
Dr M.says. 
PBS ‘a l J’ 

“a thorn in one’s flesh”, said Datuk Seri 
Joseph Pairln Kltlngan seemed to be at 
timea unaware that he is in Malaysia. 

“While the PBS was ln the BN, we 
found that he lacked the BN spirit. As a 
matter of fact, he seemed unaw that 
he’s in Malaysia . . . He only talk lze about 
Sabah, Sabah, Sabah,” the Prime Minis- 
ter said. 

He said even the television commer- 
cial on Sabah contained the slogan ‘Sa- 

l 

bah will show the way”. 
“Therefore, at times we 

feel difficult to be together 
with them because they do 
not seem to consider them- 
selves as Malaysians at all 
.but merely Sabahans . . . 
made all sorts of demand 

PART1 .Bersatu Sabah 
(PBS1 vice-Dresfdent Da- 
iok Ibsi&Gaddam qait 
the Party yesterday in 
protest against its 
withdrawal from Barlsan 
Nasional. Datuk Easitah, 
who ls Mhlster for Land 
and Regional Develop- 
ment, said he resigned 
from the paF$hecause he 
does not want people to 
think that he was involved 
in the PBS decision to 
withdraw from the BN. 
The party, he said, did not 
consult htm ou the mat- 
ters although he was one 
of its foonder members. 
- Bemama 

that were difficult to 
entertain. 

“Now that they have left 
the BN, we Al a little bit 
at ease. 

J 
,Lre’re no more 

people c sing us prob- 
lems,” he told reporters af- 
ter a closed door meeting 
with BN candidates in .the 
wage, cd. 4 



,, ~//PBS .‘a thorn in one’s flesh’ 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir had earlier, 

in a meetinn with some 500 EOV- 
emment stafFat the Kuantan Munici- 
pal Council (MPK). described the PBS’ 
presence in the Be as “a thorn in one’s 
flesh”. 

He also said the PBS had all this 
while caused “the flesh to swell and 
suppurate” and now that it had pulled 
out of the BN, the “damaged flesh had 
ruptured and the BN had overcome the 
fever”. 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir told report- 
iis the BN has now decided to support 
independent candidates or those from 
Akar who are contesting against the 
PBS in the parliamentary election in 
Sabah. 

“None of the independent candidates 
has approached us as yet bubil doesn’t 
matter we’ll look for them. Our pur- 
pose is to defeat PBS candidates,” he 
said in reply to a question. 

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir was also 
asked to comment on claims bv cer- 
tain quarters that the decision tobet up 
Umno branches in Sabah was made in 
haste or as a political gimmick. 

He said actually a request had been 
made long time ago to set up Umno in 
Sabah but it was rejected then. 

“We admit under the present cir- 
cumstances, we have to make a de- 
cision fast because we have only a few 
more days to go. If we are to study it, it 
will take time. By then the effect, in 
terms of politics, will be gone,” he said. 
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On the Federal Territory of Labuan, 
which Datuk Seri Pairin claimed 
would be returned to Sabah, Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir said the PBS president 
could say as he liked to the Sabahans in 
his attempt to gain their votes. 

Asked what effect the PBS 
withdrawal will have on the BN, he 
said the BN can win the election and it 
only needs 120 parliamentary seats to 
obtain a two-thirds majority in the De- 
wan Rakvat. 

Meanihile, Deputy Prime Minister 
Ghafar Baba described Datuk Seri 
Pairin’s action in pulling PBS out of 
BN as “a dirty political tactic”. 

“The tactic-used by Datuk Seri 
Pairin is worse than the dirty politics 
that we used to hear so far,” he said, 
adding that it is not the action of a 
gentleman. 

Launching the Kota Women’s Corps 
at Desa Pandan in Kuala Lumpur, En- 
cik Ghafar said the PBS should have 
made the move before nomination day 
for the general election instead of af- 
ter. 

“He pretended to be our friend . and 
defected later this is most ungentle- 
manly,” he added. 

He said the PBS action cost the BN 
14 parliamentary seats “but we hope 
to return to Sabah next time to face the 
PBS”. 

Encik Ghafar said Umno decided to 
spread its wings to Sabah because of 
the PBS action. Umno Had no such in- 
tentions before, he-added. 

He said Datuk Seri Pairin took the 
opportunity from the election cam- 

paign to pressure the BN to meet un- 
iea&nabie demands, many of which 
could not be decided by the Prime 
Minister alone without Cabi ,Cappro- 
val or going through 
Parliament. 

p” the process of 
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The BN will work hard to secure-a 
two-thirds majority in the general 
election, he added. 

He said Datuk Seri Pairin might 
have been disappointed as he expected 
more parties in Sarawak to follow suit., 

Encik Ghafar said Datuk Seri Pair- 
i$s leadership is in fact in conflict 
with BN’s concept of cooperation 
through consultation. 

The PBS refused to accept Usno as a 
partner in Sabah despite the fact that 
Usno is a BN comwnent oartv. he said. 
adding that the P’rime Mini&r and he 
himself had requested the PBS to ac- 
commodate U&o. 

“Our requests were rejected ou- 
trieht bv Datuk Seri Pairin. who is de- 
te&ine”d to destroy Usno altogether,” 
he said. This, he added, was unhealthy 
politics. 

The Deputy Prime Minister also hit 
out at the Semanaat 46 candidate for 
Titiwangsa, Datuk Harun Idris, who, 
he said is ungrateful to the Prime 
Minister who heloed obtain his release 
from jail. a 

He said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir also 
helped DatFk Harun on his release by 
arranging for him to receive arrears of 
pension and salary as chairman of 
Kewangan Usaha Bersatu Bhd 
(KUBB). - Bernama 
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