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KUALA LUMPUR , Dee 1/11 Bernama ) ‘-- Chinese language newspapers 

deliberately played up news reports touching on yace and campaigned for the 
opp~os i t i on clur i ng the 1 ast general elect ion, Prime Minister Datuk Seri _I& 

a~f:,it‘h i 1’ 3lohamacl said toda37. 

Lit? said such reports frequently made the front pages of such newspapers 
and this, indirectly, could influence the thinking of the people, 
particlllarly the Chinese community. 

The. Umno President ~JSQ rejected the comments of a ldcal Chinese 
language newspaper editor that news reports in the Chinese press during the 
general election campefgn period reflected the views’of the Chinese 
corrnnuni ty. I > 7 

+T .read today the comments of,a:Chinese ed+tor saying that they only 
reflected the views of the public. But, newspapers do nat only reflect the 
v i c;.ws . _ . they can also publish reports that&can influence,+ he told a press 
conference at the end of the second day of the Umno General assembly at,.the 
Plltra World Trade Centre here. 

He praised the Bahasa Malaysia and English language dai.lies for being 
more responsible by not publishing news’ items which could hurt the feelings 
of the people, especially the Malays; -- more 
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/ :t:, i;li i (1 : f F 0 1” instance, the Malay and English language. newspapers could 
pirjy up St I-,P. spe,eches during this general assembly ,that can,,, hurt the 
feelings of the people, and touch on the qu8stion of race. 

tF3tlt they did not play this up in their fi-ont pages with big headlines. 
This shows that certain English and Bahasa Mn:laysJa netispapers are more 
responsible.+ 

Tn his policy address yesterday, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir hit out at 
Chinese news papers for supporting the two-pdrty a\ystem:advocated by the 
opposition. 

He also said t.hat. Chinese news reports ‘which suppqrted and campaigned 
c L tnr the opposition escaped the knowledge of the Commonwealth Observer Grau: 
because they were unable to read local Chinese and Tamil newspapers. 

-Is such, the group’s report that the major newspapers did not give 
;Ildequate coverage to the opposition parties wtis not accurate, he added. -- 
mot- R 
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Th?c Prime 3linister said the group was also not aware of, the unhealthy 
,-><:: i: 011.=~ ‘: I‘ the opposition such as preventing 300 Barisan Nasional 
s\~ppor- t prs from voting and this was not exposed. 

+?‘his was one of the things the Observer Group did not see and, as 
sllch,. their evaluation did not touch on the actjvj,ties cJf the opposition 
d\lt-ing t.he election,+ he added. 

Hou@ver, he said that he understood the problems’of the grotlp which did 
r:ot’have enough manpower to obtain an overall picture of the conduct of tF 
general election. , 

On the proceedings so far at the Umno General Assemr>ly, Datuk Seri Dr 
F?aha+hir felt the debate was of quality with delegates gjvlng concise 
sppnC’hes on the party struggle. -- Bernama 
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