‘t¢’prove whether or not
K . was a cover-up in the
“Qiintran tapes issue.
. Agked for his comments
;. sllegations: that Attor-
sjey-General Tan Sri Abu
TI&lib Othman was in‘*
volved in a cover-up on th®
{ssue; he sad since the
B&‘I“find made the allega-
tions it was for the party ¥0
prove that there was &
caver-ubD. .
.. He-added, however, th
jt:ghanld. be remembere
“that.-the matter happened
-goshetime ago and al th:J
béginning tit was just
4heft.of a safe.
-~ A'he,question of ;ts con
"tents was not raised.
: .%:“mathir said it wasg
- possible that focus was gi
ven to-the crime of theft as
"the iskue of the safe’s con- |
'tents was not raised. |
" *Jtit had been raised ear-
-1y, Latn contident the police |
‘would have taken the|
necessary action.”

Asked if the Attorney-
General had referred to
him for advice, Dr Ma-
hathir said: “If al matters
are to be referred to me, |
won't be left with time for
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other work. It was left to
the: discretion of the of-
tivers involved.”

~Hé.gald unless, someone
rove that an officer
made a mistake in the
gefrse of his duties, he was
1;: position to take ac-
~fpeaking to reporters.af-

had

" tqwinspecting'a Relapar.
e in- conjunction with

Reja:-Day at the Police
Traioing: Centre hére; Dr
Mahathi said if the Oppo
sitlon was sincere in want-
ing-action against a crime
like porssession of porno-
%raphic. tapes, it should
ave reported to the police
as soon as it had the infor-
mation and_not brought the
matter ap in Parliament.
This, he said, would have
enabled the police to take
the normal action against
anyeneinvolved in a crime.
But it is very clear here
that the Opposition’ is not
interested in righting a
wrong but wants to get poli-
ticad mileage from the is
sue.’ - ) )
The Prime Minister said
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¥ Mahathir: _
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many people had pornogra-
phic’ tapes in their posses-
sion and they were people
in high laces as well. How-
ever. there was no proof.

As such, why should one
person be victimised? he
asked.

. Asked ifthe Government
intended to ask Mr Vijan-
dran, who is Deputy Dewan
Rakyat Speaker, to go on
leave because of the contro-
versy, Dr Mahathir said he
could not make any deci-

sions yet as it would not be
fair to convict a person
baaed on mere aceusations.

“On the other hand, we
will not have anyone who is
proven to be involved in
such activities in the Gov-
ernment. The matter has to
be considered fairly.”

Asked if it was possible
that the Government would
advise Mr Vijandran to go
on leave to reduce tension
in Parliament, the Prime
Minister said the Opposi-
tion could at any time
create tension by raising
such issues.
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