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@S U N G A I  PETANlr  A U C  23dcBERNAMA) - -  T H E  H I G H E R  PADI  P R I C E  S U B S I D Y
THE G O V E R N M E N T  A N N O U N C E D ’ L A S T  W E E K  W I L L  B E  E F F E C T I V E  F R O M  T H E
H A R V E S T  S E A S O N  A S  O F  Tlk B E G I N N I N G  O F  L A S T  MONTH?  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R
D A T U K  S E R I  D R  M A H A T H I R  MOHAHAD  S A I D  T O D A Y ._.-..----.

HE  ~~-ID---~~-~-‘--c~~~~~~NT  HaJACCEDED  T O  ‘ T H E  N U M E R O U S  A P P E A L S  F O R
T H E  I N C R E A S E D  S U B S I D Y  T O  B E  GIVEN A L S O  Td F A R M E R S  W H O  H A D  S O L D  T H E I R
C R O P  F O R  T H I S  S E A S O N , .

THE APPEALS HAD COME AFTER THE PRIME MINISTER ANNOUNCED ON AUG
16 THAT THE SUBSIDY WOULD BE INCREASED FROM 810 TO St5 A  PICUL.

F A R M E R S  W H O  H A D  S O L D  T H E I R  PAD1 F O R  T H E  S E A S O N  W O U L D  R E C E I V E  T H E
A D D I T I O N A L  S U B S I D Y  W H E N  T H E Y  P R O D U C E  T H E I R  S A L E S  R E C E I P T S !  D A T U K
SEA1  D R  M A H A T H I R  T O L D  R E P O R T E R S  A F T E R  ADD,RESSING  A  G A T H E R I N G  A T  A
P A D A N G  H E R E .

HE SAID THE ARREARS IN PAYMENT THE GOVERNMENT HAD TO BEAR WAS
NOT HIGH BECAUSE THE HIGHER SUBSlDY  THIS YEAR WAS FOR ONLY SIX
MONTHS.

THE ADDITIONAL EXPENDITURE FOR A YEAR WAS $139 MILLION9 BUT FOR
T H I S  Y E A R  IT W O U L D  O N L Y  B E  H A L F  T H A T  AMOUNT9  H E  A D D E D .  - -  M O R E
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THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THERE WAS NO POLITICAL MOTIVE IN
BACKDATING IMPLEMENTATION TO JULY lr ADDING THAT THE BN GOVERNMENT
R E A L I S E D  T H E  P L I G H T  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  A N D  W O U L D  D O  W H A T E V E R  P O S S I B L E  F O R
T H E M .

+THIS  S U B S I D Y  W I L L  A L S O  E N A B L E  T H E  P E O P L E  L E A D  A  M O R E
C O M F O R T A B L E  L I F E , +  H E  S A I D .

O P E N I N G  A  P E D E S T R I A N  M A L L  I N  P U L A U  P I N A N G  L A S T  SUNDAYI  H E  H A D
ALSO SAID THAT THE SUBSIDY WAS INCREASED TO PREVENT A HIKE IN THE
PRICES OF PAD1 AND RICE WHICH HE FELT COULD MAKE THE POOR SUFFER

,  M O R E .
O N  T H E  B N ’ S  P R E P A R A T I O N  F O R  T H E  N E X T  G E N E R A L  ELECTIONI  D A T U K

S E R I  OR  M A H A T H S R  S A I D  T H E  COALfTION  W A S  R E A D Y  F O R  I T .
H E  E X P R E S S E D  C O N F I D E N C E  T H A T  T H E  B N  E L E C T I O N  M A C H I N E R Y  W A S

E F F I C I E N T  A N D  S T R O N G  E N O U G H  T O  F A C E  T H E  OPPOSITIONv  A S  H A D  B E E N
P R O V E N  I N  T H E  B Y - E L E C T I O N  IN T H E  K I J A L  S T A T E  C O N S T I T U E N C Y  I N
T E R E N G G A N U  R E C E N T L Y .

A S K E D  F O R  T H E  DATE,OF  T H E  N E X T  G E N E R A L  E L E C T I O N 9  D A T U K  S E R I  D R
MAHATHIR SAID IT WOULD BE HELD ANY TIME NOW AND ADDED: +BE  PREPAREDs
YOU OPPOSITION PARTIES.+ -- MORE
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O N  D E V E L O P M E N T  I N  S U N G A I  PETAN  H E  S A I D  T H E  C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  A
W A T E R  T R E A T M E N T  P L A N T  I N  P I N A N G  T U N G G A L  W A S  A N  E F F O R T  B Y  T H E
G O V E R N M E N T  T O  P R O V I D E  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  .FACILITIES  T H E R E  A N D  I N  N E A R B Y
A R E A S  W H E R E  I N D U S T R I E S  W E R E  COMINGUP.

H E  S A I D  5 0 0  H E C T A R E S  W O U L D  B E  O P E N E D  T H E R E  F O R  N E W  INDUSTRIESI
A N D  S E V E R A L  ‘-ARGE  C O M P A N I E S  S U C H  A S  M I T S U B I S H I  A N D  M A T S U S H I T A  H A D
A P P L I E D  T O  I N V E S T  T H E R E .  L

M C A  P R E S I D E N T  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  LING  LIONG  SIK(  M I C  P R E S I D E N T  D A T U K
S E R I  S .  S A M Y  VELLUv  G E R A K A N  P R E S I D E N T  D A T U K  S E R I  D R  LIM tiENG Y A I K
A N D  K E D A H  M E N T E R I  B E S A R  D A T U K  S E R I  H A J I  O S M A N  AROFF  A L S O  A D D R E S S E D
T H E  G A T H E R I N G .

T H E  L E A D E R S  R A I S E D  VdRIOUS  ISSUES?  I N C L U D I N G  T H E  A C C U S A T I O N S  T H E
O P P O S I T I O N  H U R L E D  A T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T .

D A T U K  S E R I  HAJI  O S M A N  S A I D  T H E  P E O P L E  O F  K E D A H  W O U L D  C O N T I N U E  TG
S U P P O R T  T H E  L E A D E R S H I P  O F  D A T U K  SERX  D R  M A H A T H I R .

D A T U K  S E R I  D R  L I M  K E N G  YAIK  R E M I N D E D  T H E  P E O P L E  N O T  T O  A L L O W
A N Y O N E  T O  D I S R U P T  T H E  H A R M O N Y  T H A T  P R E V A I L E D  I N  T H E  C O U N T R Y .  - -
BERNAMA
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