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hathlrMQhammJaxd to-
day the people of Sabah
should realise that Malay-
sians from other parts of
the country who come
here contribute to the
state's develoument and
progress.

The Prime Minister
said Malaysia could 8
gress because the Gov-
ernment opened its doors
to foreign investors who
not only brought capital
and technology but also
ex&emse

alaysians from other
states serving in Sabah
helped dlrecty in devel-
op seg he state and ex-
the locals to skills

in various fields, he told
newsmen at the Tanjung
Aru Beach Hotd before
leaving for. Kuala Lum-
Pur He arrived here yes-
erday to open Usno's
22nd genera assembly.

Dr Mahathir was
quoted as saying that it
was not fair to think that
Malaysians from other
states had no place in Sa-

bah.

“He added that Malay-
sians should not be nar-
row-minded.

“If we alow Filipinos
and Indonesians to come
in to develop the state,
why are Maaysians from
outside Sabah"not accept-
ed?’ he asked.

On the Sabah Govern-
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ment’s request for an in-
crease in ail_royalty from
the present fwe r cent,
Dr Mabhathir said that ev-
ery state must remember
that it was part of one na-
tion and accept that the
country’s wealth, wherev-
er it was found, belonged
to the peo le.

He . “Not every
date in Malaysa is rich.
Sabah, too, was very back-
ward when achieving in-
dependence within~Ma-
laysia.

“At that time, much of
the revenue from the pen-
insula was used to finance
development in Sabah.

“Now that Sabah has de-
veloped and has become
rich, it is only appropriate
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that it helps develop other
states. This is the concept
of nationhood.”

In alloting funds, Dr
Mahathir said, the Feder
a Government took mto
account all factors, in-
cluding the needs of each
state, the country’s finan-
cial position and the over-
al interest of the nation.

On claims that the Fed-
eral Government was
Blottl ng to topple the Sa-

ah Government, Dr Ma-
hathir said it was only the
oplnlon of one person.

Dr Mahathir repeated
his advice to Sabah politi-
cians not to fan racial, pa-.
rochlal and religious sen-
timen

Asked whether the Fed-

eral Government would
take preventive measures
if senditive issues contin-
ued to be raised, Dr Ma-
hathir said: “The Govern-
ment will not use its

ers under the Intern: Se
curity Act unless it is
absolutely  necessary.”

On requests by Barisan
Nasional component par-
ties in Sabah that they be
allowed to use the|rbr(|.l
spective part mbols
aﬁ d not th% B)énss%/n dac-
ing in the parliamentary
elections. he said this
would be discussed.

Dr Mahathir said the
move to make the Labuan
Federal Territory a tax
haven was planned three
years ago.
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