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responsible for F 
ns’safety, says PM 

By Nuraina Samad 

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - 
Malayrla holds Iraq re- 
sponsible for the safety of 
Its nationals there and in 
Kuwalt, Prime Minister 

~~~.thlr 
e also repeated his 

pledge that the Gov- 
ernment would do everyth- 
lng posslble to bring the 
Malaysians safeJy home. 

The Governments of both 
countries are *naturally re- 
sponslble”.for whoever is in 
their country, Dr Mahathlr 
said as he stressed the Go- 

vernment’s concern for the 
safety of Malaysians in 
Iraq and Kuwait. 

He was speaking at a 
Press conference at the 
Kuala Lumpur Interna- 
tional Airport in Subang on 
his arrival from London af- 

4er a five-day vlslt to Vene- 
suela to launch the South 
Commission report. 

Dr Mahathtr sald Malay- 
sia would impose sanctions 
against Iraq as soon aa pos- 
sible, consistent with the 
United Nations Security 
Council decision. 

As a member of the coun- 
cil, Malaysia would study 

all decisions made by it on 
the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. he said. 

Dr Mahathlr added: “We 
will Walt for further decl- 
dons by the council to see 
what we can do. We would 
like to see close co-opera- 
tion among member coun- 
tries of the UN on a prob- 
lem which violates the 
principle of relations be- 
tween one country and an- 
other, specifically between 
a big nation and its smaller 
nelghbour.” 

He said Malaysia had 
adopted a specific stand on 
the issue. It had never 

agreed on any encroach- 
ment by a blg nation into a 
smaller one. 

He added that it had also 
never subscribed to the set- 
ting up of a puppet Gov- 
ernment as a way of solv- 
lng problems between two 
countries. 

Asked to comment on re- 
ports of US troops being de- 
ployed ln Saudi Arabia, Dr 
Mahathlr said Malaysia 
would be happier if action 
taken by any country was 
based on the UN decision. 

On Kuwaltl assets in the 
country, he said any de- 
clslon by the Government 

would be t n 

x 

after the 
crisis was 0 r. 

Asked w ether Petronas 
would lnc sac production 
ln view of the oil shortage 
and increased prices 
brought about by the lnva- 
slon, Dr Mahathtr said the 
Government would con- 
sider doing so lf necessary. 

But he said Petronas’ ca- 
pability to increase produc- 
tion was llmlted and 
Malaysia ‘1s not happy” to 
see an excessive lncreaae 
in the price of oil as this 
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would result in all sorta. 
effects on the economte&& 
‘both the rich and po6r ~l(b” 
tiQM. ‘., :a. 

Dr Mahathir satd Mala& 
da would like to sm. Lli’ 
prices malntalned at 3 &-. 
table level - ‘not too$w 

! and not too low”. 
j He sald the suitable prices 
,would be that fix& by* 
Opec, which is bette&: 
US)20 and US$Zl (about 
M$64 and M$RJ.TO) peg bar-, 
reL ?‘_I .I 

Commenting on tlie*&& 
fact of a possible rec&iiom, 
ln the United States fafl6+ : 
ing the increase 1% WY’ 
p&es, Dr Mahathlr’aiitd 
Malaysls’s prosperlt$tds 
Ewtydndent on t!$TYfC 

“We do not want tf-&: 
anyone go through a r&t&, 
slon. We are selling &+? 
and products. If peopld al-0 
not doing ‘well economtcal: 
ly, then they are not go-. 
to buy. L ;,. . ‘5 

‘We can beneflt from a. 
more prosperous worl&T I 8: 

On whether Malsypia-8 

. 

accommodate the ahangar ’ 
in the world. * 
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