Do not be made pawns

of others, uni

é
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KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. —
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
“reminded local
trade unionists not to be-
lieve their Western coun-
terparts when they declare
that their sympathy lies
with Malaysian workers.

Trade unions in indus-
trialised countries were, in
fact, trying to incite their
local colleagues to make all
sorts of demands from
their companies, failing
which they were encour-
aged to take industrial ac-
tion to back their claims,
the Prime Minister said. -

Western unionists’ inter-
ference had undermined
the industrial harmony of
many countries, including
those which had been in-
dustrialising rapidly, he
added.

South Korea and Taiwan
were riding high at one
time, but their perfor-
mance had since been ad-
versely affected by indus-
trial unrest when their
workers fell prey to nega-
tive influences from Wes-
tern unionists.

They could no longer
compete with the Western
countries, their economic
growth had declined and
they may not become in-
dustrialied countries now,
Dr Mahathir said in his
speechiat the opening of the
Umno gleneral assembly.

But cppressed workers
from countries which were
not competing with the

Lo

economies of Western
countries are hardly given
any attention by the union-
ists from these countries.

Some Western countries
suffered economic decline
because there was no in-
dustrial peace. The Prime
Minister then drew the au-
dience's attention to the in-
volvement of local union-
ists in politics, saying that
their participation offered
workers little gain. ’

Dr Mahathir said: “In the
recent general election, a
trade union group was used
as a tool by a group of poli-

ticians’for their self-inter-
est. Trade unions are al-
lowed to function not for
politics but to protect the
interests of workers. They
are given certain rights to
struggle for the lot of
workers.

“Some politicians say
that the interest of workers
will be better protected if
their leaders were involved
in politics and could form
the Government. Maybe
this is logical. But the
experience of other coun-
tries has shown otherwise.
Instead, the workers' fate

-

took a turn for the worse.

“This is one of the rea-
sons why communist and
socialist ideologies are re-
jected today. Workers in
communist countries are
nothing more than slaves
of their countries.

“And the economies of
many socialists countries
are declining even though
they were once prosperous.
Workers in “workers' hea-
vens”, as claimed by the
communists, led lives of
misery and did not get the
rewards promised by their
union leaders, who gained
power through the support
of the “working class”, he
said.

He said society's views of
the employer and em-
ployee has changed. Mini-
mum standards and proper
treatment of workers was
assured and protected by
laws and the Government.

Other than in the com-
munist countries, workers
were generally a respected
group in society and talent-
ed ones can look forward to
a higher standard of living.

The Prime Minister said:
“Children of a labourer
need not end up labourers,
too. Upward mobility is a
reality in this age.”

He also said the general
public supperted laws pro-
tecting workers, and today
no oppression of workers
could take place. Now,
workers were free to make
a success of themselves, to

seek an education and pro-
gress from hired em-
ployees to belng their own
bosses, or move into other
fields which had more po-
tential.

A society of different
classes does not exist any-
more. Such has been the de-
velopment of trade unions
that workers received sa-
laries which were way
above minimum wages.
They lived in luxury and
could take industrial action
which could create prob-
lems for society if their de-
mands for yet more pay
was not met.

“In such a situation,
should we continue to use
industrial action to settle
disputes between an em-
ployer and the workers?
Strikes and other methods
to force the employer to
bow to workers' demands
cause big losses to both
parties.”

Industrial action be-
comes a burden to the pub-
lic because in the end it was
the people who had to bear
higher costs when compan-
ies met workers' claims. It
wasg naive to think that only
the employer would have to
absorb the extra costs.

The Prime Minister said
Malaysia was developing
rapidly and needed invest-
ments, be it from local or
outside sources. If indus-
trial peace did not prevail,

onists told

no one would be willing to
‘invest.

He said: “Why should
they expose their capital to
losses? If there is no invest-
ment, there will also be no
job opportunities. If there :
are no job opportunities,
claims by whatever means .
for salary increases by
workers cannot succeed.

“But if there is peace, in-
vestments will increase,
and entrepreneurs will
rush to hire workers. This
is happening in Malaysia.
Because of this, the level of
wages has gone up even
without pressure of indus-
trial action.”

He said that if the Gov-
ernment was sometimes
seen as being averse to in-
dustrial action, it was not
because the Government
was anti-worker, but
rather because the Gov-
ernment was pro-worker.

“The Government wants
their income and purchas-
ing power to increase. With
a better income, the -
workers can buy more
goods, which will boost the
market, which will in turn
spur other industries such
as manufacturing, import,
transport, oil and 1001
other business activities
which are labour-intensive.

“The Government's
coffers will also grow and
the benefits will also be en-
joyed by public sector em-
ployees,” he added.
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