
( KOTA BARU, Thurs. - 
The Barisan Nasional does 
ndt consider any consti- 
tuency in Kelantan as an 
Opposition stronghold and 
is confident of being re- 
turned to power in the State 
in the next general election, 
Prime Minister Dr Ma- 
hathir MohamJd saTd-Fon_ 
ight. 

Replying to a question 
about so-called Pas 
strongholds, he said: ‘In, 
the last elections it was 
predicted that the BN 
would only win 19 State 
seats in Kelantan, and 
some said 17. But we man- 
aged to win 29 seats.” 

Speaking to reporters at 
the end of his visit to Pasir 
Mas before his departure to 
Kuala Lumpur, Dr Ma- 
hathir said he was satisfied 
with the preparationk 
made by the BN in Ke- 
lantan. 

Judging from the re- 
sponse from the people dur- 
ing his visit and the cros- 
sover of more than 1,000 
Pas members to Umno ear- 
lier today, Dr Mahathir ex- 
pressed confidence that the 
party would do well. 

Earlier in Pasir Mas, he 
said non-Muslims and mul- 
tinational companies had 

accepted Umno-initiated 
economic and academic in- 
stitutions but Pas had con- 
tinued to discredit them for 
no apparent reason. 

The gjgning of a loan 
agreement by a multina- 
tional company - Shell 
MDS (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd 
- with Bank Islam recent- 
ly wari proof of the confi- 
dence of non-Muslims in 
the bank, the Prime Minis-’ 
ter said. 

On June 13, B& Islam 
raised a $125 million fin- 
ancing facility for Shell 
based on the debt financing 
method of Al-Bal Bithaman 
Ajil (deferred paymerit 
sale). 

Dr Mahathir said other 
Islamic programmes 
mooted by Umno included 
the International Islamic 
University and Lembaga 
Urusan Tabung Haji (Ta- 
bung Haji) _ 

With these institutions 
already promoting Islamic 
values and principles. Pas 
still persists in branding 
Umno as unIslamic, Dr 
Mahathir said when ad- 
dressing a gathering at the 
Pasir Mas mini-stadium 
here this evening. 

About 10,000 people at- 
tended the gathering in a 

show of support for Umno 
and Dr Mahathlr, its pre$l- 
dent. 

The Prime Minister sa$d 
that even Muslim countries 
in the Middle East had sent 
delegations to study the Is- 
lamic banking concept. 
This 1s proof that these in- 
stitutions have attradeeb 
the attention of not && 
Malaysians btit also ?$6&, 
lims from overseas. * 4 

He said that desplW=W 
these, Pas refused 
nowledge the 
Urnno’s contrl 
the inculcation 
values in the a 
tion. 

Instead, Pas ridit%&& 
Umno’s efforta by. sow 
the seeds of &slim dw 

ies practices. &Y 
Critieising the 

leaderabip, Dr Mah 
said its leaders like 
Fadzil*Noor and H 
Hadi Awang sang 
tunes on differe 
sions over their 
ship with the DAP. ‘- 

For instance, in Pew 
Haji Hadi had said that P&u 
must work with the D&@ 
and that DAP 
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