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Dr M: I’m not backing 
candidates 

BY JAMES RtTCHlE 

KUCHING, Sat. ~- D$a_tUk 
SerLDr Mabathir Moha- 
mad said he has no% @Ven 
6s support to any Indcpen- 
dent candidate in the gene- 
ral election, and warned 
voters not to be fooled by 
individuals who say other- 
wise. 

The Prime Minister said 
these individuals were “op- 
portunists” looking after 
their personal interests. 

“These people cannot say 
they are standing as Inde- 
pendents because I am sup- 
porting them. This is a big 
bluff. I do not support a sin- 
gle Independent. I only sup- 

‘?’ 

port the Barisan Nasional 
candidatea from our corn.. 
poceat parties. ’ 

‘“i’s diaaapointed thal 
therz ax candidates who. 
clni-_ *.3 bc, so-called Bari- 
331; ~t?.~_~ candidates. 
ihq:‘r? :rthing mole than 

“Thy cennot serve the 
people. Aii they want, and 
ail thct is important to 
them, 1~ t:c: be called “Yang 
Berhar.mn.1’” and to get aii 
allcV~s??~?, of course,” 3 
Mahathir told reporters to- 
dc.:: t: hi; way to Labuan 
ac pnrl. of his tour of Saran 
wak and Sabah. 

Of the 65 Independents 
cont&ing the parliamen- 

tary election, 25 are from 
Sarawak and 24 from Sa- 
bah. 

The Prime Minister ad- 
vised BN component gar- 
ties to act against their 
members whostand as In- 
dep&ndents against BN 
candidates. 

“We will advise compon- 
ent parties to take action 
against their members 
who stand as Independent 
eaildidates against the 
Barisan Nasional. If they 
were in Umno, they would 
be sacked and it will take 
them 10 years before they 
can apply to become mem- 
h.,;s,” he said. 

In Sarawak. the Parti Pe- 
sak; Bumiputera Bersaiu 
(Pi3&:1 has already stated 
that it will sack two of its 
mcxbers for contesting 
agiixst the BN. 

At ieast four Parti Bansa 
Da-yak Sarawak (PBDS) 
and two Sarawak National 
Party (SNAP) members 
are contesting the election 
against the BN in Mas Gad- 
ing Sarian, Selangau, Ulu 
Rajar,g. Julau, Bintulu and 
Kapit respectively. 

Dr Mahathir then spoke 
of the sondiwara (drams) 
between Pas and the DAP. 

“Pas claims that it is not 
working hand-in-hand with 
the DAP. Yet when we field 
an MCA candidate in a 
Chinese-majority seat, Pas 
purposely puts in a cazdi- 
date to draw away the Ma- 
lay voters from the MCA to 
help the DAP win.” 

“The DAP is also helping 
Pas by putting candidates 
to draiv away Chinese sii’ 
port from an Umno ca=& d 
date. 

“ilk 3AP enters with ?e 
hope of winning but hopx 
to draw away Chinese sxp- 
porters from the BN and 
therefore allow Pas to win. 

“It’s very clear that this 
sandiwara is a big show of 
disagreement between Pas 
and DAP. Its just a stage 
show.” 
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