
‘Work harder to maintain success
opening of the Sarawak
cultural village at Damai,
35km from here, he attrl-
buted the success  to
greater emphasis on pro-
moting the industry.
“Besides establishing a

Ministry to look into cul-
ture and tourism and en-
hancing the role of the
Tourist Development Cor-
poration in the promotion

and marketing of Malay-
sia, various other facilities
and incentives have been
given to investors in the in-
dustry.

“Investors in projects re-
lating to the hotel industry
and infrastructure, such as
recreational, cdltural and
handicraft centres, have
been given pioneer status,
tax allowances and other

facilities,” he told about 500
people, including represen-
tatives from Asean and
European Community na-
tions attending the two-day
Asean-EC meeting here.

He said tourist arrivals
in Malaysia increased
three-fold from 1.2 million
people in 1972 to 3.9 million
people last year.

Over the same period,

foreign exchange from the countries in tourism.By Jws Ritchie
KIJCHING, Thurs. - Da-
tuk bri.Dr Mahathirm
hawaa said t d that the
tFiFiFt?nduitry had be-
come an important re-
v e n u e - e a r n e r  f o r  t h e
country despite a late start.

The Prime Minister said
the industry raked in about
$2.6 billion last year.

Speaking at the official

tour&t industry increased
10 times from $266 million
to $2.6 billion.

The Prime Minis ter
urged the people to work
harder to sustain the in-
dustry’s success despite its
current performance.

In this respect, he la-
mented that Malaysia stfll
lagged far behind Asean

of tourist industry
the country’s first “live-in”
cultural village.

“We must come up with
more innovative tourist at-
tractions in order to attract
tourists to our country.
While it is commendable to
establish better and more
sophisticated accommoda-
tion with hotels, motels and
chalets, other recreational
activities should also be es-

tablished.
“The Sarawak cultural

village is a fine example
and we hope that more pro-
jects of this nature will be
established, not only in
Sarawak, but also in other
parts of the nation.”

Dr Mahathir said an in-
ternat ional  s tudy had
shown that the travel and
tourist industry is the lar-

gest industry in the world,
playing a leading role in
the economy of developed
and developing countries.

He said that Visit Malay-
sia Year 1990 involved Ma-
laysians from all walks of
life and therefore the peo-
ple should be “friendly, re-
spectful and have an ea-
gerness to be helpful to
tourists”.

_

Statistics showed that
Malaysia’s share of foreign
exchange from tourism in
the region added up to only
13 per cent compared with
35 per cent for Singapore
and 28 per cent for Thai-
land.

Dr Mahathir commend-
ed the Sarawak State Gov-
ernment for establishing
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