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D&bate was to“- 
save monarchy 

I’UJ 

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - 
The open debate on the 
resolution on the Rulers 
‘and the constitution at the 
Umno general assembly is 
not intended to cgange the 
monarchical system or fo- 
‘ment revolution, Datuk 
Seri Dr MahathiFM&& 

The Umio president said the 
debate merely intended to re- 
mind all affected parties of the’ 
indiscretions that had taken 
‘place and to highlight thk pos- 
sible dangers associated ‘with 
them. 

He said: “We are worried that if 
not reminded, the affected parties 
will continue with their actions and 
this may lead to even stiffer re- 
minders which may worsen the si- 
tuation. 

“It could also lead to an uncontrol- 
lable reaction from the affected par- 
ties.” 

In winding up the debate, Dr Ma- 
, hailyir said the uitimate and true ob- 
jective of the’debate was to save the 
constitutional monarchy. 

The constitution and laws alone 
c&uld not save a aystem used by Go- 
-*merits anywhere in the world. 
, L What can save the system is the 
beneficial outcome of its implemen- 
tation, which cornea from the contin- 
+ous support of the people for the 
‘#y8tem.” 
‘: Throughout the history of Umno 
#ace merdeka, no question pertain- 

ing to the Rulers was ever raised. 
This is because the country’s system 
of : a constitutional monarchy and 
parliamentary democracy had 
never been violated, the Prime 
;M?nister said. 

Later, 
Press co 17e 

aking (0 newsmen at a 
erence, Dr Mahathir said 

the debate would not necessarily re- 
‘$lult & amendments to the constitu- 
tion. He said Umno’s supreme coun- 

cil wquld meet soon to discuss the 
resolution and decide which of the 
two courses of action proposed by de- 
legates could be taken. 

One was to present the views of the 
delegates to the Rulers, and the 
other to have a special committee 
make a further study and offer con- 
crete suggestions. 

In the 33 years since merdeka, this 
system has aerved the nation well. 
Even though there was a constitu- 
tional crisis in 1983, Umno refrained 
from discussing issues concerning 
the Rulers despite the uneasiness in 
and outside the party, he said. 

Dr Mahathir said that since the 
debate on the resolution was made in 
the context of the system of constitu- 
tional monarchy and parliamentary 
democracy, it was therefore impor- 
tant that everyone fully understood 
the actual significance of what these 
terms meant. 

For this “we have to refer to our 
history for guidance”, he said. 

The following is the translated ex- 
cerpts of the Prime Minister’s 
speech: 

Before being colonlsed, the Malay 
States were under the feudal system 
of Government where only the royal 
household and State dignitaries 
were involved in politics. 

“The rukyat had no role to play 
whatsoever. During that time, the 
political situation was aeldom sta- 
ble. Attempts to topple the Rulers 
were made all the time. 

‘This inevitably weakened the Ma- 
lay sultanate and lawlessness was 
the order of the day. That ivas why 
colonisers had an easy time inter- 
vening, influencing and eventually 
taking over the administration. 

“It was true that the British were 
invited and accepted through agree- 
ments, but when they were in power 
they were even able to determine 
who among the royalty could ascend 
the throne and who could not. 

“The Rulers had to live under the 
rule of the British, especially those 
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In the Federated Staten.” 
Dr Mahathir’r speech re- 

ceived all round applaurs 
from the packed hall. For the 
firet time. the party preeldent 
relied on a prepared text to 
prenent bin windinfiup 
qeech. 

He proceeded: yhia wee the 
eltuation when the Japaneee 
occupied the country. The 
Rule+ poeltlon under Japan- 
eee rule wae vague. What wee 
clear wae that the Japanese 
aeeumed full authority even 
though they allowed&e ouee- 
tion on religlon end cult& of 
the Malave be determined bv 
the Malah. 

“It was the hope of the Ma- 
laya that when the Britlah re- 
turn&I, the etatua quo could be 
retained even lf the iorelgn 
power did not grant lndepen- 
dence. The Malaya hoped then 
that the admiulntration would 
be under the Britirh while the 
Malay S&at- would b recog- 
nieed cu State8 with a Ruler 
and not directly under Britleh 
rule. 

The Malay State6 were ac- 
tually Britirh protectorate8 
and not Brltlrh coloniee. 

