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BATU PAM, Sat. - 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri 

Mm Dr 
ussured farmers the 
Governmenf will provide 
all the necessary assis- 
tance to help them produce 
more food in line with the 
increasing demand in the 
country. 

produce. 
“The Government will 

ensure that we ha& en- 
ough food for all. That is 
why we need to give ser- 
ious attention to food pro- 
duction,” Dr Mahathir told 
a large gathering of 
farmers. fishermen and 
State dignitaries at the Ta- 
pak Pesta Kam#ung Ken- 
angan Datuk Onn to cele- 
brate Johor’s Farmers 
Day. 

grammes, would continue 
to help farmers and fisher- 
men meet national targets 
in food production. 

cannot produce more food 
using more efficient techni- 

Research and develop- 
ment will continue so that 
farmers can improve effi- 
ciency. One way of doing 
this is by using new techno- 
logy and innovative farm- 
ing methods. 

ques in the years to come.” 
He appealed to farmers 

and fishermen not to be 
overly concerned with the 
Govermcnt’s emphasis on 
industrialisation. 

The Goverment assures 
the agriculture sector that 
it has no intention of neg- 

I lecting such a vital sector 
of the nation’s economy. 

1. The Government rea- 

He said the Government 
wants farmers and fisher- 
men to be efficient pro- 
ducers to ensure there is 
enough food for the rising 
population. 

The rising population 
meant that farmers and fi- 
shermen had to carry a 
bigger burden of ensuring 
adequate food supplies, he 
said. 

With the population in- 
creasing at 360.000 annual- 
ly. there is also a growing 
market for agricultural 

He was accompanied by 
his wife Datin Scri Dr Siti 
Hasmah Mohamed Ali, Jo- 
hor Menteri Besar Tan Sri 
Muhyiddin Yassin, Agri- 
culture Minister Datuk 
Seri Sanusi Junid and 
Transport Minister Datuk 
Scri Dr Ling Liong Sik. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
Government, through var- 
ious projects and pro- 

Dr Mahathir cited Saudi 
Arabia as an example of a 
Country that has overcome _ 1cxs that one of the wavs of adverse farming condi- 
tions through modern 
methods. The Saudi Gov- 
crnmcnt, he said, has 
turned part of the desert 
into productive farms. 

Wheat is among the 
crops produced in Saudi 
Arabia. Imnorts have been 
reduced as’s result. 

“With our resources, 
there is no reason why we 

* ~~ 
reducing the country’s 
high food imports is 
through careful planning 
and effective implementa- 
tion of agricultural pro- 
jects. 

In this regard, said the 
Prime Minister, co-opera- 
tion among farmers, fi- 
shermen and the related 
Government agencies is 
necessary. 
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