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PASIR MAS, Thurs. — Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-
hanfad's sinéerity#nd hon-
eSty-in promoting Islam is
the single main reason for
many Pas members to re-
ject the party and throw
their support behind Umno.

This was proven today
when some 1,200 Pas and
Hamim members submit-
ted their application forms
to join Umno at Kampung
Banggol Che Wan in Mer-
anti near here today.

For Encik Yusof Awang,

a former committee -

member of Pas Meranti
division, submitting his
form signalled the
breakaway from the party
which he had supported for
35 years.

Encik Yusof, 48, and the
others submitted their
forms to Umno president
Dr Mahathir.

He said that for 10 years,
he had been observing Dr
Mahathir’s leadership and
was convinced that he was
capable of realising the
people’s aspirations.

_In an intreview at a flag-
raising ceremony to mark
the occasion today, Encik
Yusof said: “Dr Mahathir
has proven that Umno is
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many away

cGhampioning Islam and
only Umno can fulfil our
Islamic struggle.,.

“The setting up of an Is-
lamic University and Bank
Islam is sufficient proof
that Umno is championing
Islam.”

Encik Yusof said he wait-
ed 35 years to see Pas
leaders fulfil the promises
to realise the party’s strug-
gle to establish an Islamic

State, but it has remained

merely a dream.

Pas leaders have not de-
livered their promises, he
said.

And today Encik Yusof's
former Pas flag was
brought down and in its
place the Umno flag was
hoisted.

Another reason Encik
Yusof and his followers are
joining Umno- is-because
they have expressed frus-
tration with the Pas leader-
ship following the party’s
decision to have a pact with
Semangat 46. e

He urged all Pas sup-
porters to join Umno in the
interest of Islam.

Following the defection
of the Pas supporters, En-
cik Yusof said 17 Pas
branches had been dis-
solved.

Encik Ibrahim Ismail,

Tity Woos .
from Pas

deputy Pas divisional.
leader for Pasir Mas and.
the party divisional elec-
tion security director, said
he was touched by Dr Ma-.
hathir’s sincerity and hon-
esty to fight for Islam.

“He is an honest and sin-
cere leader. Dr Mahathir
has helped to inculcate Is-
lamic values in the admin-
istration,” he said.

“There is no point

remaining in Pas and it is-

only wise to join Umno in '

the interest of Islam.”
Kampung Banggol Sepu-

Mijan Yusof, 45, joined
Umno because he believed
only the party could fulfil
the people's Islamic aspir-
ations. '

“For many years in Ha-
mim, the leaders had been
giving us empty promises,”
he said.

Another
member, Abdullah Ghafar,
46, said it was useless to re-
main in Hamim. '

“Only Umno can fulfi}

ed,” he said.

Earlier, at Kampung Be-
chah Palas, 196 Pas mem-
bers submitted their forms
to Dr Mahathir at the vil-
lage.
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