“Unfortunately, when World 
War II ended, the Brltleh 
planned to fully colon&e the 
Malay Btater under the Ma- 
la~~Union. under which the 
?&lay Ruleis would only be 
made heade at the Islamic re- 
llglon and Malay culture. The 
full admlnletratlon ot the Ma- 
layan Union would be in the 
hande of the Brltiab. 

“In I). eltuation when the 
&br&hti no ll&Wliat&ever 

Rulera had no place to t&-n to. 
“Hence, when (Sir Herold) 

MaeMlchael threatened not to 
resognlee Rula who refueed 
torip away their power to the 
Britbh, the Malay Rulerr had 
ro;w but to wee to the 

“The &an&r mby not have 
been #topped if the Mrlaye 
had not openlt countered 
ntrongly th6 Bri&h move. 

“The Malavan Union was 
then changed to the Fedara- 
tion of Malaya where the 
Rulerr’ poeltion reverted to 
that before the Ja nneea oocu- 
pied the Malay I tater. They 
were not directly involved in 
the -ration which had 
Et 

80 
laced under the Leglela- 
uncll and Britieh High 

.C%ntmieeloner who headed an 
Executive Council. 

‘It WM clear that the Ma. 

monarch acte on the adflee of 
the chief executive who f# .cho- 
nen by the r&pot exoept for 
the dieeolution ai Parllednent 
and appolntment of the Chief 
Executive himeel!, other than 
the matter6 afiectlng Irlam 
and cuetoms. 

“In choosing a Chlei Execu- 
Uve, the Ruler b boun& by the 
atand of the elCcted repreeen- 
tativen in Parliament. If the 
Ruler aelecb mmeone without 
the repreaentativex’ majority 
support, then that romeone 
will be oueted through a vote 
of no confidence. 

“Hence, the chief executive, 
whether a Menteri Reear or 
Prime Minister, murt be 
among elected repreeenta- 
tivee eecuring the eupport of 
hie counterparta 

“Normally, the party 
leaderahlp that ac 
majority during an e e&Ion 18 ? 

ulred a 

meet likely to get the I 
%Y* of a majority of the elect re- 

preeentativee. If he ir not ee- 
iected and another elected re- 
ureeentative ir choeen and 
iworn in by the Ruler, that 
elected repreeeutatlve will fall 
when the Dewan elt+ and a 
vote of no confidence b oaet. 

“In other word& aithough 
the Ruler can a 
ernqent Chief #4%Zt&e?Zi 
ie bound by the wiehee of the 
repreeentatlved elected by the 
votere. 

“Malayela hae a written 
conetitution and varioue law8 
to elarIfy the monarcb’e poel- 
tion and rlghte of the people. It 
ie not qe&fied In the conatltu- 
tion4h@yr3oreta practleee a 
ey.e@&4st&inetltutIonal mon- 
~Qyf$ pa’llamentary de- 

mea% b no epeciflc men- 
tion In the conetltutlon that 
Malayeia adopt6 the eyetem of 
parllamentary democracy 
and conetitutionnl monarahy. 
However, oertaln conetltu- 
tional and legal provirlonr 
give the underetandlng that 
Ruler8 in bbalayeib are 
conetitutlonal. bawd on a aye 
tern of parliamentary demo- 
cracy. 

mere ie no compreheneive 
legal ay4tem in any country 
that provide6 what cdn be 
doneandwhatnottodo. 

“If what ie epecifically not 
prohlbited meane it ie allowed, 
then the Ruler ie allowed not 
only to be active In politice, but 
aleotovoteandbeelectede8a 
people% repreeentative. Men- 
teri Beear end Prime Mlnleter 
In the parliamentary demo- 

Government. But the .Gov- 
ernment 18 open to oritlabm. 

“The Government rarely 
brln people to court under 
the &ition Act although alle- 
gatlone, eometlmee eedltioue. 
have been made agalnet the 
Government by individuala, 
groupe and the media, some- 
tlmee invoking hatred a@inet 
the Government. 

‘Allegatione without a&a- 
ale. like rayinn the Gov- 
ernment L lniolvsd in corrup 
tion. ~111 definitely make the 
people hate and wieh the.Gov- 
ernment to fall. Iiowevel. the 
Government wlll not ue& the 
Sedition Act to eave i. 

2 
eli. 

only when thoee accue lone 
c6mleadtorioteandch~will 
the Government take act@. 

