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BERNAMA 1S5 RELEASING THE FULL TEXT OF PRIME MINISTER DATUK SERI -
‘DR MAHATHIR MOHAMAD'S8 SPEECH AT  THE LAUNCH OF THE SOUTH COMMISSION'S
FINAL REPORT IN CARACASy VENEZUELA, TODAY (AUG 3). THE SPEECH IS
EMBARGOED FOR 11PM MST TODAY. THE TEXT HAS 26 PARAGRAPHS. -- BERNAMA
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MAHATHIR-TEXT :

I AM INOEED HONOURED‘TO‘BE GIVEN THIS QPPORTUNITY TO SAY A FEW
WORDS ON THIS AUSPICIOUS OCCASION. IT IS5 ALS50 AN OCCASION THAT WE OF
THE SOUTH CAN BE PROUD OF FOR AFTER MUCH PAINSTAKING EFFORTS WE HAVE
BEEN ABLE TO PRODUCE A REPORT WHICH WILL SET THE TONE FOR ENHANCING
GREATER SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION.

2. IN A SENSEs WE ARE HERE TODAY AT THE END OF A LONG JOURNEY,
ALL JOURNEYS BEGIN.WITH FIRST STEPS. THE FIRST STEP BEGAN IN KUALA
LUMPUR IN MAY 19846 WHEN LEADERSy ACADEMICS AND SCHOLARS OF THE SOUTH
MET AT A CONFERENCE ORGANISED BY THE THIRD WORLD FOUNDATION AND THE
"MALAYSIAN INSTITUTE OF STRATEGIC AND INTERNATIONAL STULIES. THE
KUALA LUMPUR STATEMENT THAT IT ADOPTED DECLARED THAT IT WAS +B30OTH
NECESSARY AND URGENT FOR THE SOUTH TO REAPPRAISE ITS PCSITION AND
CHART OUT A PATH FOR THE FUTURE. TO THIS ENDs WE FROPOEE THE
"ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INDEPENDENT COMMISSION OF THE SOUTK ON
DEVELOPMENT ISSUES+.

3., PROPELLED BY THIS STATEMENTs I WENT TO THE SEPTEMBER 1986
HARARE SUMMIT OF THE NON-ALIGNED. IMMEDIATELY AFTER.THE OFFICIAL
OPENINGy» I FLEW TO DAR-ES-SALAM TO INVITE PRESIDENT JULIUS NYERERE
.TO BE THE COMMISSION’S CHAIRMAN., THE COMMISSION AND' ITE CHAIRMAN
WERE ANNOUNCED ON THE FOURTH DAY OF THE EIGHTH MEETING OF THE HEADS
OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE NON-ALIGNED. ON A DAY WHEN THE
APPLAUSE WAS THINy 1 REMEMBER MOSY VIVIDLY THE ENTHUSIASTIC RESPONSE
THAT AROSE SPONTAMNEOUSLY FROM THE FLOOR.

4. BETWEEN THAT DAY 'AND. THIS» THERE HAS OBVIOUSLY BEEN MUCH

- QUIET EFFORT AND GREAT. INTELLECTUAL DILIGENCE= AND DARE I SAY,
FERMENT. IT MOST CERTAINLY IS APPROPRIATE THAT THE JOURNEY THAT
BEGAN IN KUALA LUMPUR FOUR YEARS AGO SHOULD END TODAY IN CARACAS.
FOR IN MAY 19846 WHEN THE SCHOLARS OF THE SOUTH DEBATED THE IDEA OF A
SOUTH COMMISSION: THEY . WERE INSPIRED BY MANY PROPOSALS OF A SIMILAR
NATURE» AIMED AT ACHIEVING THE SAME END

5 THE COMPLETION OF THE REPORT(OF THE SOUTH COMMISION IS OF
COURSE A MAJOR MILESTONE IN THE ENDEAVOURS OF THE SOUTK. BUT
MILESTONES MERELY MARK THE MAJOR POINTS IN A JOURKEY AND DO NOT
SIGNIFY ITS END. THIS MILESTONE IS CERTAINLY NO EXCEPTION. -- MORE
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MAHATHIR ~TEXT<2

