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KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. 
- Datuk Seri Dr Ma- 
&&i~__Mohamad said- 
day that aspiring entre- 
preneurs should not make 
the mistake of “thinking 
big” when starting a busi- 
“PD.2 1IG.J.7. 

The Prime Minister 
said they should take 
“things one step at the 
time” and not rush ahead 
to make fast profits. 

“I suggest that before 
anv businessman starts to 
think big he should start 
out small first and pro- 
gressively go ahead from 
there to identify and rec- 
tify his weaknesses and 
aquire the necessary 
skills needed to expand,” 
Dr Mahathir said when 
opening a national sympo- 
sium of Malaysian women 
entrepreneurs 

“Plan things out proper- 
ly. Take things a step at a 
time. Or else the aspiring 
entrepreneur may find 
that he has more prob- 

lems than he can handle. 
We should know what our 
weaknesses are. If we do 
not, we will not be able to 
solve oroblems faced bv 
entrep>eneurs,” he added. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
Government had, in the 
past. made the mtstake of 
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nessmen to “think big” 
when starting out. 

“When the Government 
urged them to think big, it 
was with the hope that 
they would be able to 
compete with other races 
but many of them thought 
only of making big profits 
without realising losses 
too could be big.” he said. 

Dr Mahathiralso urged 
businessmen to look East 
and emulate the work atti- 
tudes and values of busi- 
nessmen from Japan, 
South Korea and Taiwan. 

He said management 
skills and good ethics and 
values were among the 
qualities found among 
successful entrepreneurs. 

He criticised bumipu- 

tras who wasted the bene- 
fits and facilities provid- 
ed to them, saying that be- 
cause of this they were 
unable to reach the 30 per 
cent target in the NEP. 

Dr Mahathir cited as 
example the sale of 
shares allocated to bumi- 
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pumis anu sam mar oumr- 
putras should hold on to 
the shares to help the 
Government achieve its 
policies rather than sell 
them for auick orofits. 

On women entrepre- 
neurs, Dr Mahathir said 
that although the Govern- 
ment did not have a policy 
solely for them, it did not 
mean that they were not 
given any attentiof. 

He added that women 
entrepreneurshadeamed 
the attention of the Gov- 
ernment because the Gov- 
ernment “depends more 
on women entrepreneurs 
than men entrepreneurs.” 

“This is because from 
my observation I found 
that women entrepre- 
neurs suffered less or had 

less problems during the 
recession than their coun- 
terparts,” he said. 

The three-day sympo- 
sium is organised by the 
Federal Territory and Se- 
langor Association of Bu- 
miputra Women in Busi- 
ness and Professjon (Pen- 
mgawart, anu is spon- 
sored by the Canadian 
Internation Development 
Agency. 

Among the oarticioants 
are some of the most suc- 
cessful women entrepre- 
neurs in Asean. 

They include P.T Blue 
group- chairman Mutiara 
Djokosutono, whose com- 
uanv onerates 1.500 taxies 
in Indonesia, and Thai- 
land’s Surapee Rojana- 
vongse, who is chairman 
and director of several 
companies and founda- 
tions involved in activi- 
ties ranging from tourism 
to real estate. 

Among the speakers is 
the trustee and president 
of the Women’s World 
Bank Michaela Walsh 
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