Musa
takes
final
,fea’v@t faai
of politics

KUALA LUMP at. —
It's final. Former Deputy
Prime Minister and MP for
Kota Tinggi Datuk Musa
Hitam is quitting politics
and will not contest in the
general election.

Prime Minister and
Umno president Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said today that Datuk
Musa made this decision as
he was no longer interested
in politics.

He said he spoke to Da-
tuk Musa in New York re-
cently after being told by
Johor Menteri Besar and
State Umno chief Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin that Da-
tuk Musa was adamant
about giving up his MP's
post.

“He again repeated his
decision not to stand (inthe
Kota Tinggi parliamentary
constituency) when I spoke
to him.”

He said Datuk Musa also
told him that no amount of
persuasion by anyone
would change his mind.

Speaking to newsmen af-
ter chairing the Umno su-
preme council meeting, Dr
Mahathir said Datuk Musa
would continue to volun-
teer his services to the
country.

[N

Datuk Musa is Malay-
sia’s special envoy to the
United Nations.

Dr Mahathir said Datuk
Musa told him that he did
not want to make a prema-
turt announcement as he
did not want his supporters
to flood him with tele-
grams and telephone calls
to reconsider his move.

He also said the decision
by Datuk Musa was linked
to an earlier statement he
made in a libel suit which
he won.

Datuk Musa had said
then “this (judgment)
wraps up my political car-
eer nicely”.

Dr Mahathir said he had
referred this statement to
Datuk Musa in their tele-
phone conversation.

“Datuk Musa said he did
not want to give an accur-
ate explanation when
asked by the Press then as
he did not want to make a
premature announcement.

“If he had explained ex-
actly what he meant by the
statement, he would have
to deal with so many ap-
peals to reconsider his de-
cision to quit his seat and

politics.”
Asked if/he accepted Da-
tuk Mu¥a’s decision, he

said: “Datuk Musa has
made it clear he wants to
retire from politics.”

To another question, he
said Datuk Musa's name
was on the initial list of the
Umno candidates from Jo-
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hor. This list was discussed
last week.

‘“Now his name is not in-
the final, approved list of
Umno candidates.”

Later, Tan Sri Muhyid-
din, who attended the su-
preme council meeting,
told newsmen that Umno
members, particularly
those in Johor, should re-
spect Datuk Musa’s de-
cision.

“l am not denying that
some supporters of Datuk
Musa will be disappointed
but we must accept it with-
out any suspicion,” he said.

He added that he had te-
lephoned Datuk Musa in
New York last week to say
that his name had been in-
cluded in the Umno line-up
for the general election.

“Datuk Musa expressed
his gratitude at the inclu-
sion of his name, but made
his decision not to contest.
He also said he was satis-
fied with his present posi-
tion.”

Tan Sri Muhyiddin said
he had been informed by
Mersing MP Datuk Abdul
Ajib Ahmad that Datuk
Musa would issue a state-
ment on his decision hefore
nomination day.

Asked if Datuk Musa
would help in the cam-
paigning, he said Datuk
Musa had not made such
an indication.

However, Datuk Musa
had pledged to give moral
support and is confident in
the BN's ability to win, he'
said. N
" Tan Sri Muhyitidin urged
Umno members to main-
tain party unity and focus
their attention on ensuring
a BN victory.
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