Observer-team report
to be made Public

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. —
Datuk Seri Dr-Maheathir
Mohamad said today the
réport of the team from
Commonwealth countries
which will be here to ob-
serve the polls on Oct 20
and 21 will be made public.

The Prime Minister said
the observers, whose arri-
val and number has not
been confirmed, would sub-
mit a report to Common-
wealth secretary-general
Chief Emeka Anyacku.

“If the Government is gi-
ven a copy of this report,
we will publicise it,” he told
a Press conference after a
two-hour Umno Supreme
Council meeting 4t the Pu-
tra World Tragé Centre.

The Commmonwealth
Heads of Government
Meeting in Malaysia last
year agreed to establish
missions to observe elec-
tions of member countries
to reinforce democratic
principles.

Malaysia was the first
country to rally to this call.

The Government officially

invited the Commonwealth
Secretariat recently to ar-
range the visit of the ob-
~server mission.

Responding to a ques-

tion, Dr Mahathir said the
terms of reference for the

team was to ensure that the .

general election was con-
ducted in accordance with
the laws and regulations of
the country and that the
Opposition would enjoy the
same priviliges as the rul-
ing coaltion.

“This means that if they
are given the right to hold
ceramah, the observers
will have to determine if we
are denying this right. If
there are prohibitions on
political parties, then, they
must also apply to the rul-
ing party.

“There must not be any
discrimination between the
Opposition and the ruling
party.”

Dr Mahathir said the ob-
servers were free to meet
the Opposition parties and
observe anything they

wished.

“They will be given the
list of voters, the consti-
tuency maps ... any public
document that they want to
see,” he added.

To a statement by DAP
secretary-general Lim Kit
Siang that the Common-
wealth Secretariat should
have been told in advance
s0 that the observer team
could be here from the day
of the dissolution of Parlia-
ment, Dr Mahathir said the
Government could not in-
form the secretariat any
earlier than Oct 4.

“We cannot tell them
much earlier because we
were going to have a snap
election. But we did tell the
secretariat to prepare the
team early so that when
the dissolution is an-
nounced, they can be here.”

Asked if he had been told
by the secretariat about the
date of arrival of the ob-
server mission, the Prime
Minister said he had left
this matter to Wisma Pu-
tra.
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