PM:

BATU PAHAT, —Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mghathir Mo-
hamad_said today the
Government will not for-
sake the farming and fish-
ing community in its
quest for industrial devel-
opment.

“Food production will
continue to be given im-
portance. In fact, the Gov-
ernment has plans to im-
prove the agricultural
sector by increasing pro-
ductivity while gradually
reducing the number of
those involved in the sec-
tor,” he told a gathering
here when launching
Farmers Day.

The Prime Minister
said now that land was be-
coming scarce, the Gov-
ernment was forced to ex-

We wor’
tarmers and

pand other economic ac-
tivities such as manufac-
turing.

“Before independence
our population was only
about seven million.
There was much land for
agriculture. Now, our
population is 17.7 mil-

Jion.”

He said the population
target of 70 million by the
year 2085 would be
achieved by the year
203s.

In view of this, he said,
new technology must be
introduced to food pro-
duction and productivity
has to increase.

Dr Mahathir said those
involved in food produc-
tion should ensure that
the population did not

forsake
fishermen

starve if the country’s
foreign food sources
stopped supplies.

He cited Middle East
countries as an example
of self-sufficiency in food
production. The Prime
Minister said these na-
tions were now farming
their deserts to reduce de-
pendency on food im-
ports.

Dr Mahathir urged
farmers not to be jealous
of traders selling their
produce at high prices
overseas.

He said that although
the farmers were paid
small amounts, their prof-
it margin was much high-
er considering the high
overhead cost incurred by
the traders.
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