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ALOR  STAR Thurs. .-!
Prime Ministeruk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mo-- _.--
h-today urged
Malaysian Chinese and
otherWracial  groups not
to support extremist
parties but 10  continue
supporting the Barisan
Nasional concept which
had brought  about a
strong and effective
Government.

He said if the BN was
returned with a weak
majority, it would not
be able to maintain law
and order or be effec-
tive.

He said in 1969 the
Government was not as
strong as it was today
and this had resulted in
demonstrations by var-
ious  rac ia l  groups
which led to the 1969
riots.

Speaking at a dinner
hosted by the Kedah
and Per& Chinese As-
sembly halls at the De-
wan Datuk Syed Omar,
he said the BN, and the
Alliance before that,
were led by moderate
leaders.

The Prime Minister
said this strength be-
came evident when the
Chinese and Malays
voted in candidates
from the same party
during the municipal
elections-in Kuala
Lumpur in 1951.

In successive general
elections, the Alliance
a
P

d later the BN were
e.,ected  with strong ma-
j#ities  which enabled
them to form strong
Governments.

He said the British

had feared that chaos
would occur in this
country due to the pre-
sence of various races
once they gave the
country independence
but events had proved
them wrong. All this
had been made possible
through the Alliance

‘and  BN  concept.
Dr Mahathir said the

stable Government had
led to the growth of in-
dustries and progress
in other fields to such
an extent that Malaysia
now ranked  f i f th
among over 130 deve-
loping countries.

The same strength
had forced the Com-
munist Party of Ma-
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laya  (CPM) t o  l a y
down arms recently.

He said  world leaders
had praised Malaysia’s
stability and African
leader Nelson Mandela
had commented that
Malaysia was the only
country where guerilla
warfare had failed.

He promised that the
BN would continue to
choose  moderate
leaders.

He reminded the peo-
ple not to be influenced
by Semangat 46 or any
other opposition parties
who were out to split
them.

Also present at the
function was Menteri
Besar Da&k Seri Haji
Osman Aroff.
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