
KUAIA LuMPlJ&&on. - 
The Dewan Rakyat today 

ald tribute to the late 
5tlnk u Abdul Rahman Pu- 
tra .NAl-haj for his contribu- 
tions tuthecountry. Item- 
bers of Parliament also 
extended their condolences 
to his widow, Tun Sharifah 
Rodsiab Syed Alwi, and fa- 
mily. 

Prime Minister Dgtuk 
Seri Dr YahathiF%oha- 
m-Ted a~ -motlo% re- 
cording the Dewan Ra- 
kyat’s grief over the 
demise of the Tunku on Dee 
6 and extended Parlia- 
ment’s deepest condolence 
to Tun Sharifah Rodziah 
and family. 

The motion was later 
passed by the House:Ear 
lier, the MPs also observed 
a minute’s silence in re- 
spect for the late Tunku. 

Dr Mahathir, when ta- 
bling the motion, said the 
nation had lost a loved and 
respected leader and 
statesman. 

gles in the political field 
and 
the cou % 

admlnistratlon of 
will remain an 

insPiration and example to 
Malaysians. 

“Born a prince, he deve- 
loped a character and per- 
sonality as a leader of the 
people. He freed us from 
the chains of colonialism 
and gave us dignity as citi- 
zens of a sovereign and in- 
dependent country. 

“The late Tun Dr Ismail 
(Abdul Rahman - former 
Deputy prime Minister) 
had described the late Tun- 
ku’s character as warm 
and unassuming and said 
the Tunku was equally at 
home in the palace or in the 
kampung, with the upper 
strata of society or com- 
mon folk, with the rich or 
the poor.” 

Dr Mahathir said the late 
Tunku had also laid the 
Foundation for several na- 
tional institutions from 
which Malaysians continue 

- 

to benefit. 
He added that ‘through 

the efforts of the late 
~unku. Malaysians had ln- 
herite&the constittttiOn, PO 
litical institutions and ad- 
ministrative structures. 

Describing the late 
Tunku as a lover of peace, 
Dr Mahathir quoted the 
Tunku to have aaid: “I be- 
lieve in giving the people 
clothes instead of uniform; 
houses instead of barracks; 
food instead of bullets.” 

Dr Mahathir said the late 
Tunku had also contributed 
towards the spread of Is- 
lam in the international 
arena and also contributed 
much to the development 
of sports in the country. 

The Prime Minister ad- 
vised Government and Gp- 
position MPs, who are keen 
to debate the motion, not to 
take the opportunity to 
voice the political interests 
of any party. 

“As a mark of respect to 
the Tunku, who led the 

Government for 13 years, 
and for his numerous con- 
tributions to the nation, let 
us convey our condolences 
to the family of the Tunku 
without acrimony,” he said. 

._ 

Seconding the motion, 
Transport Minister and \ 

_ 

MCA president Datuk Seri 
Dr Ling Llong Sik said the 
late Tunku - as Father of 
Independence, the first 
Prime Minister of Malay 
sia and the pioneer in es- 
tablishing the Alliance - 
was a symbol of unity for ’ 
multi-racial Malaysia 

“For Malaysians, espe- 
cially the Chinese, the late 
Tunku is known as a states- 
man who understood the 
importance of being toler- 
ant, respectful and having 
a give-and-take attitude.” 

MIC president and En- 
ergy, Telecommunications 
and Posts Minister Datuk 
Seri 5. Samy Vellu said the 
Tunku’s demise was a big 
loss as he had contributed 
much towards the nation 
and its people. 
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