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By Sulochini Nair

PETALLIG JAYA, Fn. —
The country cannot afford
to neglect the estate sector
and become over-depen-
dent on manufacturing in-
dustries, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri_Dr Mahathir
Mgbamad said today.
Estates must be retained
as insurance against ad-
verse effects felt by the
manufacturing sector.
Addressing more than
1,000 Felda settler repre-
sentatives and staff here,
Dr Mahathir said they
should prepare for the fu-

ture when the agricultural
scenario would be differ-
ent.

The educated children of
settlers were unlikely to re-
turn to small and possibly
inefficient farms which
held little meaning for
them compared with more
lucrative wages in the city.

In spite of this, he said
the country needed the pro-
duce of the estates.

He said the results of the
division of Felda estates
under the uluuascauvut uf
individual settlers were

very disappointing.
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“# we widh'th nex¥ir
from the division of Felda
estates, these estates
should be integrated
(again) and managed.as a
single large entity.”

He said the income of
large estates in the
country, which were only
half the size of the total
area of small estates, was
double the income.of the
small estates.

The Prime Minister said
some of the children of
Felda settlers should re-
turn to the schemes to pro-
vide efficient management

and not look down on this
profession.

Dr Mahathir also told the
settlers that their concept
of land ownership should
change with the times.

“The wish to own land

merely because of a desire,

for land is no longer rele-
vant under present condi-
tions.

“What is important is the
income derived from deve-
loping the land and how it
is utilised for maximum
benefit.”

He said land ownership
should be through the hold-

ing of shares as would be
the case in new Felda
schemes where settlers
would be offered shares.
Too many land areas
held under the faraid (Isla-
mic land ownership) sys-
tem were unproductive be-
cause of difficulties in
developing or selling such
land dye to multiple owner-
ship, difficulties in manag-
ing the land and owpers
who were difficult to locate.
He said the faraid laws
were not at fault here.
Those to blame were Mus-
lims who did not know or
did not want to put it into

practice without losing out.

Even without ownership
problems, he said, the man-
agement of such land was
not beneficial to Muslims.

The Government, he
said, was concerned that
Felda land might fall into
others' hands because they
were unproductive and
their owners were no long-
er interested in farming
the land.

Dr Mahathir went on to
open the Asrama Semal
Bakti in Kelana Jaya, a
hostel for Felda settlers’
children, and presented
Felda Investment Co-oper-

ative share certificat
worth $30 miNion for ¢
Felda settlers and staff
their representatives.

The non-negotiab)
shares are for 119,2¢
settlers and 22,707 en
ployees.

Each individual get
$200.

Felda group chairma
Raja Tan Sri Mohame
Alias Raja Mohamed A
said the money was allc
cated by Felda's profit
making corporations.
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