-Although the Guvernment 
can uee the &dition A@ to 
clamp down end circuqvent 
any activity which can hwoke 
hatred agalnst the Gov- 
ernment It refueee to do db. 

m In becauee the bov- 
ernment need6 to know the 
feeling of the people and their 
critlclemr agalnet the aov- 
ernment. If there 18 no $rItl- 
ciem aganiet the Government, 
whatever wrong the Qov- 
ernment doee will gobun- 
checked. 

will gef woree until one &y it 
cannot be controlled and:wlll 
explode in a rebellion agalet 
the Government. 

“Hence, even though the$e III 
a iSedItion Apt the people qunt 
be given the free#om to f&i- 
ciee and it muet be done in a 
clear manner. If only one or 
two pereons are alioweff to 
make ruch crlti&Iame,ri@#iay 
be regarded ae only their opin- 
ion and not that of people. 

The w@‘e. and wrtplply 
Umno membork muet Q+%_ 
ven the opportunity to expmre 
whatever ir In thelr heart6 

the lawn o! the country, the 
Rulere &re Immune from&al 
action 811 provided for i&&i- 
cle 181(S): No procoedihge 
whateoever &all be 
tnanycourtagaiiutaRu 
a$ate In hie pemonal c+w I 

Mievertheleee, thie doerhot 
mean that the Ruler wa%free 

freedom doea not meai @$ 
Ruler can eteal or kill or&m- 
mit crimea. 



layr had struggled to restore 
the posltion of the Rulers after 
they had signed the declara- 
tion to surrender their power 
under the MaIa 
quest for me rIK 

an Union. The 
eke was fully 

supported by most of the Ma- 
lays. The independence galned 
through this struggle of the 
Malaya also retained the Insti- 
tutlon of the Malay Rulers. 
Umno had no Intention of des- 
trovinrr the institution of the 
Ruierri: 

“It is clear that the I&lava 
through Umno, had sttruggied 
to restore the position of the 
Malay Rulers which was lost 
after signing the Malayan Un 
ion agreement. 

“Following that. Umno 
fought for independence, 
which was supported by al- 
most all the Malaya. The Ma- 
lay States whose indepen- 
dence was fought for by Umno 
and the Malays are the Ma- 
lays States which still pre- 
serve the Rulers. 

“There is no intention at all 
for Umno to abolish the mon- 
archical svstem. What Is be- 
ing fought ior is merely how to 
preserve the Rulers without 
setting aside democracy. With 
that, the system of a constltu- 
tlonal monarchy and parlIa- 
mantary democracy was 
shaped. 

“Hence, while we, Umno. de- 
manded independence from 
theBrItIsh. we agreed wlth the 
Malay Rulers on the nreserva- 
tlon of the monarchy In what 
was Malava then. but with an 
admIni&atlon~ by a Gov- 
ernment elected by the people. 

“The British system of a 
constitutional monarchy was 
made an example. Se*atlng 
the Rulers from the admInIs- 
tration was done with the In- 
tention of giving the mkgat a 
role In determining their des- 
tiny, which was 6make Ma- 
laya a democratic nation. 

“Government by monarchy 
cannot be demoractic because 
the monarchv cannot bs re- 
placed. Instead, Government 
by the mkgat through the de- 
mocractic nrocess can be 
changed uiing the, same 
method. 

“According to the Sedition 
Act, any actlon or speech 
which maligns a Ruler can be 
interpretkd as sedition. 
Whether it has seditious ten- 
decies or not, it is up to the 
courts to evaluate and to pass 
judgment. Due to the fear ot 
legal action, feelings of dissa- 
tisfaction may have been re- 
pressed and not expressed. 

“Therefore, anyone from the 
citizen chosen to head the 
Oovemment who falled In his 
duty or committed offences 
can be expelled or taken to 
court. Normally, the mon- 
archy cannot be prosecuted 
and cannot be expelled. There- 
fore, the Government by a 
monarch cannot be democra- 
tic. 

“That is why when we want 
to retain the monarchy, the 
Ruler is not given executive 
powers. A constitutional mon- 
archy. as in the British Con- 
cept, Is Involved directly with 
the admlnistratlon but has 
rpeciflc roles. 

“Under the constitutional 
monarchy in Malaysia, the 

cracy rydem. . 

“What Is speoIflcaIIy barred 
in the conrtltutfon for the 
Rulers Is to hold wage-esrnhig 
posts and venture Into busl- 
nesr. 

