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--  DAT\LK__SERI.  0-R M A H A T H I R  MOHAMAD_.__
T O N I G H T  U R G E D  S O U T H  K O R E A N  I N D U S T R I A L I S T S  T O  U S E  M A L A Y S I A  A S  A  B A S E
T O  P E N E T R A T E  T H E  U O R L D  HARKET,

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  H A L A Y S I A  C A N  B E  A  G A T E W A Y  F O R  K O R E A N
I N V E S T O R S ,  N O T  O N L Y  T O  T H E  ASEAN  A N D  P A C I F I C  R I M  C O U N T R I E S  B U T
P R A C T I C A L L Y  T O  A L L  P A R T S  O F  TH,E  W O R L D .

SPEAKINQ  A T  A  D I N N E R  H O S T E D  I N  H I S  HONOUR  B Y  T H E  S O U T H  K O R E A N
B U S I N E S S  C O M M U N I T Y  HEREI  HE SAID M A L A Y S I A  I S  A  M E M B E R  O F  T H E
COMMONWEALTHv  A N D  H A S  F R I E N D L Y  T I E S  W I T H  I S L A M I C  COUNTRIES3  T H E
NON-ALIGNED NATIONS  A N D  T H E  G R O U P  O F  7 7 .

+MALAYSIA  C A N  O P E N  U P  T R A D E  OPPORTUNITES  F O R  Y O U  B Y  P R O V I D I N G
T H E  F R I E N D L Y  L I N K S  T O  T H E S E  COUNTRIESI+  H E  S A I D .

DATUK SERI OR MAHATHIR SAID THE MANUFACTURING SECTOR IN MALAYSIA
H A D  B E C O M E  A N  A T T R A C T I V E  I N V E S T M E N T  BASE FOR INVESTORS9  A M O N G  T H E
F A C T O R S .  B E I N G  T H E  C O U N T R Y ’ S  S T R O N G  E C O N O M I C  GROWTH9  S T A B I L I T Y ,
C O N D U C I V E  I N V E S T M E N T *  CLIMATE9  THE ASUDANT  N A T U R A L  RESOURCESr  T H E
EXCELLENT INFRASTRUCTURE AND AMPLE SUPPY OF AN EDUCATED W O R K F O R C E .
- -  M O R E
2250MST  1 3  0 9  9 0  -
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H E  S A I D  T H A T  A B O V E  A L L  T H E S E ,  T H E  6OVERNMENT  W A S  T O T A L L Y
C O M M I T T E D  T O  FOSTERIN  A N  I N C R E A S I N G L Y  C O N D U C I V E  E N V I R O N M E N T  F O R  T H E
CROWTH’AND  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  I N D U S T R I E S  IN MALAYSlA.

THERE WERE OBVIOUSLY AREAS F O R  B U S I N E S S  D E V E L O P M E N T  B Y  K O R E A N
C O M P A N I E S  IN T H E  RE6IONq  H E  S A I D ,  A D D I N G  T H A T  T H E  F A C T  T H A T  N O T  A L L
ASEAN  C O U N T R I E S  W E R E  E Q U A L L Y  INDUSTRIALISED  W I L L  C R E A T E
O P P O R T U N I T I E S  F O R  I N V E S T M E N T 3  B I L A T E R A L  O R  R E G I O N A L .

+PRODUCTS  U H I C H  A R E  B A S E D  O N  T H E  UTILISATION  O F  N A T U R A L
R E S O U R C E S !  W H I C H  H A V E  V A L U E - A D D E D  A N D  W H I C H  R E P R E S E N T  A  H I G H E R
DE6REE  O F  T E C H N O L O G Y  INPUT,  A R E  W H E R E  ASEAN  AS A WHOLE IS LOOKING+?
H E  S A I D .

T H E  P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  S A I D  PRdCESSING  RAW MATERIAL I N T O  F I N I S H E D
P R O D U C T S  I N  ASEAN  I T S E L F  W I L L  R E D U C E  D O U B L E - H A N D L I N G  AND SPEED UP
DELIVERY.

O N E  O F  T H E  K E Y  F A C T O R S  W H I C H  H A D  A T T R A C T E D  O V E R S E A S  I N V E S T O R S  TCJ
M A L A Y S I A  W A S  I T S  A C C E S S I B I L I T Y  T O  T H E  M A R K E T S  OF T H E  W O R L D  V I A  A N
E F F I C I E N T  N E T W O R K  O F  A I R  A N D  S E A  PORTS9  S O P H I S T I C A T E D
TELECOMMUNICATIONI  A S  W E L L  A S  O T H E R  I N F R A S T R U C T U R A L  F A C I L I T I E S ,  H E
S A I D . - -  M O R E
23OOMST  1 3  0 9  9 0



MAHATHIR-DINNER 3 SEOUL

+OUR ACCESSIBILITY TO THE OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD IS DUE TO THE
FACT THAT MALAYSIA IS NO NEW-COMER  WHERE INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS IS
C O N C E R N E D .  B E C A U S E  O F  O U R  SMALL  POFULATION,  M A L A Y S I A  H A S  T O  S E L L  TO
THE WORLD+r  H E  S A I D .

