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R1§ vision of a united
Malaysia and said this can
only be achieved if Malay-
sians made it a common
goal.

“If the people have separ-
ate and conflicting visions,
and every race fights and
upholds its vision, then, un-
ity is difficult to achieve
and disunity will prevail,”
the Prime Minister said.

“For Malaysia, we have
and will continue to strug-
gle for this common vision
based on the constitution
and the Rukunegara.”

Launching the 15th anni-
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tangga scheme at the Pu-
tra World Trade Centre, Dr
Mabhathir, who spoke on na-
tion building, said there
had been considerable pro-
gress towards a united
Malaysia.

“This progress of ours

has been the result of the -

co-operation and contribu-
tions of the people and the
Government in creating a
conducive political and
economic climate to foster
unity.”

He added that this pro-
gress would not be
achieved “if the people did
not want unity and if Ma-
laysians do not exercise
moderate values, toler-

tude and respect the sensi-
tivities and rights of the
various races.” .

“Likewise, this progress
will not be achieved if the
Government is not stable
and strong, if the Gov-
ernment did not represent
all the races and the States,
and if the Government did
not strive to protect and ad-
vance the interests of the
various races and all levels
of society.”

On the relationship be-
tween the various races,
the Prime Minister said it
was stable and good.

“The multi-racial people
of this country have been
able to foster close co-oper-
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ation in their political, so-
cial and economic activi-
ties and advance their
interests in a harmonious,
peaceful and calm man-
ner,” he said.

“Signs of the people
going for a Malaysian iden-
tity are also appearing and
becoming more evident
with the use of a common
language and education
system,” he added.

He pledged to resolve
sources of potential con-
flict which could threaten
the vision of a united
Malaysia, referring to so-
cio-economic imbalances
among the races and reli-
gious and cultural prob-
lems.

In this context, he said
the Government would con-
tinue to retain the Internal
Security Act (ISA) and re-
lated laws until the people

ensure they will not harp
on sensitive issues.

Dr Mahathir said Malay-
sians need to look forward
to the 1990s and beyond de-
spite the progress achieved
towards a united Malaysia
as nation-building was not
something which could be
realised in 20 or 30 years.

“The unity we have now
needs to be consolidated so
that we can cope with the
various pressures and
challenges without easily
being intimidated.”
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