‘PM: There 1s no ma
at work in So

From @
Calvin Goh
sw Wed. — Datyk Seri
at ad
‘sald last night that there
was no magic in South Kor-
ea’s ECONOMIC success ex-
cept that its people were
hardworking and diseci-
plined.

The 8outh Koreans were
also prepared to do things
in a big way by making
large investments to pro-
duce goods for export and
to gointo heavy industries

oV

like shipbuilding, the

Prime Minister added.

He said Malaysians
should follow the positive
work ethies of the Koreans
but thinking big did not
mean going out to get bi
loans from the 8 an
bu_?[lng big care.

he Prime Minister was
speaking at a dinner, host-
ed by the Malaysian em-
bassy here for members of
the M alaysian community,
including some 90 students.

Also present were Datin
Seri Dr 8iti Hasmah Mo-
hamed All, Foreign Minis-

." IST

ter Datuk Abu Hassan
Omar, 8abah Chief Minis-
ter Datuk 8eri Joseph
Pairin Kitingan and the
Malaysian ambarrador
here, Datuk Nik Mohamed
Nik Hassan, '

Dr Mahathir hoped that
the Malaysian students
here would learn an much
as possible from the South
Koreans on their positive
work ethics as the success
of a country depends on
knowledge and hard work.

He raid that if South
Korea, which was once be-
hind Malaysia in its deve-

lopment, could be success-
ful, there was no reason
why Malaysia could not
also be the same.

There was no magic at
work, he said, adding that
this was all in the attitude
of the people and the effort
they put in.

H Hebalao uldhthat there

ave been much ¢l in
Malaysia over thmlo
years.

Even though the results
of etfo;taJ)ut inby M ala?/-
sfans today would only
bear fruit 10 or 40 years

later, i, was still the re-

ibility of the people to
aevelop the country for the
future generation, he said.

The Prime Minister also
spoke Of the changes that
South Korea har under-
gone during his visits to
this country.

He said that when he first
visted South Korea in 1988,
it was then a poor country
and far behind Malaysia.

Hut when he next visited
the country in 1977, things
had changed and during
his last visit here in 1983,

gicC
uth Korea

the progress was evident.

He said that in 1983,
South Korea already had a
car plant producing the
Pony.

He added that although
the car was of inferior qua-
lity then and the local mar-
ket was limited, the manu-
facturer, Hyundai, planned
to uce 300,000 unite.

Whanhe asked them why
the huge production, they
replied it was for export.

This, Dr Mahathir raid,

showed their willingness to
take calculated risks.
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