“But if the Rulers are active 
in politics in a democratic ryr- 
tern. then the monarch must 
be willing to face challenges 
and be replaced. if this could 
be done, then t 

tl33 
Ruler IE not a 

Ruler in the sense. 
“On the other hand, we In 

Malaysia have accepted and 
are willing to preserve a Ruler 
who cannot be ousted by. the 
people. With that, although 
there Is no specific legal prohi- 
bltion preventing the Ruler 
from be&g active In politIca 
for the sake of conthmlng the 
constitutional monarchy, par- 
ticipation in politics is against 
the rystem of a constitutlonal 
moharchy and perlIamentary 
democracy. 

“Compiehenslon of this 
matter bv all nartles is lmnor- 
tant. Knowledge of ‘the 
constitutional monarchy and 
narhamentarv democracy re- 
quires adherence not oniy to 
the written laws but also to the 
unwritten concept! spirit and 
tradition. 

“The auestion Is how we are 
to remhid allpartIee of the im* 
wrtmce of the constifution. 
iaws, rplrit and tradition of 
the matter. Can this be done 
through existing channels 
without getting clear evidence 
that the sltuatfon has reached 
dangerour proportions and 
now requires advice. 

“In a situation where it is 
difficult to criticise and the re- 
sponse to this cannot be openly 
demonstrated. it will be diffi- 
cult to convince the affected 
party how serious the situa- 
tion is. 

“Since we do not have con- 
crete evidence of such feelings 
among the people. clandestine 
activltles highlightlng such 
dissatisfaction may continue 
end increase in frequency. 

“The pent-up feelings may 
explode Into the open and by 
then it will be too late to stop 
any extreme moves. This is 
what happened to several so- 
cieties where the people’s 
views were stifled to the ex- 
tent that the authorities had 
no indicatmns that the people 
were going to revolt. 

“The Sedition Act also 
!r 

ohl- 
bits the public from exI lting 
seditious tendencies not only 
agalnst the Rulers but also the 

‘When ImmunitY from’ PrO- 
aecution was provided, it wab 
with the belief that the RuI& 
would not dellberatelf br 
excessively commit UnlaWhn 
acts. PerhaD society could 
close one ey; on one or two Of- 
fences but It it was deliberate 
and the lawa repeatedly 
abused. it Ia no longer accept& 
ble. 

‘Sometimes, It Is not 0 
the Ruler who commits 
fence but aIso members 
family. Due to the respect ,ac- 
corded to the Ruler, these of- 
fenders were simply left 
alone. I. 

uBut such an attitude w&A 
dangerous because the riled? 
up feelings were not only 
aImed at the Ruler’s family 
but als0 at the monarch. This 
directly affects the Ruler’s 
image. 

“The Rulei have considefa- 
ble Influence. There will be 
people who like to use such In- 
fluence. That is why should 
anvone attempt to correct the 
Ruler to preserve hls poaitiOR 
there will be‘ others who ~411 

.try to take advantage to 
‘thhtuler’s hatred towards 

‘In’ the politlcal arena, : if 
those responsible for advising 
the Ruler try to criticise the 
monaMkr their attempt would 
be exploited by political ede- 
mies to obtain the support and 
sympathy of the Ruler and ,t0 
use his Influence in politICa 

“Thus. those In 
p” 

sition ‘to 
advise L,he Ruler wI 1 not do so. 
The Ruler will IX unaware 0f 
the people’s response to his c- 
tiona 

“This will encourage the 
Ruler to continue with his in- 
discretion. With that, although 
the Sedition Act and custom 
bars people from reacting 
openly, the anger will grow. 
This may lead to an action to 
wipe out the monarchy. 

‘Our intention to debate in 
the open the violations to the 
provisions on the constltu- 
tional monarchy and parlfa- 
mentary democracy systems 
in Kelantan ia not to change 
the system In that State or to 
foment revolution. 

~ 

‘Our intention and direction 
is to remind certain parties, as 
early as now, of the abuses 
that have taken place and the 
dangers. We are confident that 
if not criticised. the concerned 
parties wlll eontlnue Iwith 
their action and this would 
lead to a stiffer crhlciam that 
would worsen the situation, Or 
mav lead to uncontrollable a~- 
Uoti by the affected parties. ; 

“The final and real objective 
of our debate is to save the Ma- 
laysian constitutional mon- 
archy system. The constitu- 
tion and law alone will nbt 
save a governmental system 
anywhere. What can save the 
system is the benefits that 
come from practice and con- 
tinuous support for the system 
from the people.” 
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I 


	Debate was to save monarchy (NST 03/12/1990)

