
KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. Dr Mahatirir *said Ma- 
- There is a need for laysia was willing to ex- 
closer co-operation pand training pro- 
among developing coun- grammes to include other 
tries to expand economic areas if the training pro- 
relations and meet com- vided,so far to the Fijians 
mon challenges, Datuk had been useful. 
Seri Dr w- He said the various 
mad said todav. changes in economic and 

political scenes world- 
wide could best be re- 

The Prime Minister 
said such efforts would . . . . . . sponded to in a collective enante rnese countries to 
learn and benefit from 
each other. 

Dr Mahathir said that 
Malaysia was deeply com- 
mitted to the concept of 
economic and technical 
co-operation among de- 
veloping countries, 

One of Malaysia’s com- 
mitments, Dr Mahathir 
said, was the hosting of 
the Summit of the Group 
of 15 here. 

“Within our modest re- 
sources, we would like to 
share the experience and 
expertise in development 
which may benefit other 
countries,” Dr Mahathir 
said at a dinner hosted for 
Fijian Prime Minister 
Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara 
and his wife at Sri Per- 
dana here today. 

manner. 
He said Malaysia wel- 

comed initiatives and ef- 
forts in establishing dia- 
logue and co-operation be- 
tween Asean and the , 
South Pacific Forum 
countries. 

“Despite our proximity, 
there is lack of substance 
in the relations between 
the two regional group- 
ings. _ 

“It will be more prudent 
to limit ourselves to the 
more practical projects 
that will contribute to 
peace and prosperity in 
our area,” ,Dr Mahathir 
added. 

In the afternoon, the 
Yang di-Pertuan Agong 
Sultan Azlan Shah grant- 
ed an audience to Ratu Sir 

Kamisese and his wife. 
In the morning, Ratu Sir 

Kamisese h&d a 90-minute 
meeting with Dr Ma- 
hathir. 

According to Foreign 
Ministry deputy secre- 
tary-general Datuk Abdul 
Majid Mohamed, the Fiji- 
an Prime Minister told Dr 
Mahathir that his govern- 
ment was keen to send of- 
ficials here to study Ma- 
laysia’s set-up. 

Fiji wanted to learn how 
Malaysia managed the 
multi-racial society, 
which was similar to that 
in Fiji. 

Datuk Maiid said Ratu 
Sir Kamisese was also in- 
terested in knowing about 
the political set-up and co- 
operation among the polit- 
ical parties. 

The Fijian Prime Minis- 
ter later signed an air ser- 
vices agreement with Ma- 
laysia forjthe establish- 
ment of direct air links 
between thb two._ coun- 
tries. * 

Transport fiinister Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik 
signed on Malaysia’s be- 
half. 
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