PM: We won’t bow

3 l

to s

By AZRAN AZIZ {J

PEOPLE should not nold
the Government to ransom
to achieve what they want,
‘ e Minister Datuk Seri

(f%hathlr Mohamad
said yesterday.

“I have explained that
the Government would not
bow to any aggression,” he
added, when asked to com-
ment on a demonstration
by Cheras residents on Fri-
day night.

He said the Government
usually entertained ap-
peals and applications
from the public but that it
must be done through
proper channels.

“But by holding demon-
strations to pressure the
Government and also
threaten not to support the
Government if the toll
rates are not reduced, the
chances of getting a reduc-
tion are nil,” he added.

Dr Mahathir dismissed

suggestions that Cheras re-
sidents opted to hold de-
monstrations as a last re-
sort as their appeals
through various channels
had failed.

“What appeal? I have
not received any appeals
from them,” he added.

“The protesters aired
their grievances to others.
They spoke to Lee Lam
Thye (DAP deputy secre-
tary-general). They should
ask him to solve the prob-
lem.”

Asked on a memoran-
dum seeking a reduction in
the toll rates by Sungai
Besi MCA, Dr Mahathir
said he had yet to receive
it.

“If théy have sent me a
memorandum, they should
stop the people from hold-
ing the demgnstrations,” he
said.

“But I don’t think the
MCA division there was in-
volved in the demonstra-

uch threats

tions.”

Dr Mahathir said if the
toll rates were reduced
now, the Opposition would
say that the reduction was
a result of the demonstra-
tions.

“They will boast to peo-
ple saying that they were
the ones who championed
the cause. They will use the
issue to fish for votes,” he
added.

Asked if there was a
possibility of talks between
the affected residents and
the relevant authorities to
find an amicable solution,
Dr Mahathir said: “It can
be done. But if they want to
hold the Government to
ransom, organise demon-
strations to pressure the
Government, then it is not
proper.”

“If they stop all these,
the Government may con-
sider a reduction,” he ad-
ded.

Meanwhile, MCA presi-

dent Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik said a vast ma-
jority of the people do not
condone the demonstration
on Friday night.

“The people should re-

main calm and not take the

law into their own hands.
The Government will not
make a decision for the
time being to review the
toll charges,” he said.

He, however, added that
the issue would be looked
into seriously by all com-
ponent parties of the Bari-
san Nasional.

Dr Ling was speaking to
reporters after attending

the ground-breaking cere-

mony of the Rawang-Ser-
emban railway double
track in Seremban yes-
terday.

Deputy Minister in the
Prime Minister’s Depart-

ment Datuk Suleiman Mo- -

hamed issued a stern warn-
ing against those who
created social disorder on

v

the Cheras toll issue.

He said the Government

would not hesitate t{o take

,action if there was a dis-
ruption to social order in
the area but did not elabor-
ate.

“This is part of develop-
ment and there is now no
need for a two-hour traffic
jam, it may be felt that the
toll is high but the Cabinet
has already made a de-
cision,” he said.

Dr Suleiman was speak-
ing to'reporters yesterday
after opening a new class-
room at the Sekolah
Agama Pulapol at Jalan
Semarak.

He said that residents
should not get caught in the
DAP’s emotions as the par-
ty was out to politicise the
issue.

“The DAP is trying to en-
croach into the city and is
using the toll issue as a po-
litical ploy,” Datuk Sulei-
man said.
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