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Feldqsettlera in CUP a, Gua MO- 
W in aoathern Kelantan, he 
SpidtheFeldaschemehaabeenso 
8uccea8ful in it8 resettlement pro- 
ceaa, providing employmeat and 
generating in&me &the people, 
thatitQnowbehemulatedbv 
other colultri@ iikludlng zhi- 
babwe. 

Zimbabwean RwIdent Robert 
Mugabe, who vislted Malapria 
lastyeslr,wa8impre8Kdwhenhe 

, visited a Felda #c&me and decid- 
edtoadopttheconceptforhia 
colmtry. 

Datuk sari Dr Mahathir~ aaid 
Felda, with_ 666,580 ba. haa tbe 

a8sim;;lDprbp,oOl&Hopcpnd 
Boastead are nowhere eloae to 
Felda’s acreage. 

He alao diaclaaed that Nigeria 
haa adopted the practice of its of- 
ficiala. UiIlg name tatg# following 
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Also present were Energy, Te 
lecommunicatioos and Posts 
Minister Datuk Seri S. Samy 
Vellu, Transport Minister Datuk 
Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, Prlmarv 

the visit of 62 government offi- 
cials to Malaysia recently. 

The gathering, which included 
a large group of Grang Asll, was 
told that the Barisan Nasional 
Government Will fUlfl1 ita DrD- 
mlses bf development to the pea- 
ple, as it had done ln the past. The 
BN Government is responsible 
and will continue to provide the 
necessary assistance to further 
improve the standard of living of 
Malaysians. 

He added that Malaysia has, 
since independence, achieved tre- 
mendous development. This was 
achieved <with government assis- 
tance asindividuals will not be 
able to provide the necessary 
funds,aor the expertise to do so in 
such ,a short period. 

Industries h&nlste;Datuk Serl Dr 
Lli Keng Yalk, Deputy Land and 
Regional Minister Datuk Khalld 
Yunus and Kelantan Menterl Be- 
sar Tan Sri Mohamad Yaacob. 

Bertmma adds: Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathlr, at a meeting at the Ba- 
lai Islam ln Kota Baru, reminded 
Groups C and D Muslim sov- 
emmknt employees of the risks 
they face if labour unions do not 
act properly in defending their 
rights. 

Adopting a confrontational at- 
titude towards the employers or 
Government merely to prove the 

strength of the union leadership 
will be detrimental to everyone’s 
interest, he said. 

“A union can be considered as a 
body to check against possible 
suppression of workers, and any 
measure taken to prevent this can 
be done through discussion.” 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said 
any claims by the workers should 
be made through discussion to 
achieve consensus, and not by 
threatening to strike or taking 
other action. 

Stressing the need for modera- 
tion in whatever they do, he cited 
the Malay adage “Kalau menarik 
benang dalam tepung . . . biarlah 
beoang itu tak putus dan tepung 
pula tak berkecai” (If we draw 
thread through dough don’t - 

say& Mahahir 
snap the thread and crumble the 
dough.” 

In this connection, he advised 
workers not to be easily in- 
fluenced by certain union leaders 
who are using workers to further 
their own political ambitions. 

These leaders, supposedly po- 
pular for “their aggressive man- 
ner in pursuing workers’ rights, 
did not think of the effects their 
claims would have on the national 
economy and political stability”, 
be said. 

“Such leaders are usually those 
who did not have the opportunity 
to succeed in politics and they use 
the union as a platform to become 
more popular,” he added. 

The Prime Minister said it 
would be wintless for the Gov- 

ernment to meet claims for a pay 
rise if this can lead to inflation, 
increase the country’s debts and 
lower the people’s purchasing 
power. 

The country had managed its 
finances well and maintained the 
inflation rate at 2 per cent a year, 
unlike countries such as Argen- 
tina and Brazil whose inflation 
had soared to 20,000 per cent a 
year. 

He said Malaysia doea not want 
to become bankrupt and it will 
not be like Brazil, Mexico and Ni- 
geria which have to borrow from 
everywhere to meet their expen- 
diture. 

“Instead, we have been labelled 
a model country by the World 
Bank because of orderly repay- 

ment of our debts,” he added. 
Datuk Serl Dr Mahathlr also 

reminded workers of the need to 
always maintain political stabi- 
lity. 

“In a democracy it is our right 
to choose leaders who can serve 
but we should not be doing this 
like changing clothes,” he said. 

He said it ls a fact that letting a 
leader rule for too long with un- 
restricted powers can bring bad 
consequences. 

This was evident in the reign of 
Hitler, who at first developed the 
country and then led it to destruc- 
tion, and the undemocratic ac- 
tions of Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein which sparked off the 
Gulf crisis. he added. 
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