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KANGAR, Mon. - Com-
mitment to employers’ pro-
fitability and consolidating
industrial harmony can
help ensure higher profits
and remuneration, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
lrraa said today.
me Prime Minister said
resorting to strikes in sup-
port of claims for higher.
wages was outdated and a
move which could even-
tually result in losses for
workers and employers.

Addressing a large gath-
ering of factory workers
from Jejawi industrial es-
tate at the Dragon and
Phoenix plant, Dr Ma-
hathir said the Govern-
ment’s way of ensuring
workers get higher income
from their employers was
by encouraging them to be
more productive.
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lopment in the country.

He outlined four factors
which could bring about
this progress:

0 strong Government
with sound track record in
administration;

0 skilled employees;
0 peace and stability;

and,
0 the ability to make full

use of the natural re-
sources .

Dr Mahathir said the
progress made by the  na-
tion is evident from the fact
that Malaysia is consi-
dered fifth among 130 deve-
loping countries (behind
South Korea, Taiwan, Hong
Kong and Singapore).

He explained t&he  gath-

.

The Prime Minister, who
is on a one-day visit to Per-
lis, said it was evident that
workers have now man-
aged to get better wages
through this peaceful way.

With more industries be-
ing opened and with the
better profits brought
about by the sound econo-
mic policies, employers are
faced with the problem of
getting workers to meet
their needs.

They have resorted to
pinching workers from
other factories and paying
them higher wages.

Dr Mahathir said the
Government wanted the in-
dustrial peace between em-
ployers and employees to
prevail while it went about
attracting more investors
to set up ventures to gener-
ate more jobs.

Present were Datin Seri
Dr Siti  Haamah  Mohamed
Ali. MCA president Datuk
Seri  Dr Ling Liong Sik,
MIC  president Datuk Seri
S. Samy Vellu, Gerakan
president Datuk Seri Dr
Ltm  Keng Yalk, Umno se-
cretary-general Datuk Mo-
hamad  Bahmat,  and Sara-
wak Barisan Nasional
Youth chairman Datuk Ce-
lestine Ujang.

At a gathering of gov-
ernment employees in the
State at Stadium Datuk
Sheikh Ahmad.  Dr Ma-
hathir said the people will
be closer to the GOV-
ernment if government

ering  the rationale behind
the Government’s privati- -
sation  policy - to make
agencies profitable ven-
tures.

Citing Syarikat Telekom
Malaysia Berhad as an ex-
ample, Dr Mahathir said
previously the Gov-
ernment had to pump in
money to the agency to
carry out its task.

“Now, STM has been able
to make $500 million profit
a year and since it is at the
moment a wholly-owned
government company, it  is
now reaping the benefits of
the profits together with

j

the workers.”
Similarly ,  he  said,

workers of the Port Kelang
Container Terminal are
earning more since its pri-
vatisation.

Encouraged by these
success, the Government is
gradually privatising se-
veral other agencies.

The Prime Minister told
government servants in
the State that they could
make Perlis  strong econo-
mically eventhough it is
small. -

One achievement bv the
State is that it now has  $150
million in its coffers - the
result of sound financial
management.

Earlier, Menteri Besar
Dr Abdul Hamid  Pawsnteh
was confident Perlis would
be able to repay all its
Federal Government debts
within the shortest possible
period.
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