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\{t’s a stab jin the back, says

— Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hzinir Mobamad said the
"PBS decision to quit the
Barisan Nasional is a stab
in the back.

He said he had expected
the decision, but not the
timing.

“I thought they (the
PBS) would wait until the
results of the general
election ..if they found
the Barisan’s perfor-
mance not good, they
would switch over to the

adding that he had always
suspected PBS loyalty.

The Prime Minsster and
Barisan chairman said
PBS president Datuk Jo-
seph Pairin Kitingan ap-
peared to have made the
decision some time ago.

He said Datuk Pairin
telephoned him before he
visited Sabah yesterday,
suggesting that he should
not go to the state.

“But I told him I could
not change my pro-
gramme because Usno

Dr Mahathir said the
Sabah Chief Minister
even asked to vet his (Dr
Mahathir’s) speech.

When he rejected the
suggestion, Datuk Pairin
wanted him to make cer-
tain promises, he said.

“I told him no promises
... but in his speech (when
I was in Sabah), he de-
manded that the royalty
for oil revenue be in-
creased, that Sabah be al-
lowed to set up a special
television station and a
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Dr Mahathir said he did
not reply to the demands
beyond stating that he
could not make those de-
cisions because he was
heading a caretaker gov-
ernment.

“But I said that after we
formed the next govern-
ment, maybe this could be
brought up ... maybe this
created unhappiness al-
though he did not give any
indication,” he added.

He described the de-
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blackmail,”” and added
that the PBS knew that
the Barisahi was facing a
general elgction.

He believed the PBS
was doing it for “a specif-
ic aim.”

The Prime Minister
said the PBS claimed that
there were 20 demands
which the - Federal Gov-
ernment had yet to fulfil.

“But we ourselves have
never brought up the
question of the Sabah

Semangat 46,” he said,
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Government not fulfilling
all kinds of agreements
made through the inter-
government committee,”
he added.

He said the Sabah Gov-
crnment began to ask for
an increase in oil royalty
when it found it had a lot
of oil.

“But Sabah forgot that

before it found oil, it de-
pended on aid derived
from oil revenue from Sa-
rawak and Terengganu,”
he said.

Dr Mahathir said the
opposition front manifes-
to had promised that it

would increase the oil
royalty of the various
states to win support.

Dr Mahathir said it had
now been proven that Da-
tuk Pairin’s claim that the
PBS was not fielding any
independent candidate
against Usno was ‘“not ac-
curate.”

“They will make sure
that Usno is defeated ..
and maybe even the Labu-
an parliamentary seat
(where Umno is contest-
ing),” he said.

He said he believed that
the PBS would win all 20
seats it was contesting be-

wanted me to go,” he said.

cause it had “poisoned the
minds of Sabahans to hate
the Federal Govern-
ment.”

However, he said, there
were still 160 parliamen-
tary seats to be contested
by the Barisan. .

Dr Mabhathir said he be-

- lieved that the Barisan

would still form the next
government but admitted
that “it may be more diffi-
cult to maintain our two-
thirds majority.”

“But we will still try,”
he said.

He said he expected the
opposition now to be more
spirited and even more
capable in its campaign.

university,” Dr Mahathir

mands as ‘‘a form

Asked whether Sabah
might eventually pull out
from Malaysia, he re-
plied: “They cannot ... it’s
against the law and con-
stitution.”

.He said the PBS deci-
sion was “unhealthy” and
he hoped that Sabahans
would think seriously be-
fore casting their vote for
the PBS.

Asked what action the
Barisan would take, he
said the Barisan would
not do anything.

On whether he would
negotiate with Datuk
Pairin, he replied: “I don’t
think so ... when a person
stabs you in the back, you
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don’t pull out the knife
and negotiate with him.”

He noted that Semangat
46 president Tengku Ra-
zaleigh Hamzah had said
that Sabah and Sarawak
wou’l,d be the “king mak-
ers.

“I believe that the PBS
and the Semangat had
forged an alliance earli-
er,” he said.

Dr Mahathir did not
think that the develop-
ment would affect the
Barisan’s performance in
thg: general election, but
said that Umno, the MCA
and MIC and Gerakan
would redouble their ef-
forts in the campaign.

He said the Federal
Government was not up-
set that Sabah was now
under the opposition be-
cause the PBS was an op-
position party before join-
ing the Barisan.

“It is nothing unusual,
but it may affect national
integration. It can also
create political conflicts
unhealthy to the nation
because he (Datuk Pairin)
wants to play kingmak-
er,” he added. )

Dr Mahathir said he
preferred a state govern-
ment that had a good rela-
tionship with the Federal
Government.

“And good relation-
ship can Ye achieved with
parties iy the same coali-
tion in cRarge of the state
and federal govern-
ments,” he said.

of @ TURN TO PAGE 6 }



	It's a stab in the back, says Mahathir (The Star 16/10/1990)

