
PM: Government will decide terms 
of reference for Commonwealth team 

Observers to 
By A. Kadir Jasin 

KUALA LUMkJR, 
Wed. - The Cabinet to- 
day decided to proceed 
with the plan to invite 
observers from the 
Commonwealth coun- 
tries to witness the com- 
ing general election, but 
on terms of reference to 
be set by the Gov- 
ernment. 

The Prime Minister, Datuk 
Sermthir MohajjiZid, 
told the Press at his office 
here that the Government 
would be writing to the Corn-. 
monwealth Secretariat in 
London soon. 

The Cabinet, at its weekly 
meeting, reviewed the matter 
and decided that the Gov- 
ernment should still invite the 
observers despite its unhappi- 
ness with the conduct of’ the 
Commonweath Secretary-Gene- 
ral, Chief Emeka Anyaoku, and 
the two officials he sent here last 
week. 

Dr Mahathir said the Gov- 
ernment was unhappy that the 
two officials - Sir Anthony Sia- 
guru, the Commonwealth De- 
puty Secretary-General and Mr 
Neville Linton, Assistant Direc- 
tor of International Affairs - 
were here without being official- 
ly invited. 

Asked what would be the ac- 
tual role of the observers, the 
Prime Minister said: “They will 
be invited to watch our election 
in the manner that the United 
States, Australia and the United 
Kingdom invite foreign dignitar- 
ies. including journalists, to 
watch their elections.” 

Dr Mahathir said it was never 
the intention of the Government 
to allow the observers to meddle 

in local politics and with the 
work of the Election Commis- 
sion or to make official reports 
on the conduct of the election. 

“We are not inviting a foreign 
commission like the Cobbold 
Commission,” said the Prime 
Minister. 

The Cobbold Commission, 
headed by Lord Cobbold, was ap- 
pointed by the Malayan and the 
British Governments to study 
and make recommendations on 
the changes to the Constitution 
to allow for the entry of the Bor- 
neo States into the Federation of 
Malaysia in 1963. 

The Prime Minister told 
Parliament on June 21 that the 
Cabinet had agreed to invite 
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Commonwealth observers to 
watch the coming general elec- 
tion, but last Saturday said he 
was having second thoughts be- 
cause he believed that the Elec- 
tion Watch had influenced Chief 
Anyaoku. 

Asked what made him come to 
the conclusion, Dr Mahathir said 
the Election Watch, headed by 
former Lord President Tun Mo- 
hamed Suffian Hashim, had sent 
to the Commonwealth Secretar- 
iat its Press statement issued on 
June 26. 

In that statement, Tun Suffian 
spelt out what he called prere- 
quisites that should be met and 
certain facilities that should be 
made available to the observers. 
Tun Suffian told Dr Mahathir in 
a letter that he also sent support- 
ing documents. 

“I feel that as a result of the 
letter, the Commonwealth Secre- 
tary-General decided to send the 
two officials on the pretext of 
wanting to touch base with poli- 
tical parties here. 

“I told him that was not neces- 

sary and untimely as we have 
yet to decide on terms of refer- 
ence for the observers, but he in- 
sisted. 

“To my surprise, the two officials 
told me at the end of their meeting 
with me that they wanted to meet 
with the Election Watt .’ I tele- 
phoned Chief Anyaoku a 

fl 
. he insist- 

ed that the officials sh0L.d meet with 
the Election Watch. He assured me 
that they would meet other parties 
too:, 

The Prime Minister said he was 
aware that the officials met repre- 
sentatives of several Government 
and Opposition parties as well as Tun 
Haji Omar Ong Yoke Lin. Tun Omar 
is the head of the Group of Concerned 
Citizens, which opposes any attempt 
to undermine the authority and in@- 
grity of the Election Commission. 

Dr Mahathir said the Cabinet, in 
today’s meeting, came to the conclu- 
sion that the Commonwealth Secre- 
tary-General had taken a stand on 
the matter despite the fact that an 
invitation had yet to be sent to him to 
send the observers. 

“Still. we have decided to go ahead 
with the invitation, but we will make 
it absolutely clear to the Common- 
wealth Secretariat that we will ac- 
cept the observers only on our 
terms,” he said. 

The Prime Minister first men- 
tioned the possibility of inviting the 
Commonwealth observers to Sir 

/Shridath Ramphal, then Secretary- 
General of the Commonwealth, in 
May. Dr Mahathir then informed the 
Cabinet which agreed to the propo- 
sal. 

Sir Shridath told the Prime Minis- 
ter that the Commonwealth Secre- 
tariat could organise such a team if 
there was no objection from the Op- 
position parties in Malaysia. 

“I met Mr Lim Kit Siang, the 
leader of the Opposition, and told him 
that I do not want the observers to 
get involved in local politics. But 
they can meet the Election Commis- 
sion. Mr Lim seemed to agree to 
this,” said the Prime Minister. 

Dr Mahathir said he was utterly 
surprised by the action of Chief An- 
yaoku, adding that while the Secre- 
tariat was so concerned with getting 
the consent of the Opposition, it was 
not bothered about the stand of the 
Government. 
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