
BACKDATED - RISE
‘IN PAili  GRANTS ’

Farmers to be ptiid extra from July 1, says Dr M
By Paul Gal@?1
SUNGAI  P!Z+ANI,  Thurs.
- The 50 per cent in-
crease in nadi subsidv
wi l l  be  backda ted  to  Ju ly
1, Datuk Set-i Dr Mahathir
MohamaQ  said today.

The Prime Minister
said farmers would be
paid the “subsidy ar-
rears” based on the re-
ceipts of padi  sold.

He said he had yet to
“ca lcu la te”  how much i t
would cost the Govern-
ment although he felt it.
won’t be “very much.”

Dr Mahathir said the in-
crease was initiably  effec-
tive only from Aug 16, the
day he announced it.

He said he agreed to
backdate the increase af-
ter Kedah Mentri Besar
Datuk Seri Haji Osman
Aroff made an anoeal.

“ H e  p h o n e d  me imme-
diately after I made the
announcement .  and to ld
me that Kedah farmers
who had already sold
the i r  padi were  hard-
pressed .

“He asked for a back-
date to July to alleviate
the hardship of farmers.  I
agreed,”  he  to ld  repor ters
after  addressing several
thousand people at the
public ground here.

About 22,000 padi  farm-
ers, most of whom are in
Kedah, Kelantan, Perak
a n d  Selangor ,  wi l l  benef i t
from the increase.

‘The increase means

that  farmers would gut at
least  $76 for  every ?OOkg
of padi  t h e y  s o l d .

The Nat ional  Rice and
Padi Board (LPN) bad
said that it gave out subsi-
dies amountmg to $245
million a year. With the
inc reased  subs idy ,  LPN
would  be  spend ing  $367.5
million.

This is the second in-
crease  s ince  the  subs idy
was introduced in 1980.

Dr Mahathir was on a

Sik), MIC (Datuk Seri S.
Samy Vellu) and Gerakan
(Datuk Seri  Dr Lim Keng
Yaik).

On the  Bar isan  e lec t ion
machinery, Dr Mahathir
said all the states had
geared up for the election.

“The election can be
held anytime now. but I
don’t know when. I advise
the opposition to be ready,
too,  o therwise  they may
be in for  a  shock.”

Dr Mahathir earlier.  .  . .two-day visit to Kedamd the crowd that the
with a Barisan Nasional
delegation co-mprising

democratic, freedom they

presidents of the MICA
were enjoying did not

(Datuk Seri Dr Ling LiOW
mean that the people
should vote in untnust-

wor thy  and  i r r e spons ib l e
oppos i t ion  pa r t i e s  a t  r an-
dom to form tKe  govern-
men&

“In an election we must
be ful ly aware of  what  is
be ing  contes ted  and what
the  i ssues  are ,”  he  added.

Earl ier ,  Dr Mahathir  re-
ce ived  6 ,500  appl ica t ions
from former PAS mem-
bers to ioin Umno.

He visited the Pinang
T u n g g a l  w a t e r  pum-
phouse  cons t ruc t i on  s i t e
th i s  morn ing .

This evening, he attend-
ed a  s ta te  Bar isan dinner
at the Datuk Syed Omar
hall in Alor  Star.
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