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>,, ..: Senior Government leaders’ 
today gave further hints that 
the Government is willing to 
review rates at the Cheras toll 
plaza if the aggrieved parties 
used peaceful means to solve 
the problem. 

Heading the list was Prime Minis-’ 
ter Datuk Serf pr NTahathir Mo,ba- 
mad, who said that the Government 
wmot be forced into doing anyth- 
ing to help reiolve the grieyances of 
,affected commuteFs unless the solu- 
tion was sought through .consulta- 
tions. 

DC Mahathlr said the G0vernment.wa.a 
preparid to consider reducing the toll 
rates, just aa it did in the case of the .Ja- 
lan Kuching toll several years ago. 

‘But there was no demonstration over 
the Jslan Kuching toll, and that was why 
the Government considered reducing the 
rates.” 

He added that meetings to discuss the 
toll issue could be held on condition that 
there were no demonstrations. 

Speaking to reportera at the Kuala 
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Lumpur International Airport in Subang 
before leaving for a four-day official visit 
to South Korea, Dr Mahathir said the 
power of the people should be exercised 
through the electoral process and discus- 
sions, and not through violent demon- 
strations. 

He said the meetings on the New Econ- 
omic Policy and the proposed Education 
Bill were examples of consultation un- 
dertaken by the Government with var- 
ious interest groups “like civilised peo- 
ple”. 

toll ‘raiiks 
12 SW 1990 

revkwed 
“Do not try to throw stones, (resort to) 

.violence, stir racial issuea . . . this ia not 
m (because) we want to look a+ ra- 
cial harmony. 

“Such action can be done ‘in another 
country .but not in Malaysia The toll 
matter is the toll matter, not a racial 
matter.” 

His deputy, Encik Ghafar Baba; said 
the Government would study the con- 
tract with Teratai K.G. Sdn Bhd, the toll 
operators, to ascertain whether the toll 
rates could be reduced by SOPer cent. 

He said the study would -enable the 
Government tq determine how far it was 
bound by the contract. 

-1 will study the agreement to see how 
far the Government is hindered by the _ ._ 
agreement in our efforts to resolve the 
issue.” 

. Encik Ghafar was speaking to report- 
ers after opening a national seminar on 
family development here this morning. 

“As the Prime Minister had said, we do 
not want to hold talks under pressure be- 
cause this will only encourage others to 
resort to demonstrations in future.” 

He also advised the protesters to re- 
frain from further demonstrations and 
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violence over the issue. 
He said such acts must 

stop so that negotiations 
could be held to resolve the 
issue. 

‘In the past, we have 
faced bigger issues such as 
on religion, language, edu- 
cation and economy which 
hid been resolved amica- . _ 
bly through consultation 
and negotiation. 

“In comparison, this toll 
issue is a small matter.” 

Transport Minister Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Ding Liong Sik, 
who is also MCA president, 
said the party wo d raise 
the toll issue at to 

7 

rrow’s 
Cabinet meetlng. I would ” 
request a SO per ten reduc- 
tion in toll rates and sea- 
sonal pssses for residents 
in the s.rea. 

The MICA presidential 
council met today and de- 
cided that its tour Mlnls- 
ters would raise the issue 
at the Cabinet meeting 
with a view to finding an 
amicable and speedy solu- 
tion. 

Datuk Seri Dr Ding said 
the party also felt that resl- 
dents in the areas should be 
sold sesson passes, where 
they would pay a certaiu : 
sum for we of the highway 
for a mont%l Instead of 
paying @h time they 
passed the collection 
booths. 

He said the MCA Minis- 
ters would also request the 
building of alternative’ 
routes to be maintained by 
the Government or the pri- 
vate sector in order to re- 
duce the travelling time for 
residents in the various 
housing estates in Cheras. 

He was confident that a 
solution could bs found ss 
the Cherss residents had 
been staying there long be- 
fore the toll booths were 
erected. 
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