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(DAP)  A N D  T H E  C H I N E S E  E D U C A T I O N I S T S  O P T E D  O U T  O F  T H E  N A T I O N A L
E C O N O M I C  C O N S U L T A T I V E  C O U N C I L  (NECC)  B E C A U S E  T H E Y  H A V E  N O  F O R M U L A
F O R  T H E  P O S T - 1 9 9 0  E C O N O M I C  P O L I C Y  T H A T  C A N  D R A W  L E S S  O R  N O  C R I T I C I S M
FROM THE PUBLIC9  DAIUKSERI  DR MAHATHIR flOHAMAD  SAID TONIGHT.

+THESE  PEOPLE ARE ONLY GOOD AT CRI?ICISING  BUT ARE QUITE
INCAPABLE OF ANYTHING POSITIVE OR CONSTRUCTIVEI+  HE SAID AT A DINNER
OF THE HARVARD CLUB OF MALAYSIA HERE. THE TOPIC OF HIS ADDRESS WAS
+POST  1990-ECONOMIC  POLICY OF MALAYSIA.+

TRACING THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY
(NEP) WHICH EXPIRES THIS YEAR1  HE SAID THAT ONE WAY OR THE OTHER9
THERE WAS A PRICE TO BE PAID FOR THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC EXPERIMENT THAT
WAS NEITHER SOCIALISM AT‘ONE END OR CAPITALISM ON THE OTHER.

+WE THINK THAT WE PAY A LOWER PRICE WITH THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC
E N G I N E E R I N G  O F  T H E  N E P  AGAINST A  V E R Y  M U C H  H I G H E R  P R I C E  I F  W E  I G N O R E
RACIAL SENSITIVITIES AND GO EXCLUSIVELY FOR ECONOMIC GROWTHI+  HE
ADDED. - -  M O R E
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+STILLq  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  F E E L S  T H A T  I T  D O E S  N O T  H A V E  A  M O N O P O L Y  O F
W I S D O M .  A N D  S O , I N  O R D E R  T O  F O R M U L A T E  T H E  E C O N O M I C  P O L I C Y  O F  T H E
N A T I O N  A F T E R  1 9 9 0  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  H A S  B R O U G H T  A N  E Q U A L  N U M B E R  O F
C R I T I C S  A N D  S U P P O R T E R S  T O G E T H E R  U N D E R  T H E  N E C C  S O  T H A T  T H E Y  C A N
F O R M U L A T E  B Y  C O N S E N S U S  T H E  P O S T - 1 9 9 0  P O L I C Y .

+CONSENSUS  I S  N E C E S S A R Y  B E C A U S E  W E  A R E  T R Y I N G  T O  A V O I D  B E I N G
U N F A I R  T O  A N Y  P A R T I C U L A R  G R O U P .  O T H E R W I S E ,  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  C A N
F O R M U L A T E  T H E  P O L I C Y  B Y  ITSELFI  F O R  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  A L S O  H A S
C O N S I D E R A B L E  SUPPORTI+  H E  A D D E D .

N O T I N G  T H A T  T H E  D A P  A N D  T H E  C H I N E S E  E D U C A T I O N I S T S  H A D  C R I T I C I S E D
T H E  G O V E R N M E N T - F O R M U L A T E D  NEPI  H E  S A I D  T H E I R  O P T I N G  O U T  O F  T H E  N E C C
M E A N T  T H A T  T H E Y  H A D  N O  F O R M U L A  W H I C H  C O U L D  D R A W  L E S S  O R  N O  C R I T I C I S M
F R O M  T H E  P U B L I C .

+WHILE  T H E Y  C O N D E M N  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  F O R  N O T  L I S T E N I N G  T O  T H E I R
V I E W S ,  I T  I S  O B V I O U S  T H A T  T H E Y  A R E  N O T  P R E P A R E D  T O  L I S T E N  T O  T H E
V I E W S  OF O T H E R S .

+MUCH  L E S S  A R E  T H E Y  W I L L I N G  T O  A D J U S T  T H E I R  D E M A N D S  I N
R E C O G N I T I O N  O F  T H E  R I G H T S  O F  O T H E R S  T O  M A K E  T H E I R  DEMANDSI+  H E  S A I D .
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D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  A L S O  S A I D  T H A T  T H E  D A P  A N D  T H E  CHINESE
E D U C A T I O N I S T S  S E E M E D  T O  C L A I M  T H A T  T H E Y  H A D  A  M O N O P O L Y  O F  W I S D O M .

+ B Y  O P T I N G  O U T  T H E Y  F E E L  T H E Y  C A N  B E  F R E E  T O  C R I T I C I S E  A N D
C O N D E M N  W H A T E V E R  T H E  N E C C  D E C I D E S  AND9  O F  COURSE5  W H A T E V E R  T H E
G O V E R N M E N T  W I L L  E V E N T U A L L Y  F O R M U L A T E .

+THEY R E G A R D  T H E I R  O W N  N A R R O W  C O M M U N A L  P O L I T I C A L  O B J E C T I V E S  A S
M O R E  I M P O R T A N T  T H A N  N A T I O N A L  I N T E R E S T , +  T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  A D D E D .  - -
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