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ALOR STAR, Sat. - The 
Barisan Nasional has a 
good chance of retaining 
its two-thirds majority, 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 

%ii?%ie Minister and 
ohamad said today. 

Barman chairman said the 
coalition remained hope- 
ful as it had done its very 
best. 

He said he had toured 
the country several times 
and the “assessment” was 
that the Barisan could 
achieve the two-thirds 
majority despite the last- 
minute PBS uullout. 

ever, Dr Mahathir 
ed his concern over 

n, adding that the 
Barman was faced with 
difficulty there because 

of “extraordinary fac- 
tors.” 

“If the contest is purely 
between the Bar&an and 
the opposition, we would 
win. But because of these 
extraordinary factors, we 
have some problems. God 
willing, we can win,” he 
told newsmen at the Ku- 
bang Pasu Distriot Offi- 
cer’s home in Jitra. 

Asked what these “fac- 
tors” were, he replied: 
“Never mind, there’s no 

need to ask.” 
Dr Mahathir, who had 

earlier handed out finan- 
cial aid to 24 Kubang Pasu 
fire and storm victims, 
said the Barman Govern- 
ment would be able to re- 
solve all problems and 
continue the nation’s de- 
velopment if it was re- 
turned with a big major- 
ity. 

‘:There will be no prob- 
lems if we are returned 
with a big majority. But if 

we win with a majority of 
one or two (seats), surely 
it will be difficult.” 

On Semangat 46% co-op- 
eration with the PBS. D* II 

Mahathir said this had an- 
gered many PAS mem- 
bers who had decided to .- 
join Umno. 

“And some PAS mem- 
bers who have not decid- 
ed to join or support have 
stated that they would not 
come out and vote,” he 
said. 

Asked whether the 
Barisan would initiate 
moves to reconcile all Ma- 

lav narties if it won with a 
strong majority, Dr Ma- 
hathir said: “This is not 
new. We have been saying 
that we should not be di- 
vided. There is no use 
having PAS and Seman- 
gat. So we are always 
working towards ensur- 
ine that all Malavs have 
only one party, Umno.” 

On Sabah, Dr Mahathir 
felt that all problems 
could be resolved in the 
“usual way.” 

He said it was only the 
PBS leadership, and not 
the entire party, which 

did not have the “Malay- 
sian spirit.” 

He said any move to get 
Sabah .out of Malaysia 
would not succeed, point- 
ing out that an attempt to 
get Kelantan out had 
failed in the past. 

“We will try to explain 
to all Sabahans the bene- 
fits of remaining in Ma- 
laysia, and to wipe off the 
hatred against Malaysia 
that Pairin (Sabah Chief 
Minister Datuk Seri Jo- 
seph Pairin Kitingan) has 
implanted in their 
hearts,” he said. 
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