
KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - 
The outcome of the Umno 
vice-presidential race and 
the role of the constitution- 
al monarch dominated dis- 
cussions at the general as- 
sembly here today. 

Both inside and outside the 
conference hall the delegates 
were either talking about the 
new second-liners or the al- 
~o~;z~~lvement of Rulers in 

On both counts, many were 
frank, and not merely in pri- 
vate exchange of views. 

Umno members themselves 
were not spared blame for yio- 
lating the division of powers 
between the monarchy and the 
executive “for personal politi- 
cal interests.” 
li,“,~u~o~h~a~~-~~~~~~~~~ 

Ibrahlm, Datuk Abdullah Ah- 
mad Badawi and Datuk Seri 
Sanusi Junid some delegates 
wanted proof that th 
work toeether. pa;;“Ydd 

(h,csJiwE;a;Z$ 
sion,’ he said of their selection. 

He conceded that alle 
had been made during t f 

ations 
e run- 

up to the polls, but felt sure 
that “these had not been so ob- 
vious or direct that they cannot 
now work with one another.” 

The three themselves de- 
clared that the would be 
“looking forws d” and not 
backwards, a 
closely for th J 

be working 
party. 

A delegate, during the debate 
on the presidential address, 
sought evidence of that. 

“During the campaign, sup- 
porters of Sanusi were angry 
with those seen with Anwar. 
And Anwar’s eople were an- 
gry with mem ! ers 
to Sanusi,” he said. 

for talking 

To the loud approval of the 
others, the delegate asked the 
three to shake hands with the 
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And he told them that they 
-should not be thinking now of 
3eing Prime Minister” and con- 
zentrate on their job. 

He urged them to remember 
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Jmno president and his de i.~- 
y, Encik Abdul Ghafar Ba \ 
nd to stand behind them. 

a, 

The Federal Territory re re- 
entative insisted that t ey R 
ointly raise their hands in a 
how of solidarity “so that we 
an send a message of unity to 
11.” 

that “not all Rajas can become 
a Sultan.” The analogy reflect- 
ed the other preoccupation of 
the delegates. 

The Negri Sembilan repre- 
sentative, who seconded the 
resolution on constitutional 
~~~h~r~~~~~d~~~e~~P~~ 

politics. 
Not all the criticisms were 

directed outwards: “Umno can- 
not blame the 
because we‘sta & 

alace entirely 
bed ourselves 

in the back when some of us 

dragged in the Rulers to 
achieve personal political in- 
terests.” 

After giving many examples 
of how mentns besar had to be 
removed because they were 
not favoured by Rulers, he 
stressed the right of the ruling 
party to exercise the mandate 
given by the people without 
palace interference. 

His speech was interru 
P 

ted 
many times by long and oud 
cheering. 

The debate on the resolution 
begins tomorFow,_but_ the stand 

Cl MORE REPORTS ON PAGES 2,3 & 4 
of Umno is already clear. As is 
the message it wants to send. 
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