govem-
ment. They would not be
as caring as we are now,’
he add

Dr Mahathir also said
he did not intend to hang
on to the Prime Minister’s
post forever but “will re-
tire when the time
comes.”
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