6. THERE HAVE BEEN MANY SUCH RERORTS AND COMHISSIONB IN THE
i  PAST. WE SHOULD TAKE A MEASURE OF PRIDE IN THE FACT THAT FOR .THE
% -FIRST TIME THIS REPORT OF THE SOUTH IS A GENUINE EFFORT OF THE
.S0UTH» BY THE SOUTH: FOR THE SOUTH: IT IS5 ALSO -WRITTEN:-BY THE SOUTH»
AND FUNDED BY THE SOUTH. I WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE ITS CHAIRMAN.
I WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE ITS CONMISSIONERS! I WOULD LLKE T0
CONGRATULATE 178 SECRETARIAT. ' 4 e
7. TO BE SURE, IT WILL BE SUBJECTED TO CRITICAL SCRUTINY.
INDEEDs IT MUST BE SUBJECTED TO CRITICAL SCRUTINY. THERE WILL BE
CYNICSs WHO WILL SAY THAT WHAT WE HAVE WILL BE ANOTHER- ACADEMIC
DOCUMENT. NEITHER THE EXTREME RIGHT NOR THE EXTREME LEFT WILL BE
SATISFIED.

8., BUT 175 VERY NATURE. A CONSENSUAL REPORT -- WHICH IS WHAT THE
SOUTH COMMISSION REPORT HAS 70O BE -—- CANNOT SATISFY ANY EXTREMIST
POSITION OR COMFORTABLY FIT THE NEEDS OF THE ENTIRE RANGE OF
COUNTRIES OF THE S0UTH. FEW RECOMMENDATIONS CAN BE EQUALLY RELEVANT
TO ALL COUNTRIES OF THE SOUTH. -

9. SPEAKING FOR MYSELFsy LET ME SAY THAT I FULLY ENDORSE THE

. CENTRAL MESGAGE OF THE REPORT THAT THE SOUTH.MUST MOVE ITSELFs AND
MUST FIND ITS OWN WAY IN THE WORLD. THERE IS NO DENYING THAT THE
MORAL CASE FOR ASSISTANCE. BUT WE IN THE.-SOUTH CANNOT AFFORD TO
FORGET THAT 'THE IMPORTANT HELPING HAND THAT WE ALL NEED IS AT THE

. END OF OUR OWN RIGHT ARM. IT IS AN IRON LAW OF HISTORY THAT NO-ONE
CAN DO ANYTHING TO US WORSE THAN WHAT WE CAN DO TO OURSELVES. NO ONE
CAN DO ANYTHING FOR US THAT IS AS VALUABLE AS WHAT WE CAN DO FOR
OURSELVES. THIS MUST BE THE CENTRAL MESSAGE OF SELF~RELIANCE AT THE
NATIONAL LEVEL AND:-AT THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL.

10. I ALSO FULLY ENDORSE THE CENTRAL PHILOSOPHY EXPRQUNDED IN THE
CONTEXT OF SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS. WE MUST START FROM THE SECURE
FOUNDATIONS OF REALISM. THERE 1S VERY LITTLE TO'BE GAINZD IN THE
+TAKING ON THE NORTH+. THOSE OF US WHO BELIEVE IN SOUTH-S0UTH
COOPERATION ARE NOT CONSPIRATORS AGAINST THE NORTH. WE ARE BELIEVERS
IN CONCERTING OUR STRENGTHs IN TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE POTENTIALS
FOR- COOPERATION BETWEEN USs IN SEEKING DIALOGUE WITH THZ NORTH AND A

SAY IN THE AFFAIRS OF A WORLD THAT IS ‘OURS AS MUCH AS A“YONE ELSE'S.
-- MORE
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MAHATHIR TEXT 3

11, THE TIME FOR RHETORLC 1S LONG GONE. IT- HOULD.BE‘THE MOST
.. SBEVERE INDICTMENT IF-JHE REPORY OF THE SOUTH COMMISSION DOES BECOME
* AN ACADEMIC TREATY, ONE_ THAT WILL MERELY GATHER DUaT ON THE
Ef;BOOKSHELF. ks i T

12. 1-HAVE EVERY CONFIDENCE THAT THIS ‘REPORT’ OF “THE SOUTH
COMMISSION WILL NOT BE SHELVED AND FORGOTTEN. FOR UNLIKE ITS :
ADMIRABLE PREDECESSORSy 8TEPS HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO GUARD AGAINST THIS
 ENENTUALITY. AT THE VERY LEAST: THE REPORT OF THE SOUTH COMMISSION
WILL MOVE FROM HERE TO THE ACTIVE AGENDA OF THE G-1%s MADE UP OF NOT
ONLY MALAYSIA AND VENEZUELA BUT OF 13 OTHER STATES COMMITTED TO
ADVANCING SOUTH-50UTH COOPERATION. ALREADYs SOME OF THE
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMISSION HAVE BEEN TURNED TO REALITYs EVEN
BEFORE THEY WERE PUT INTO PRINT.

