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KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. —
The Prime Minister today
described the move by the
United States Congress to
stop a US$1 million (M$2.7
. million) military training
grant to Malaysia as “econ-
omic arm-twisting.”

Datuk Seri D athir

ohamad was comment-
ing on a Press report that
the US Congreas had on
Thursday passed an
amendment to the Foreign
Assistance Act to this ef-
fect.

It had been introducedby
Oregon Senator Mark Hat-
tield who had accused
Malaysia of violating hu-
man rights by forcing Viet-
namese boat people back to
sed.

Speaking to reporters at
the Putra World Trade
Centre after closing the
44th World Amateur Body-
building Championships,
Dr Mahathir said Malaysia
was saddened by the move.

“It appears that the Unit-
ed States leadership does
not hesitate to arm-twist
smaller countries.

“Other countries do
worse things, such as kill-
ing 21 Palestiniana,” he
said, alluding t{o the recent
incident at the Temple
Mount in Jerusalem.

“We have to look after
our own interests just as
they (Americans) prevent
people such as Mexicans
and Haitians from entering
their country.”

“But they have done this
because we p2e a small and
weak c%z'ry and they
think th&t might is right.*

He said that Malaysia
did not really need the
money for military train-
ing, but rather, the know-
ledge that came with it.
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