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PENANG, Sun. - The 
general election cam- 
paigning period has been 
shortened to 10 days to 
prevent any tension, Da- 
tuk Seri Dr MaQathir Mo- 

_hamad said say. ___. _‘_ 
“If the campaigning pe- 

riod for the general elec- 
tion is too long, it will cre- 
ate tension like the elec- 
tions in 1969. 

“The sooner the elec- 
tions are held the better. 
It is just a few days short 
of the 14-day period in 
previous elections,” the 

Prime Minister said. 
He added that despite 

their complaints, the op- 
position had actually been 
campaigning since 19g7. 

Dr Mahathir, who is 
Umno president and Bari- 
san Nasional chairman, 
said he would meet Bari- 
san leaders tomorrow to 
finalise the list of candi- 
dates. 

He said PPP leaders, 
however, would not be at- 
tending the meeting as 
the party had indicated 
that it would not be con- 
testing any seat. 

Dr Mahathir was speak- 
ing to reporters after 

meeting representatives 
of the Umno Balik Pulau 
dMsion here. 

He did not disclose the 
purpose of his visit but 
said that the problem was 
an internal party matter. 

“The matter is resolved 
. Umno is a discinlined 

party,” he added. 
It is understood that the 

meeting was over the 
nomination of Deputy 
Health Minister Senator 
Farid Ariffin as candidate 
for the constituency. 

On claims by Semangat 
46 president Tengku Ra- 
zaleigh Hamzah that the 
opposition had not been 

given fair coverage in the 
mass media, Dr Mahathir 
said Harakah and Rocket 
Cnartv oaners of PAS and 
GAP- respectively) had 
printed nothing other 
than articles condemning 
the Government. 

He also said that 
Teneku Razaleieh’s leaal 
suit-was an atltempt -to 
“gag my mouth.” 

“Even when they are 
not in power, they are try- 
ing to gag mj mouth. 
What more if the opposi- 
tion is in power. They 
may even send me to jail, 
but they have not won 
yet,” he added. 
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