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MALAYSIAmay+nditstroopstothe
Gulf if the holy cities  of Mecca and Me-
dinah  are threatened. Under other cir-
cumstan~,  it will abide by thg decision
oftheUnitedNa ’ ’ *
PrimeMiniste tukseriDrMaha

wx
decided to send its peace-keeping force
to  defend Saudi Arabia from any pos-
sible Iraq offensive. ‘Rut the UN cannot
act fast because it needs the approval of
all member  countries,”  he told some
lO,O!?O  officers from Rela, the count@
vigilante carp,  wherilaunching  a ‘Bakti
Month” in Alor Star yesterday.

,Datuk  Seri  Dr Mahathir  said the Gov-
ernment will not send troops to Saudi
Arabia unless the UN Security Council
pzd;timrnem*  tncluding  Malay-

‘But if the holy cities come under
threat, Malaysia is prepared to act,” he

said. But he noted that
Iraq’s offensive threat
against its Arab neighbour
is taking place some
L,BOOkm  away from

-Mecca and Medina.
The Prime  Minister said

it is sad that Saudi Arabia
had to turn to non-Islamic
countries to defend the
country. He also expressed
regretthattheUNisuna-
ble to decide quickly on
sending its peace-keeping
-PO

Malaysia, he recalled,
had in the past responded
tocallsbytheUNtosend
its troops to Congo, Iraq
(during its conflict with
Iran) and Namibia.

He told the people that
the independence enjoyed
by a country, no matter
how rich, will always
come under threat if its
people are not willing to
die for their nation,

Malaysia, he said, is for
tunate  because its people
are willing not only to join
the army and the police to
ensure peace in the
country but also to volun-
teer their servkces  to Rela
as a back-up unit. “A
country with people who
are not willing to volun-
teer to defend it will even-
Cont’d Back Pago, 61.3



----.

Troops decision /.
W FROM PAGE ONE

tually fall.”
Many rich nations, he added,

have had tu rely on mercenaries
to fight their wars or defend their
countries from military assaults.
“These mercenaries are willing to
fight as long as they still live to
collect their dues. They are not
prepared to die as people proud of
their country would.”

Earlier, the Prime Minister
said the democracy practised  in
the country is aimed at achieving
peace and prosperity. “We do not
need democracy that borders on
insanity - the democracy prac-
tiid in some countries in the

West that leads to indi ‘trial
strikes, racial tension and c~‘*&zs
or degradation of norms and so-
cieties.”

Datuk Seri  Dr Mahathir  said
Malaysia, through its own demo-
cratic principles, is now per-
ceived as an “exemplary develop-
ing nation”.

Leaders from many developing

P

untries have expressed wonder
t the country’s rapid progress. A

delegation from Nigeria, includ-
ing some Cabinet ministers, have
expressed interest to visit Malay-
sia to study the country’s strate
gies  and policies. he said.

.
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