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KUALA LUMPUR, WQ’/—
The Internal Secunty Act and
other related laws will be re-
tained until the people learn to
check themselves frm activi-
ties that pose a threat to na-

tional security, Datuk
Mabhathir aid to-
night.

These preventive laws would
continue to be used so long as ra-
cial, religious and other such is
sues had the potential to under-
mine the country, he said.

“Our experience and that of oth-
er countries has shown how dire
the conseguences can beif racial
and religious issues are not moni-
tored and regulated,” said the
Prime Minister.

The Government wanted to pre-
vent occurrences that could lead to
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loss of life and destruction of ﬁroper-
ty, he said when launching the 15th
anniversary celebrations of the Ru
kun Tetangga at the Putra World
Trade Centre here. o

Dr Mahathir said the May 13 inci-
dent was a lesson to everyone.

“Prevention is better than cure”
he said, adding that this was borne
out in October 1987 when the Gov-
ernment defused what would have
been an explosive situation by taking
fii_action under the I1SA.

The Prime Minister, said the people
needed a common vision of the na-
thrtw they wanted to build to achieve
unity.

Saying that the process of nation-
buil m? was a long one, he added
that until the country reached a level
of unity that would enableit to cope
with all threats, national solidarity
would remain the Government’s pri-
mary consideration.
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This objective would be given pri-
ority in thedrawing up of policiesin
all ‘areas to help enhance unity
among the people, he said. s

Dr Mahathir said what had been

achieved so far came from the co-
operation between the Gover nment
and the people. }
_ Thiswould not have been possible
if the people had not wanted unity
and had not appreciated the need for
moderation, tolerance, and respect
for the rights and sensitivities of oth-
ers, he, added. ) o

Dr Mahathir described rellglon
and belief as another important as-
pect relating to unity.

He said that although Idam was
the official religion Malaysians of
gther faiths enjoyed religious free-

om.

Dr. Mahathir, who is also Home
Minister, said nation-building in the
Malaysian context included * territo-
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rial integration.” )

He said that integration among
peninsula states was not a major
problem as the people had known one
another for alongtime.

The integration that needed great-
er attention was between the penin-
sula and Sabah and Sarawak, he said.

He added that the Federal Govern-
ment and state authorities had taken
various steps to promote this inte-
gratlon but such a process could not

e achieved in a short time.

The Government would pursue
th](Sj goal until it was achieved, he
sal

Dr Mahathir said that in the 90s
and beyond, “we will continue to con-
centrate on nation-building. ..there
will be challenges, but if we are com-
mitted, have the same objectives and
vision, and uphold the Constitution
and Ru_kun_ePara, an even stronger
Malaysia will emerge.”
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