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MALACCA, Mon. - The
Government will not re-
duce toll charges for the
new Jalan Cheras inter-
changes, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad said

‘toaav
The Prime Minister

said this decision was “fi-
nal” as the rate was rea-
sonable.

The Government, he
said, would not reduce the

c -
toll to appease tr,e resi-
dents just to get then+  to
support the brisan  Na-
sional in the general elec-
tion.

“Whenever we do any-
thing, people always rk-
late it to oolitics.

“When we increased the
padi subsidy by’ 50 per
cent, they said we wanted
to fish for votes,” he told
reporters after address-
ing a Barisati  gathering at
the expo centre in Air__ .Keroh near nere.

“So if we want to fish
. for Cheras votes, we

could reduce the toll rate
or do away with it.

“But we will not be-
cause the toll rate is rea-
sonable and necessary,”
he said.

“If the Government’s
considerations were sole-
ly based on winning votes,
all government funds
would be misused all the
time.

“We do not do this.
Maybe the Opposition

would do this if they gain
power,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said the
Government had spent a
lot of money to upgrade
Jalan Cheras.

“If  motoris ts  think
carefullv. thev would rea-
lise tha< they- would save
more than $1 in the long
run by using the road.

“If they use the old con-
gested road, the journey
would be longer, more
time will be wasted and
their fuel cost would be

higher,” he said.
He said the $1 rate was

cheat  when comnared  to
that _ in other countries
where motorists paid $1
per km in toll.

“Our rate is among the
lowest. But however low
we impose, people will al-
ways demand for it to be
reduced.

“For example, if the
Government had set the
toll charge at $2, they
would probably ask for it
to be reduced to $1.”
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