13. THE COMMISSION RECOMMENDS +THE PARTICIPATION OF HEADS OF
STATE OR GOVERNMENT IN REGULAR INSTITUTIONALISED CONSULTATIONS+.
- ALREADY THE SUMMIT LEVEL GROUP FOR SOUTH-SOUTH CONSULTATIONS AND
COOPERATION ~- THE G-13 -- HAS MET IN KUALA LUMPUR. 1T MWILL BE
HOLDING ITS SECOND FORMAL MEETING IN CARACAS NEXT.YEAR.

14. THE COMMISSION ARGUES THAT +THE PROPOSAL TO ESTABRLISH THE
-8QUTH SECRETARIAT REQUIRES IMMEDIATE ACTION+. ALREADY A STEERING
GROUP OF THREE FOREIGN MINISTERS (FROM SENEGAL.» VENEZUELA AND
MALAYSIA) HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AND A +GROUP OF PROFESSIONALS+ WILL
BECOME A REALITY.

15. THE COMISSION PROPOSES THAT +IN THE AREA OF FINANCIAL
COOPERATIONy PRIORITY ATTENTION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE STRENGTHENING
OF REGIONAL AND SUB-REGIONAL CLEARING AND PAYMENTS ARRAHGMENTS AS
WELL AS EXPORT CREDIT FACILITIES+. I AM GLAD TO REPORT THAT MALAYSIA
TOGETHER WITH OTHER COUNTRIES HAVE AGREED TO SET UP FINANCIAL
MECHANISMS TO ENHANCE TRADE AMONG THE COUNTRIES OF THE GOUTH. TODAY)
1 AM PLEASED TO INFORM YOU THAT VENEZUELA AND MALAYSIA HAVE AGREED
TO ENTER INTO A BILATERAL PAYMENTS ARRANGEMENT. .PLANS ARE AFOOT TO
EXPEDITIOUSLY DO THE SAME WITH ARGENTINAy BRAZIL» CHILE» MEXICO AND
PERU IN SOUTH AMERICA. WITH REGARD TO THE AFRICAN CONTIMENTs STEPS
HAVE ALREADY BEEN TAKEN TO ENTER INTO BILATERAL PAYMENTS
ARRANGEMENTS WITH ALGERIA, BOTSWANA» EGYPTy MOROCCOs MOZAMBIGUE,
NIGERIAy ZAMBIA AND ZIMBABWE. IN ASIAy WE HAVE ALREADY ACTED TO
_QUICKLY EXTEND THE CONCEPT —-- ALREADY IN PLACE WITH IRAN -~ TO IRAQ:
MYANMAR AND PAKISTAN. -~ MORE
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- 16. IN THE ASOCIATION'OF SOUTH EAST ASIAN NATIONS OR ASEAN’
FORMS OF PAYMENTS ARRANGEMENTS ALREADY EXIST. THE SOUTH COMMISSION
RECOMMENDS THAT THEY ALSO BE BROUGHT INTO BEING. ACROSS" CONTINENTS. I
© AM HAPPY TO INFORM THAT MALAYSIA WiLL BE CONVENING.A MEETING OF
"CENTRAL BANKERS IN NOVEMBER TO TRY TO OPERATIONALISE THIS .CONCEPT.

17. ALSO VERY MUCH IN LINE NITH THE THINKING-OF THE SOUTH
COMMISSIONs MALAYSIA HAS WORKED OUT THE PARAMETERS AND THE TERMS OF
REFERENCE FOR A SOUTH INVESTMENTs .TRADE AND TECHNOLOGY DATA
- EXCHANGE. AND GOD WILLING» IN NOVEMBER THIS YEAR WE NILI CONVENE AN

EXPERT GROUP MEETING ON THIS.

18, THE, SOUTH COMMISSION RECOMMENDS THAT +COOPERATION AMONG
BUSINESS ENTERPRISES OF THE SOUTH SHOULD BE PROMOTED AT THE
BILATERALy SUB-REGIONAL+ REGIONAL AND INTER-REGIONAL LEVELS+. I AM
GLAD TO REPORT THAT YUGOSLAVIA HAS AGREED TO CONVENE THZ BUSINESS
- AND INVESTMENT FORUM POR THE SOUTH.

