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Mecca, Medina

By K. Bala

JITRA, Fri. — Malay3|a
will send troops as request-
ed by Saudi Arabia if the
holy "cities of Mecca and

Medina are in imminent
danger, but will otherwise
abide by the decisions of the
United Nations, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said today: ~ - -~

At the moment the cities are
under no threat as they are some
1,800km from the immediate area
of danger, the Prime Minister
said when launching Rela’s na-
tional-level Bulan Bakii at Seko-
lah Menengah Sri Mahawangsa
(See Also Page 3).

Dr Mahathir regretted the cri-
sis in the Gulf where “a rich Mus-
lim nation has been attacked by
another rich and powerful Mus-
lim country.” Though he did not
name the countries, he was refer-
ring to the Iraqgi invasion of
Kuwait and the danger posed to
Saudi Arabia,

Saudi Arz®ia, which was not in
a position’ to defend itself, was
forced to ask for help, he said, ad-
ding that it had no choice in de-
ciding to whom it should turn to.

“It is very sad that the conflict
is among Muslim nations. It is
also sad that the aid came from
non-Islamic countries (the Unit-
ed States and its allies).

“Though this is sad, Saudi Ara-
bia cannot defend itself on its
own.

“By right the UN should defend
Saudi Arabia, but it cannot act
without the consensus of the
members.”

He said Saudi Arabia had asked
for help from other Muslim coun-
tries.

(Last week, Saudi Arabia’s

King Fahd sent his special envoy
Sheikh Abdul Azis to request for
Malaysian troops. The request
dvas conveyed to Yang di-Pertuan
Agong Sultan Azlan Shah, and the
Cabinet was reported to have dis-
cussed the matter two days ago.)

Malaysia realised the threat to

the Government and people of
Saudi Arabia, and also the hard-
ships faced by the Kuwaitis.

“We are prepared to give aupport if
Mecca and Medina are threatened. If
not, we will await the decigion of the
UN.

“If the UN agrees, we will send our
troops to be part of the UN forces just
like in the Congo, the Iran-lraq con-
flict and Namibia.”

Dr Mahathir hoped the Gulf con-
flict would be a lesson to Malaysians
on the need for unity and stability.

On democracy, the Prime Minister
said for the system to succeed there
must be discipline.

This meant there could not be abso-
lute freedom as the norms of mora-
lity and decency must be taken into
account.

“Our democracy must be Malay-

m not gla American. We have
]gokae{ermme what is right for us.

“We are not ashamed-to admit that
there are some limits to democracy
to prevent chaos and disorder in our
multi-racial country.”

Otherwise the people are free to do
what they want, he said, adding that
anyone |nclud|ng newspapers who
transgressed these limits and threa-
tened stability and security would be
dealt  with.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia was on
the threshhold of being a developed
country and would achieve the status
as long as the people worked hard.

He said Malaysia was now being
looked upon as a model by many
Third World countries. Their offi-
cials are keen to visit and study not
only Malaysia's economic develop-
ment efforts but also its racial unity.

He said a 60-man team from Ni-
geria including gix Ministers would
visit Malaysia soon for this purpose.
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