
SEREMBAN. Fri. -i&k 
S& Dr Mahathi Moha- 
mad advised Mus ims and 
non-Muslims to interact 
more often with each other 
so that they could discuss 
common issues and pomote 
greater tolerance in the 
community. 

The Prime Minister said 
such interaction was vital 
in a multi-racial society. 
He said such constant com- 
munication would help pro- 
mote better understanding 
among the people. 

The Prime Mintster was 
speaking at the foundation 
stone-laying ceremony of 
the $6 million Pusat Dak- 
wah Islamiah at the Paroi- 
Senawang junction today. 

He said Muslims and 
non-Muslims should seek a 
consensus on common is- 
sues. 

“This will not only 
heighten each other’s un- 
derstanding but will also 
inspire respect among the 
rakyat.” 

Dr Mahathir, who &as 

here on a one-day visit, 
said the setting up of the Is- 
lamic centre here should 
encourage the State Gov- 
ernment to carry out more 
religious activities but 
warned that the spread of 
religion should not be the 
result of force. 

Islam is a respected reli- 
gion and is also a way of 
life. 

Its image can be further 
enhanced if the promoters 
could physically demon- 
strate its success. 

Such success would help 
spread the influence of Is- 
lam and Ielamtc values, ha, 
said. 

The centre. scheduled for 
completion in 1992, will en- 
able the Government to co- 
ordinate all dakwah activi- 
ties in the State. 

Earlier, Menteri Besar 
Datuk Mohamed Isa Haji 
Abdul Samad advised Mus- 
lims to be wary of certain 
groups which are trying to 
undermine the Govern- 
ment’s effort to promote Is- 

lamic value8 in t admin- 
istration.. ,. % 

Theci$e&e may be us- 
ing Islam as a rallying 
point. 

However, they created 
confusion and rejected the 
Government’s untiring ef- 
forts to inculcate Islamic 
values, he said. 

Work on the centre’s 
foundation is 80 per cent 
completed. Construction of 
the centre is scheduled to 
begin late this vear. 
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