19, THE SOUTH COMMISSION HAS STRONGLY ARGUED THAT IN THE FIELD
OF HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT: PRIORITY SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE
IDENTIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF SELECTED CENTRES OF EDUCATIONAL
" EXCELLENCE AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SOUTH FELLOWSHIPS TO FACILITATE
‘THE MOVEMENT OF-STUDENTSs TEACHERS AND OTHERS IN THE FIELD OF
EDUCATION. MALAYSIA HAS ALREADY ENTERED INTO CONCRETE NEGOTIATIONS
WITH REGARD TC THE FORMER AND WILL EXTEND AND EXPAND THE FELLOWSHIPS
AND SCHOLARSHIPS THAT ARE ALREADY BEING AFFORDED TO DEVELOPING
"COUNTRIES. '

20. THE SOUTH COMMISSION RECOMMENDS THAT EACH COUNTRY SHOULD SET
UP A NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO ADVISE THE GOVERNMENT: TO MOBILISE PUBLIC
OPINION IN SUPPORT OF SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATIONsy -AND TO PROMOTE
PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE CONTACTS. MALAYSIA WILL BUILD ON THE EXISTING
_MECHANISM AND WILL ENTRUST TO THIS NATIONAL COMMITTEE THE TASK OF
STUDYING AND DEVELOPING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SOUTH COMMISSION

AND OTHER PROPOSALS FOR SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION FROM OTHER QUARTERS.
-~ MORF
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21, WE MAY FIND THAT IN MANY AREASs ONLY PARTS OF THE SOUTH CAN

" PARTICIPATE AND ACT TOGETHER. IT IS MY VIEW THAT WHERE THIS IS S0,
WE_SHOULD PROPOSE: WHILE ENCOURAGING OTHERS TO JOIN IN HEN AND.
WHERE THEY: CAN. “

22. THE SOUTH COMMISSION TITLES ITS REPORT +THE FHALLFNGE TO THE
SOUTH+. +CHALLENGE+ IS THE APPROPRIATE KEYNOTE. . - ™

23. THE GREAT EAST-WEST CONFLICT IS OVER. IT WAS CHARACTERISED
BY THE DIVISION OF MUCH OF THE WORLD BY AN IRON CURTAIN OF '
ANIMOSITYs HATRED AND PREJUDICE. THERE ARE THOSE TODAY WHO FEAR THAT
IN PLACE OF THE GREAT EAST-WEST CONFLICT OF "TEUTONIC PROPORTIONS
WILL BE A GREAT NORTH-SOUTH CONFLICT OF EQUALLY HEROIC CHARACTER. I~
00 NOT HOLD SUCH A VIEW. CONFLICTS BECOME GREAT :AND ENDURING ONLY:
WHERE STRENGTH MEETS STRENGTH AND POWER CONFRONTS POWER. THIS IS NOT
THE SOUTH-NORTH REALITY. ‘

24. THE CONCERN IS THATs THERE IS A GREATER DANGERs THE DANGER '
OF, MANY OF THE COUNTRIES OF THE SOUTH SIMPLY BEING FORGOTTENs OUT OF
SIGHTy OUT OF MINDs STANDING SULLENLY BY THE WAYSIDE» IN THE DARK
SHADOW OF POVERTY AND BACKWARDNESSs AS THE SPEEDING TRAIN OF HISTORY
AND OF PROGRESS WHIZZES BY. .

25. THERE IS THE DANGER THAT IN THE PLACE OF AN IRON CURTAIN OF
ANIMOSITY, HATRED AND PREJUDICE DIVIDING EAST AND WEST) THERE WILL
BE AN EQUALLY OPAQUE MENTAL CURTAIN OF IGNORANCE) CONTEMPT AND
COMPLETE DISINTEREST IN AS FAR AS THE NORTH IS CONCERNED. NOW: MORE
THAN EVERy THERE IS THE NEED FOR THE SOUTH TO BE SEEN» TO BE HEARD
_TO BE UNDERSTOOD AND TO BE ABLE TO MOVE FORWARD.

26. IT IS MY FERVENT HOPE THAT WHAT WE DO TODAY AND WHAT WE WILL
TOGETHER DO IN THE YEARS TO COME AMONG OURSELVES AND WITH THE NORTH)
WILL ENSURE THAT THE IMPOVERISHED WIL{L BE HEARD AND THAT AS MUCH OF
THE THIRD WORLD AS POSSIBLE WILL BE PART OF THE MAINSTREAM OF
DEVELOPMENT. IF THIS 1S A CRY IN THE WILDERNESSs A FORLORN
ASPIRATIONy LET US REMIND OURSELVES THAT 50 TOO WAS THE HOPE OF THE
SCHOLARS OF THE SOUTH WHO MET IN KUALA LUMPUR FOUR YEARS AGO. --
BERNAMA (ATTN EDS: THE TEXT 1S EMBARGOED FOR USE. AFTER 1*PM
(MALAYSIAN TIME) TODAY (AUG J).
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