?lALAYSIAr.HE  SAID1 H A D  A L W A Y S  B E E N  A N  E X P O R T - O R I E N T E D  ECONOMY9
.AND  A D D E D  T H A T  O N L Y  T H E  C O M P O S I T I O N  O F  6OODS  H A D  C H A N G E D  O V E R  T I M E ,
FROtl  MAINLY,  <RAW  CONIlODITIES T W O  D E C A D E S  A 6 0  T O  O N E  W H E R E
M A N U F A C T U R E D - E X P O R T S  T O D A Y  M A D E  U P  54 PER CENT OF TOTAL EXPORTS.

A N O T H E R  F A C T O R  F O R  C O N S I D E R A T I O N  W O U L D  B E  M A L A Y S I A ’ S  S T R A T E G I C
L O C A T I O N  W I T H I N  T H E  ASEAN  R E G I O N  A N D  A L S O  I N  A  R E G I O N  W H I C H  W A S
E X P E R I E N C I N G  R A P I D  RATE;S O F  G R O W T H  A N D  W H E R E  T H E  E C O N O M I C  P O T E N T I A L
HAD Y E T  T O  B E  F U L L Y  T A P P E D ,  H E  S A I D .

+ A S E A N  H A S  A N  ESTIh#TED  T O T A L  P O P U L A T I O N  O F  3 1 0  M I L L I O N  W I T H  A
C O M B I N E D  G D P  E S T I M A T E D  A T  NORE T H A N  US9220  B I L L I O N  ( A B O U T  $MbDO
B I L L I O N )  A N D  A  GROWTH  R A T E  A V E R A G I N G  F I V E  P E R  C E N T  P E R  A N N U M .

+MALAYSIA  L I E S  L I T E R A L L Y  I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  ASEAN  A N D  I S %
NELL-PLktac““0 TO SERVE’NOT  O N L Y  T H E  ASEAN  B U T  A L S O  T H E  P A C I F I C  RIM
C O U N T R I E S + ,  H E  S A I D .  - -  M O R E
2 3 0 5 M S T  1 3  0 9  9 0  .
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M A H A T H I R - D I N N E R  4  S E O U L

M A L A Y S I A ’ S  lo-YEAR  I N D U S T R I A L  M A S T E R  P L A N ,  1986-19951  H A D
I D E N T I F I E D  T H E  M A N U F A C T U R I N G  S E C T O R  A S  T H E  E N G I N E  F O R  tlALAYSIA T O
A C H I E V E  A N D  S U S T A I N  H I G H  E C O N O H I C  G R O W T H

+KOREA  ISI OF COURSEI  FAHILIAR  W I T H  T H I S  S T R A T E G Y  A N D  H O W
S U C C E S S F U L  IT-CAN  B E .  J U S T  A S  K O R E A  H A D  A  C O S T  A D V A N T A G E  W H E N  I T
S T A R T E D  T O  INDUSTRALISEI  S O  H A S  flALAYSIA  NOWv*  H E  S A I D .

D A T U K  S E R I  OR FIAHATHIR  S A I D  T H E  L E A D I N G  R O L E  I N  T H E  A C H I E V E M E N T
OF THE NATION'S DEVELOPNENT OBJECTIVES WILL BE ALLOCATED TO T H E
P R I V A T E  S E C T O R  W H I L E  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  W I L L  C O N C E N T R A T E  O N  P R O V I D I N G  A
C O N D U C I V E  ENVIRONfiENT  F O R  B U S I N E S S  T O  E N C O U R A G E  A C T I V E  P A R T I C I P A T I O N
B Y  B O T H  L O C A L  A N D  O V E R S E A S  I N V E S T O R S .

R E D - T A P E  H A D  B E E N  HINItlISED  A N D  A  D E P A R T M E N T  I N  T H E  P R I M E
tiINISTER’S  O F F I C E  H A D  B E E N  S E T  U P  T O  D E A L  W I T H  C O M P L A I N T S  N O T
R E S O L V E D  A T  O T H E R  L E V E L S .

H E  S A I D  O N E  A R E A  T H A T  K O R E A N  I N V E S T O R S  C A N  CONSIDCR  IS THE
T O U R I S M  XNDUSTRY  A S  T H E  I N D U S T R Y  I N  M A L A Y S I A  W A &  S T I L L  R E L A T I V E L Y
UNTAPPED*  A D D I N G  T H A T  W I T H  T H E  V I S I T  M A L A Y S I A  Y E A R  P R O M O T I O N
A C H I E V I N G  A  6 3  P E R  C E N T  G R O W T H  I N  T H E  F I R S T  S E V E N  flONTHS9  I N V E S T O R S
W E R E  BE6INNIN6  T O  R E A L I S E  T H I S  P O T E N T I A L .

HE TOLD THE BUSINESS COtlilUNITY T H A T  A N O T H E R  A R E A  W H I C H  K O R E A N S
W I L L  F I N D  UORTH  I N V E S T I N G  W A S  I N  R E T A I L I N G .

W E L L - K N O W N  J A P A N E S E  DEPARTtlENT  STORES H A D  G O N E  I N T O
J O I N T - V E N T U R E S  W I T H  tlALAYSIANS A N D  H A D  S U C C E S S F U L  R E T A I L E D  B O T H
THFIR  6OODS  A N D  P R O D U C T S  A N D  SOHE H A D  G O N E  I N T O  S O U R C I N G  FROfl
M A L A Y S I A  T H E  G O O D S  T H E Y  R E T A I L  T H R O U G H  T H E I R  C H A I N S  I N  J A P A N  A N D
ELSEWHERE. - -  BERNAHA
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