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KANGAR, AUG 20,\‘(BERNAHA) . PRIME MINISTER DATUK SERI DR
MAHATHIR MOHAMAD HAS ADVISED WORKERS TO IGNORE UNION LEADERS WHO
INCITE THEM TO STAGE STRIKE TO BACK CLAI MS FOR BETTER WAGES.

RESORTING TO STRI KES O0OR WORKING-TO-RULE WAS NOT A PROPER WAY TO
GET BETTER PAYs HE SAIl D.

A BETTER APPROACH WOULD BE FQR THEM TO COOPERATE WITH AND SE
LOYAL TO THE EMPLOYER AND IMPROVE PRODUCTIVITYs HE SAIl D.

A PROFI T- MAKI NG compaNy wouLD RAI SE  WORKERS' WAGES AND Gl VE  THEM
BONUS, SAI D THE PRIME M NI STER wHEN ADDRESSI NG WORKERS OF PERLIS
ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION-OWNED COMPANIES IN JEJAWI HERE.

UNREASONABLE DEMANDS FOR WAGE INCREASE AND INDUSTRIAL ACTION
COLé'LA‘l?DONLY PARALYSE INDUSTRIES AND RESULT IN CLOSURE OF FACTORIES7?
HE )

+WHEN FACTORIES CLOSE" DOWNs UNION LEADERS ARE NOT AROUND TO

DEFEND THE WORKERS WHO ARE AT A DISADVANTAGE AND JOBLESSi+ HE
SAID.-- MORE
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THE PRIME M NI STER REITERATED THAT HE REGRETTED THE ATTITUDE OF
UNION LEADERS NAMELY MTUC PRESIDENT ZAINAL RAMPAK AND
SECRETARY-GENERAL V.DAVID | N BACKI NG PETI TI ONS TO HAVE UNITED
STATES' GSP PRIVILEGES WITHDRAWN FROM MALAYSIA.

THEY SHoulD HAVE | N FACT PETI TI ONED FOR INCREASED QUOTA OF
MALAYSIAN GOODS FOR THE US SO THAT MORE FACTORIES COULD BE SET UP
AND CREATE MORE JOBS INSTEAD OF ASKI|I NG FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE
GSPy HE SAID.

THE GOVERNMENT SERVICE COULD ONLY PROVIDE EMPLOYMENT TO 8&0y000
PEOPLE WHEREAS SEVEN M LLI ON MORE NEeDED JoBS T0O0 VWHICH | T HOPED TO
CREATE THROUGH PRI VATI SATI ON AND.INDUSTRIALISATION | NCENTI VES.

MALAYSIAN WORKERS SHOULD LEARN FROM WHAT HAD HAPPENED | N
AUSTRALIA9 A Rl CH NATI ON onceBuTNow FACI NG ECONOM C DI FFI CULTI ES
BECAUSE DEMANDS FOR HIGH WAGES BY | TS LABOUR PROMPTED BANKS TO
CHARGE A 20 PER CENT INTEREST RATE COMPARED TO ONLY SEVEN PER CENT
| N MALAYSIA9 HE SAI D.

HE URGED MALAYSIAN WORKERS TO BE REASONABLE WHEN DEMANDING FOR

BETTER PAY AND SET UP | N- HOUSE UNIONS TO MAKE THEM MORE RESPONSIBLE
TO THER FACTCRES. -- MORe .
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EARLIER, DATUK SERI DR MAHATHIR, ACCOMPANI ED BY MENTERI BESAR DR
ABDUL HAMID PAWANTEH AND OTHER BARI SAN NASI ONAL LEADERS, VISTED THE
DRAGON AND PHOENIX BHD GARMENT FACTORY I N JEJAW... S

MANAGING DIRECTOR CHENG WAI KEUNG TOLD THE PRIME MINISTER THAT
THE PLANT EMPLOYED 1+000 WORKERS AND EXPORTED GARMENTS WORTH $12
MILLION ANNUALLY.

DRAGON AND PHOENI X | NVESTED $480 M LLION 710 BUI LD ALTOGETHER 10
FACTORIES NATIONWIDE EMPLOYINGA TOTAL OF 7y000 WORKERS, HE SAID,~--
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