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BM Go (8
ARAU J U N.F .2 5.LBERNAMA) - - PRIVE MINISTER DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR
MoHAMAD HAS EXPRESSED CoNFIDENCE THAT MALAYSIA WILL BE MORE

--SUCCESSFUL IN DEFENDING ITS GENERALISED SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES (GSP)
STATUS WL TH THE SUPPORT OF ITS WORKERS AND TRADE UNIONS.

EFFORTS TO RETAIN THE GSP STATUS WOULD FAIL IF TRADE UNION
LEADERS INSTIGATED THE “UNITED STATES TO WITHDRAW THE TRADE
PRIVILEGEL1 HE TOLD REPORTERS AFTER A MEETING HERE WITH 81000 PERLIS
UMNO LEADERS AND MEMBERS.

HE SAID THAT MALAYSIAN WORKERS SHOULD ENSURE THAT THEY ARE NOT
MADE USED OF BY FOREIGNERS WHO ENCOURAGED THEM TO STAGE STRIKES.

1418 WOULD BE A LOSS TO THEM IN THE LONG TERM WHEN THE FACTORIES
SHUT DOWN DUE TO THEIR STRIKE ACTION1 HE ADDED.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAI D THE ATTITUDE OF MALAYSIAN TRADES
UNION CONGRESS (MTUC) PRESIDENT1 ENCIK ZAINAL RAMPAK: AND
SECRETARY-GENERAL1 ENCIK V. DAVIDy OVER THE GSP ISSUE WOULD BE A
LOSS TO THE WORKERS,

MALAYSIA1 AS A SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT COUNTRY1 SHOULD
FORMULATE ITS OWN LABQUR LAWS AND REGULATIONS AND NOT DO SO ON
DIRECTIVES FROM OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY1 HE ADDED, -- MORE
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ASKED IF ACTION WOULD BE TAKEN AGAINST TERRY COLLINGWORTH OF THE
LABOUR RIGHTS EDUCATION AND RESEARCH FUND FOR INTERFERING IN LOCAL
TRADE UNION ISSUESsy THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THE GOVERNMENT COULD NOT
TAKE ANY LEGAL ACTI ON AGAI NST H M

+THEY ARE CLEVER IN CARRYING OUT THEIR ACTIONS BUT WHAT | S
IMPOATANT IS FOR OUR WORKERS NOT TO FALL INTO THEI R TRAPs+ HE SAIl D.

HUMAN RESOURCES MINISTER DATUK LI M AH LEK SAI D RECENTLY THAT
COLLINGSWORTHs WHO ENTERED MALAYSIA ON THE PRETEXT OF WANTI NG TO DO
RESEARCH9 | S BELIEVED TO HAVE | NSTI GATED THE | LLEGAL STRI KE BY
WORKERS OF HI TACHI CONSUMER PRODUCTS (M) SDN BHD.

DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR SAID FOREI GN TRADE UNION LEADERS
ESPECIALLY THOSE FROM DEVELOPED COUNTRIESsy ENCOURAGED WORKERS |I N
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES TO SEEK UNREASONABLE SALARY INCREASES AND STAGE
STRIKES BECAUSE THEY WANTED TO INCREASE THE COST OF PRODUCTION OF
GOODS IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES SO THAT THE GOODS OF DEVELOPED
COUNTRIES BECOME MORE COMPETI TI VE.

Cl TI NG SOUTH KOREA AS AN EXAMPLE, HE SAlI D THESE FOREIGN TRADE
UNION LEADERS SUCCEEDED IN INSTIGATING WORKERS | N THAT COUNTRY TO

STRIKE AND IN THE 'PROCESSs AFFECTED | TS EXPORTS. -- MORE
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HE ALSO SAlI D THAT CERTAIN TRADE UNION LEADERS WANTED TO SET UP A
NATIONAL UNION FOR ELECTRONICS WORKERS TO REPLACE THE CURRENT
IN-HOUSE UNIONS BECAUSE THEY WANTED HUGE. FUNDS FOR THEIR POLITICAL
ACTIVITIES. .

THE PRIME H Nl STER ADVISED LOCAL WORKERS TO GIVE PRIORITY TO
LONG TERH INTEREST AND NOT HAKE EXCESSIVE SALARY CLAIMS WHI CH couLD
FRI GHTEN OFF | NVESTORS.

HE SAID MANY ‘INDUSTRIALISTS FROM TAIWAN AND SOUTH KOREA INVESTED
I N MALAYSIA BECAUSE OF LOW LABOQUR COSTS AND | F LOCAL WORKERS MADE
EXCESSI VE SALARY DEMANDS, THEY WOULD INVEST | N OTHER COQUNTRIES.

DATUK SERI DR HAHATHI R SAlI D THAT AT PRESENTy MANY WORKERS FROM
THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY TOOK UP JOBS IN THE ELECTRONICS SECTOR DUE TO
SETTER SALARIES.

IF THE COMPANIES MADE PROFITS: THE SALARIES OF WORKERS WOULD

INCREASE NO HATTER WHERE THEY WORKEDsHE SAl D. -- BERNAHA
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