
MLmhp  right to be in -council, says pRll1-.
ALOR  STAR, Fri. - ThewKuala  Lumour this eve-
Malaysian Labour Organi-
sation  (MLO)  has a right
to be represented in the
National Labour Advisory
Council! Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathu Mohamad said

7oaay.
The Prime Minister

said all the ML0  had to do
was to prove it had the
backing of  workers .

He said it was left to the
workers  to  dec ide  wheth-
er they wanted the ML0
to represent them in the
council.

“We will have to consid-
e r  the  organ isa t ion’s  re -
quest  for membership in
the council if it has the
necessary support from
workers .

“The  only  cr i te r ion  ( for
inclusion in the council) is
whether  the  ML0  ge t s  the
support  of  the  workers ,”
he said at the Sultan Abd-
ul Halim airport in Kepala
Batas before  re turning to

ning after a two-day visit
to Kedah.

On the objections of the
MTUC and Malaysian
Employers Federation
(MEF)  over the ML0  in-
clusion, Dr Mahathir said:
“It is not the right of the
MTUC to agree or dis-
agree . . the question is
whether  the  ML0  ge t s  the
support  of  the workforce.

“If many back the MLO,
one cannot claim that only
the MTUC reserves the
exclusive right (to sit in
the council). The .same
goes for the MEF . . . it
cannot say that it does not
want to have relations
with  o ther  par t ies ,  i t  has
no right, only the workers
can decide.”

Dr Mahathir was com-
ment ing on s ta tements  by
MTUC deijuty  secretary-
general G. Rajasekaran
and MEF executive direc-
to r  Me.  Zain Majid yester-

day  tha t  the  ML0  s h o u l d
not be included in the
council, the Industrial
Court panel and other
s imi la r  t r ipar t i t e  bodies .

Both groups said that
on ly  o rgan i sa t i ons  “mos t
representat ive” of  work-
e r s  shou ld  be  a l lowed  in ,
c la iming  tha t  th i s  p r inc i -
p le  was  in  accordance  to
IL0 p r inc ip l e s .

Ear l ier ,  Dr  Mahathir  in-
spected the problem-
plagued but near com-
plete Universiti Utara
Malaysia campus in Sin-
tok.

The campus was to have
been ready by June 15 in
t ime  for  the  un ivers i ty ’s
new academic year  s tar t-

ing on July 14, but slow
work by contractors
forced the  admiss ion date
to be postponed twice.

The  3 ,500  s tuden t s  wi l l
now on ly  repor t  on  Sep t
15 and Sept 22.

D r  M a h a t h i r ,  w h o
toured the campus site
with  Mentr i  Besar  Datuk
Seri Osman Aroff and
Vice-Chancel lor  Datuk Dr
Othman Yeop Abdul lah ,
sa id  he  had expected the
de lay  in  comple t ion  “be-
cause  i t  i s  a  massive  pro-
ject .”

“But we have developed
the campus in  a  record 20
months ,  wi th  many bui ld-
ings like lecture halls and
hostels already put up.

But  our  target  to  meet  the
deadline and keep the
original intake date has
s t i l l  no t  been  success fu l”
he sa id  af ter  h is  tour .

Dr Mahathir said he
was astounded by the
“mammoth” cost of the
project. “I was told by the
VC that the actual cost
comes up to an average of
$6,500 per student.”

The Prime Minister
hoped  tha t  UUM s tuden t s
would appreciate t h e
problems the
ment faced to
univers i ty ,  and
wou ld  “ r epay” t
and country by being use-
ful to society after they
graduated.  %
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